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CITY  OF  HOUSTON. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 


MAYOR'S   MESSAGE. 


Houston,  Texas,  January  30,  1905. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  Charter  requirements,  I 
have  prepared  and  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1904,  together  with  recommendations  for 
the  budget  allowances  of  the  year  1905. 

Before  discussing  the  financial  situation  and  outlook  of  this 
city  as  a  whole,  I  will  briefly  review  the  operation  of  the  several 
departments  during  the  past  year  as  reflected  by  their  several  an- 
nual reports,  and  by  the  records  of  this  city. 

Fire   Department. 

The  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  has  filed  with  me  a  lengthy 
and  elaborate  report,  full  of  detail  and  information  of  consider- 
able importance.  The  Fire  Department  during  the  year  1904  had 
employed  a  force  of  sixty-five  men,  with  a  salary  list  aggregating 
$54,630.00 ;  the  entire  expense  of  the  department  for  the  year 
1904  being  $74,405.79.  The  regular  budget  allowance  fixed  by 
the  Council  for  this  department,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1904, 
was  $65,000.00.  Afterwards,  in  the  month  of  October,  1904,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  Mayor,  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $10,000.00  was  made.  The  Chief  in 
liis   report  recently   filed  draws  the  conclusion  from  the  fact  of 
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the  increase  by  the  Council  in  October,  that  the  allowance  of  $65,- 
000.00  was  generally  recognized  as  too  small.  He  says  in  his  re- 
port: "I  think  the  department  was  run  with  the  greatest  econ- 
omy, and  respectfully  ask  that  the  appropriation  for  the  ensuing 
year  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  $80,000.00,"  etc.  But  I  submit 
that  the  reason  assigned  for  the  additional  appropriation  made 
in  October  affords  no  argument  for  such  an  increase  of  the  budget 
at  this  time.  The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  suggesting 
the  additional  appropriation  in  October  uses  the  following  language  : 
"In  this  connection  the  Chief  of  this  department  calls  attention 
to  the  fact  that  something  near  $10,000.00  has  been  charged  to 
his  department  budget  for  this  year  which  should  have  been  spe- 
cially provided  and  was  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  making 
the  budget.  Eight  thousand  dollars  was  thus  charged  against 
his  budget  which  was  the  price  of  hose  purchased  in  lieu  of  that 
burned  at  the  Central  Station  after  the  budget  had  been  made, 
and  included  also  a  bill  for  hose  that  had  been  purchased  dur- 
ing the  previous  year  that  was  not  contemplated  by  this  year's 
budget,  as  he  contends;  and  that  further  sums,  aggregating  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars,  were  paid  out  and  incurred  for  tools,  heat- 
ers, apparatus,  etc.,  purchased  in  lieu  of  that  destroyed  in  said 
fire,  and  were  charged  against  his  budget  for  the  present  year,  and 
were  not  contemplated  at  the  time  said  budget  was  made." 

I  note  the  many  extraordinary  improvements  in  the  way  of 
four  or  five  new  fire  stations,  additional  men,  urgently  recom- 
mended, but  in  the  present  financial  stringency  it  is  useless  to 
seriously  consider  such  matters  in  connection  with  the  budget  al- 
lowance; however,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  provision  should  be 
made  to  equip  and  furnish  the  new  station  which  is  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  First  Ward  by  virtue  of  the  recent  bond  issue,  and 
accordingly  I  will  suggest  the  allowance  of  $5,000.00  for  this 
purpose,  making  the  entire  budget  allowance  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment $70,000.00. 

Electrical. 

The  budget  allowance  for  the  Electrical  Department,  as  fixed 
by  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1904,  was  $3,500.00. 
To  this  the  Council  subsequently  added  the  sum  of  $9,161.80  by 
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ordinance  passed  August  22,  1904,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
and  repairing  the  fire  alarm  system — a  matter  which  was  not 
anticipated  or  provided  when  the  budget  was  made. 

The  revenues  from  this  department  for  the  year  1904  aggre- 
gate $2,507.10.  The  report  of  the  City  Electrician  reviewing  the 
operation  of  his  department,  and  in  its  recommendations,  is  very 
full  and  interesting,  and  I  commend  it  to  your  attention.  I  have 
placed  the  budget  allowance  for  this  department  for  the  coming 
year  at  $4,000.00,  which  I  consider  liberal  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Engineer's  Department. 

The  City  Engineer  has  filed  a  report  which  shows  the  status 
and  extent  of  pavings,  tunnels,  sewerage  and  other  work  done, 
and  now  in  process  of  construction,  under  his  supervision  during 
the  year  closing  December  31,  1904.  His  report  is  filed  here- 
with, and  I  commend  it  to  your  attention.  The  budget  allowance 
for  the  Engineering  Department,  as  fixed  by  the  Council  for 
the  year  1904,  was  $10,000.00.  Disbursements  of  that  office  dur- 
ing the  year  were  $11,857.09.  The  revenues  of  this  department 
were  as  follows : 

Surveying  fees $    785  50 

Building   permit    fees 1,707  50 

Plumbing  and  sewerage  inspection  fees.  .  .      726  00 
Other  fees ' 257  00 

Total $3,476  00 

In  October,  1904,  the  manifest  shortage  in  the  Engineer's  De- 
partment budget  was  avoided  by  making  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $2,100.00,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  as  follows :  "There  was  an  increase  in  the  salary  of 
the  City  Engineer  made  by  the  Council  March  14th,  1904,  amount- 
ing to  $1,000.00  per  annum,  which  for  the  remaining  nine  months 
of  the  year  will  amount  to  $7'50.00.  (2)  The  said  Engineer 
reports  that  he  incurred  unusual  expenses,  requiring  additional 
engineering  forces  in  running  the  new  city  limit  boundary  lines, 
and  making  drainage  surveys  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  which 
cost  approximately  $1,000.00,  against  his  budget,  and  further,  the 
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expense  of  general  preparatory  work  in  running  levels  and  estab- 
lishing grades  for  gravel  pavement  through  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary and  up  to  the  15th  of  February,  1904,  aggregating  $330.00, 
were  paid  out  of  the  budget  instead  of  the  paving  fund." 

It  seems  to  me,  with  proper  economy,  this  department  should 
be  able  to  go  through  the  year  1905  with  $10,000.00,  and  I  place 
the  budget  allowance  at  this  figure. 


Sewer  Department. 

This  department  has  been  heretofore  under  the  control  of  the 
Engineering  Department.  Owing  to  the  distance  at  which  the 
City  Engineer  is  located  away  from  the  filter  beds,  and  because 
of  'his  various  other  duties  in  the  Engineering  Department,  I  have 
relieved  him  of  the  responsibility  for  the  Sewerage  Department, 
and  in  response  to  a  recent  motion  of  the  Council  I  am  reorgan- 
izing the  Sewer  Department  as  a  separate  department,  with  a 
Superintendent  at  the  head,  who  shall  have  general  supervision 
over  the  various  features  and  branches  of  the  department,  all  of 
which  I  will  report  to  the  Council  in  due  time.  The  budget  al- 
lowed for  the  Sewerage  Department  in  the  year  1904,  as  originally 
fixed  by  the  Council,  was  $12,000.00.  By  reason  of  unforeseen 
and  extraordinary  expenditures  charged  against  this  department 
budget,  the  budget  was  increased,  and  the  actual  expenditures  for 
the  entire  year  amounted  to  $20,473.31.  While  there  probably 
will  be  some  additional  expense  incident  to  the  operation  of  the 
pumping  plant  sixteen  hours  per  day  instead  of  eight  hours,  as 
heretofore,  and  some  further  additional  expense  for  the  purpose 
of  renewing  and  repairing  the  filter  beds,  I  believe  that  the  ordi- 
nary operation  of  the  "entire  plant,  including  the  pumping  sta- 
tion, filter  beds  and  inspectors,  should  be  accomplished  with  the 
allowance  of  $15,000.00  for  the  year  1905.  In  fixing  the  budget, 
however,  I  wish  to  include  the  expense  of  constructing  a  sewer  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Cascara  School  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  the 
cost  of  which  has  been  estimated  by  the  Engineer  at  about  $2,500.00, 
and  the  construction  of  which  has  been  recommended  and  strongly 
urged  by  the  City  Board  of  Health. 
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Deputy   Building   Inspector. 

As  you  know,  the  City  Engineer  is  ex-officio  Building  Inspector 
of  this  city;  however,  this  function  of  his  office  has  been  per- 
formed by  the  Deputy  Building  Inspector,  and  his  report,  show- 
ing successful  work  accomplished  by  him,  is  filed  herewith.  By 
reference  to  the  permit  records,  as  shown  in  his  report,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  value  of  all  buildings  constructed  under  per- 
mits in  the  year  1904  was  $1,490,787.50,  as  against  $1,329,437.00  in 
1903.  The  building  permit  fees  for  the  year  1904,  a  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Engineering  Department,  aggregate  $1,707.50.  The 
salary  of  the  Deputy  Building  Inspector  is  $1,500.00  per  year. 
The  work  of  Mr.  Gallagher  as  Deputy  Building  Inspector  seems 
to  have  been  efficient,  and  the  revenues  have  made  the  position 
self-sustaining. 

Police  Department. 

The  present  strength  of  the  Police  Department  is  sixty-two 
men,  exclusive  of  specials  detailed  by  private  persons  and  corpora- 
tions. The  budget  allowance  made  by  the  Council  for  this  de- 
partment was  $65,000.00,  and  the  amount  consumed  during  the 
year  for  all  the  expenses  of  the  department  was  $64,506.55.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  included  the  cost  of  specials  during 
the  carnival,  the  extra  cost  of  feeding  convicts,  and  the  salaries 
of  convict  guards,  I  regard  this  showing  as  a  good  one.  By  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  different  bills,  on  file  herewith,  it  will 
appear  that  of  the  total  amount  paid  out  for  the  operation  during 
the  year,  $3,672.20  was  expended  for  salaries  of  special  officers 
detailed  for  private  service  as  guards,  etc.,  and  this  has  been  re- 
funded to  the  city.  It  further  appears  that  revenues  have  ac- 
crued from  fines  and  costs  paid  in  the  sum  of  $9,266.70,  the  pound 
fees  $2,539.50,  and  dog  tax  $551.00.  It  might  also  be  added  in 
this  connection  that,  while  the  cost  of  feeding  the  convicts  has 
slightly  increased  since  putting  them  to  work,  and  this,  together 
with  the  pay  of  three  convict  guards,  has  added  an  item  of  ex- 
pense amounting  for  the  year  to  about  $3,000.00,  yet  the  good 
results  to  the  city  in  cleaning  out  the  Calhoun  Street  ditch,  the 
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Elgin  Street  ditch,  and  the  ditches  on  Dallas  Street,  have  been 
worth  thousands  of  dollars,  and  would  have  cost  the  city  ap- 
proximately from  $10,000.00  to  $15,000.00  if  done  by  means  of 
the  labor  ordinarily  used  for  the  opening  and  cleaning  of  other 
ditches  in  the  city.  While  the  rapid  development  of  the  city  and 
the  extension  of  the  limits  is  a  plausible  argument  for  increasing 
the  number  of  policemen,  I  feel  that  the  present  and  prospective 
financial  stringency  will  not  justify  the  increase  of  forces  at  this 
time;  therefore  I  will  leave  the  budget  allowance  for  this  de- 
partment at  $65,000.00,  with  the  hope  that  organization  and  dis- 
cipline and  individual  effort  and  pride  may  accomplish  more  than 
numbers. 

Corporation   Court. 

The  report  of  the  Judge  of  the  Corporation  Court  shows  the 
number  of  persons  tried  in  his  court  during  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1904,  as  2,020,  the  number  fined  1,312,  and  the  amount 
of  fines  and  costs  assessed  $14,223.05.  The  budget  allowance  for 
this  department  will  be  $2,600.00. 

Scavenger   Department. 

The  net  earnings  of  the  Scavenger  Department  over  costs  of 
operation  for  the  year  1904  is  $1,075.15.  The  budget  allowance 
of  $13,500.00  was  exceeded,  which  can  be  accounted  for  in  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  raise  of  25  cents  per  day  on  wages  of  em- 
ployes. This  increase  of  the  wages  of  about  twenty  men  for  nine 
months  would  make  a  difference  of  approximately  $1,000.00,  and 
the  deficit  amounts  to  $821.00'. 

Garbage  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  as  fixed  by  the  City  Council  for  this  de- 
partment on  the  first  of  the  year  1904  was  $15,000.00.  In  the 
.month  of  October  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3,500.00  was 
made  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and 
Mayor,  for  the  reason  that  certain  expenditures  had  been  incurred 
which  were  unusual,  and   were  not  contemplated   at  the  time  of 
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making  the  original  budget.  A  gang  of  men  for  the  purpose  ol 
sanitation,  and  in  response  to  a  decree  of  the  Federal  Court, 
worked  on  and  cleaned  Buffalo  Bayou  from  the  limits  of  the  city 
on  the  west  to  the  mouth  of  White  Oak  Bayou,  being  thus  en- 
gaged for  a  period  of  about  eight  months,  at  a  total  expense  of 
$2,295.00.  Again,  after  the  budget  had  been  made  in  the  first 
part  of  the  year  1904,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  salary  of  the 
head  of  the  department  amounting  to  $300.00  per  annum,  or 
$25.00  per  month,  and  there  was  also  an  increase  by  ordinance 
of  25  cents  per  day  of  eight  hours  in  the  wages  of  the  daily  labor- 
ers. In  estimating  the  wages  of  an  average  of  twenty  men  on 
the  regular  roll  of  the  Garbage  Department,  this  would  make  a 
difference  of  about  $120.00  per  month,  or  $1,080.00  for  the  nine 
months  of  the  year,  beginning  frcm  the  time  of  the  change. 


Health  Department. 

The  original  budget  allowance  for  this  department,  as  fixed 
by  the  Council,  was  $12,000.00.  This  was  increased  subsequently 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  Mayor,  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  their  report,  as  follows:  "The  salary  of 
the  Health  Officer  was  increased  by  the  Council  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1904,  after  the  budget  had  been  formed,  to  the  extent 
of  $58.66  per  month,  amounting  to  $527.95  for  nine  months.  The 
Health  Officer  further  cites  the  fact  that  since  the  forming  of 
the  budget  there  has  been  charged  against  it  an  item  of  $1,273.16 
due  by  the  city  as  an  expense  of  quarantine  during  the  year  1903, 
which  had  not  been  billed  against  the  city,  and  was  not  con- 
templated at  the  time  the  budget  was  formed.  This  item,  to- 
gether with  the  increase  of  salary  given,  would  aggregate  the  sum 
of  $1,811.11  charged  against  the  budget,  which  was  not  con- 
templated at  the  time  it  was  made/'  I  wish  to  specially  com- 
mend the  Health  Department  for  its  wise,  economical  and  effective 
operation.  In  view  of  the  good  work  accomplished  during  the 
year  I  consider  the  expenses  have  been  reasonable.  I  submit  a 
budget  allowance  of  $12,500.00  for  this  department,  and  in  con- 
clusion, on  behalf  of  this  city,  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  R.  G.  Turner 
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for  his  courtesy  and  discretion  in  so  promptly  notifying  and  co- 
operating with  the  Health  Department  of  this  city  in  the  seclu- 
sion and  treatment  of  one  of  his  patients  who  had  yellow  fever. 

Market. 

The  budget  of  the  Market  Department,  as  fixed  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  sum  of  $3,000.00,  was  exceeded.  I  will  ask  to  make 
some  provision  for  the  repaving  of  that  portion  of  the  approaches 
to  the  shed  on  the  west  side,  next  to  Milam  Street,  and  for  some 
other  slight  repairs.  Accordingly,  I  will  add  $2,000.00  for  such 
purposes  in  the  event  it  should  hereafter  during  the  year  be  found 
proper  to  make  them,  and  thus  I  will  submit  a  budget  for  this 
department  in  the  total  sum  of  $5,000.00.  The  revenues  arising 
from  the  operation  of  the  Market  from  April  14  to  December  31, 
190-1,  inclusive,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Market  Master, 
aggregate  $13,263.70. 

Legal   Department. 

During  the  year  1904  the  Legal  Department  has  tried  in  the 
civil  district  courts  of  Harris  County,  thirty-one  cases,  and  many 
civil  cases  in  the  Justices'  Courts.  In  twenty-two  of  those  cases 
judgments  were  favorable  to  the  city.  In  two  of  them  the  re- 
sults were  partly  favorable  to  the  city,  and  in  two  of  them  there 
were  judgments  against  the  city,  but  without  entailing  money 
recoveries.  And  in  five  of  these  suits  money  judgments  were 
recovered  against  the  city.  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  City 
Attorney,  on  file,  for  more  detailed  information  of  the  facts  re- 
ported in  this  connection.  The  expenses  of  this  department  for 
the  year  1904  amount  to  $11,432.75,  making  an  increase  in  the 
expense  of  this  department  for  the  year  1904  over  the  expense  of 
1903  of  $3,979.79.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
salary  of  the  City  Attorney  was  raised  $1,500.00  per  annum,  and 
to  this  increase  in  salary  is  to  be  added  the  court  costs  and  ex- 
penses  incidental  to  the  trial  and  appeal  of  what  are  known  as 
police  cases.  These  costs  are  chargeable  properly  against  the 
budget  for  the  year  1903,  but  were  not  presented  nor  paid  until 
(he  year  1901.     The  gross  total  expenses  and  costs  of  these  cases 
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amounted  approximately  to  $1,500.00.  Another  item  of  costs  that 
was  also  taxed  against  the  budget  for  1904  which  accrued  during 
the  year  1903  was  approximately  $1,200.00  of  costs  and  expenses 
incidental  to  the  trial  of  the  Stewart  tax  cases.  In  the  language 
of  the  City  Attorney:  "It  will  therefore  be  seen  that,  while  the 
department  apparently  shows  an  increase  of  expenses  of  $3,979.79 
over  the  year  1903,  an  extraordinary  expense  of  approximately 
$4,200.00  has  been  taxed  against  the  department's  allowance  for 
the  year  1904/'  I  call  your  attention  here  to  the  favorable  show- 
ing made  by  the  City  Attorney,  as  indicated  in  his  report,  with 
reference  to  the  collection  of  back  taxes  due  the  city  during  the 
past  year  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $50,523.47.  The  serv- 
ices of  the  City  Attorney  and  his  assistants  have  been,  in  my 
judgment,  of  great  efficiency  and  value  to  the  City  of  Houston  in 
its  various  offices  and  departments;  the  investigation  of  legal 
questions,  the  preparations  of  opinions,  the  examination  and  prepa- 
ration of  ordinances,  petitions  and  contracts,  have  involved  a  great 
deal  of  patient  investigation,  labor  and  skill,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  Council  fully  appreciates  this  as  I  do. 

Park. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department,  as  fixed  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  first  part  of  the  year  1904,  was  $5,720.00.  In  October 
there  was  about  to  become  a  deficit  on  account  of  extraordinary 
expenditures  aggregating  $1,122.15,  and  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000.00  was  made.  Of  this  increased  appropriation  there 
was  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  balance  of  $74.32.  I  do  not  antici- 
pate any  further  extraordinary  improvements  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  require  a  larger  budget  for  the  year  1905  than  heretofore, 
and  therefore,  in  view  of  the  financial  condition  and  prospects,  I 
will  submit  an  allowance  in  the  same  sum  as  heretofore.  The  re- 
port of  Park  Keeper  H.  C.  McLiver,  on  file  herewith,  is  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive,  and  I  commend  it  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

Boiler   Inspector. 

The  budget  allowance  of  this  department,  as  originally  fixed  by 
the  Council  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  1904,  was  $900.00.  The 
pay  roll  of  this  department,  as  subsequently  fixed  by  ordinance,  is 
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$135.00  per  month  for  the  last  nine  months  of  the  past  year,  thus 
rendering  a  deficit  unavoidable  without  an  additional  appropria- 
tion. Accordingly,  in  the  month  of  October,  1904,  the  Council,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  Mayor,  made 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $650.00.  Of  this  entire  allow- 
ance there  is  left  unused  an  excess  of  $2.09.  The  aggregate  fees 
collected  for  examinations,  inspection  of  boilers  and  elevators,  etc., 
$1,330.00. 


Street  and  Bridge  Department. 

The  budget,  as  fixed  by  the  Council  for  this  department  dur- 
ing the  year  1904,  was  $60,000.00,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
was  a  deficit  of  $3,151.18.  An  unusually  large  sum  has  been 
expended  in  this  department  for  building  and  repairing  bridges 
and  crossings  in  various  portions  of  the  city.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  present  administration  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  put  ad- 
ditional forces  under  the  Street  Commissioner  on  the  ditches,  with 
a  view  of  cleaning  them  of  grass,  weeds,  mud  and  other  unsan- 
itary matter,  and  accordingly  an  average  of  about  seventy-five 
extra  men  was  so  employed  for  a  period  of  about  six  months,  from 
May  1st  to  October  1st,  at  an  extra  cost  of  approximately  $20,- 
000.00.  Another  advance  in  expenses  of  this  department  arose 
from  the  increase  of  salary  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  an 
increase  in  the  wages  of  daily  labor  to  $2.00  per  day,  which  took 
effect  March  14,  1904,  by  action  of  the  City  Council,  and  which 
presumably  was  not  contemplated  in  the  budget.  After  careful 
consideration  of  the  needs  of  this  department,  as  compared  with 
others,  and  in  view  of  the  financial  situation,  I  shall  submit  $50,- 
000.00  as  a  budget  allowance  for  the  present  year. 

Schools. 

The  crying  need  of  the  schools  during  recent  years  has  been 
the  want  of  more  room  and  buildings.  In  order  to  alleviate  as 
far  as  possible  this  condition,  the  present  administration  has 
turned  over  to  the  school  budget  the  remnant  of  the  bond  pro- 
ceeds known  as  the  market  fund,  amounting  to  $ ; 

also   an    additional   appropriation   of   $4,000.00   made   out    of   the 
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general  fund.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the  recent  bond  issue 
of  $100,000.00  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  construction  of  a  school 
building  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  still  other  proceeds  of  such  bond 
issue  are  to  be  similarly  devoted  in  other  wards  of  the  city.  I 
hope  this  will  give  substantial  relief  until  the  city  is  in  a  better 
financial  condition.  I  will  submit  the  budget  allowance  for  the 
schools  during  the  year  of  1905  at  $90,000.00,  assuming  that 
$60,000.00  will  be  the  amount  of  the  State  appropriation.  And 
in  this  connection  I  urge  good,  diligent  work  in  the  taking  of  the 
census.  The  School  Board  is  composed  of  broad-minded,  intel- 
ligent and  honorable  men,  in  whom  I  have  every  confidence,  but 
in  regard  to  -the  performance  of  the  financial  end  of  their  duties,  I 
have  a  few  suggestions  to  make :  Under  the  present  charter  the 
Mayor  has  a  veto  power  over  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
School  Board,  which  may  be  exercised  within  ten  days  from  the 
objectionable  transaction.  Whenever  financial  transactions  are 
recorded  in  the  minutes,  the  Mayor  usually  should  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  ample  information,*  and  tendering  his  veto 
within  the  prescribed  time  if  desired,  but  this  does  not  apply 
to  many  bills  and  expenses  that  are  incurred  for  articles  pur- 
chased or  work  done,  warrants  or  requisitions  or  bills  for  which 
frequently  do  not  reach  the  Mayor  for  a  period  of  one  to  three 
months  after  the  transactions,  and  thus  he  is  not  in  a  position  as 
to  these  either  to  veto  them,  or  to  keep  pace  with  the  expenditures 
as  the  budget  allowance  is  gradually  consumed.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  Board  adopt  such  changed  methods  as  will  en- 
able the  Mayor  to  have  full  notice  of  all  such  expenditures  as 
they  are  incurred;  and  I  further  suggest  that  the  School  Board 
have  kept  constantly  in  their  office  a  list  of  the  bills  incurred 
or  expenditures  authorized,  so  that  it  can  be  constantly  referred 
to  by  them  with  a  view  of  having  definite  knowledge  at  any  time 
of  the  amount  of  expenditures  as  compared  with  the  budget. 

Financial. 

The  Controller,  the  Treasurer  and  the  Tax  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector have  filed  reports  fully  reflecting  the  financial  status  of 
the  city  as  it  was  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1904,  and  I  ask 
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your  full  consideration  and  analysis  of  these  reports.  At  my  re- 
quest the  Controller  has  prepared  also  a  supplemental  report  • 
showing  (1)  a  comparative  statement  of  the  old  debts  paid  dur- 
ing the  year  1903,  and  those  paid  during  the  year  1904,  and  (2) 
cash  disbursements  made  from  December  31,  1904,  to  January 
20,  1905.  The  fact  that  the  fiscal  year  closed  December  31,  1904, 
at  a  time  when  not  more  than  one-half  of  the  current  revenues 
had  been  collected,  renders  a  clear  financial  showing  difficult, 
and  for  this  reason  I  have  asked  for  the  showing  of  the  twenty 
subsequent  days,  as  hereinafter  indicated. 

For  the  present,  however,  taking  the  face  of  the   Controller's 
report  ending  December  31,  1904,  we  find: 

Total    current    liabilities $314,882  .72 

Add  water  bills  for  1904  that  were  paid  after  January  1st.  .      23,930  88 
And  installment  of  Storrie  certificates  deferred 5,100  00 

Making  a  total   (excluding  refunding  paving  certificates)  .$343,913  60 

To  meet  the  above  liabilities  we  find  under  the  head  of  assets 
in  "Exhibit  A"  the  following: 

Cash  in  general  fund $     4,166  31 

School   fund 818  17 

Special    deposits 743  10 

Total  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer $     5,727  58 

Cash  in  other  hands,  "Exhibit  A": 
Schedule  No.  .1 80,288  86 

Total    cash $  95.016  44 

Total  accounts  receivable,   "Exhibit   A" 793,861  52 


Total    adding $883,877  96 

If  these  assets  could  be  promptly  cashed  without  discount,  the 
liabilities  could  be  all  paid  off  and  a  margin  left  of  $544,964.36. 
The  delinquent  taxes,  not  including  those  for  the  year  1904,  amount 
to  something  less  than  $400,000.00,  and  without  counting  any 
part  of  that  amount  there  would  still  be  a  margin  of  nearly  $150,- 
000.00.  But  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  mention  in  this  connec- 
tion that  there  has  never  been  any  sinking  fund  laid  aside  to  meet 
bonded  indebtedness  as  it  matures.  While  some  part  of  the  $400,- 
000.00  delinquent  taxes  ought,  no  doubt,  to  be' classified  as  eon- 
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tingent,  it  will  be  noted  that  all  of  the  refunding  paving  certifi- 
cates are  carried  for  obvious  reasons  under  a  contingent  head,  as 
well  as  water  bills  now  in  litigation. 

The  report  of  the  Controller  shows  an  increase  in  the  total  cur- 
rent and  deferred  liabilities  over  the  year  of  1903  to  be  $78,989,88, 
and  an  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the  year  1904  over  those  of 
the  year  1903  in  the  sum  of  $142,302.18.  There  is  also  an  in- 
crease in  the  revenues  for  1904  over  1903  amounting  to  $82,- 
191.44.  Without  undertaking  an  exhaustive  analysis  for  the  pur- 
pose of  demonstrating  the  causes  of  such  differences,  I  will  refer 
briefly  to  some  facts  which  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
will  readily  explain  the  tendency  so  far  as  increased  expenses  are 
concerned:  (1)  Hon.  O.  T.  Holt,  in  his  annual  message  for 
1904,  commenting  on  the  expenses  of  the  closing  year  1903,  and 
the  prospective  budget  for  1904,  says:  "Quite  a  number  of  the 
more  important  departments  have  overdrawn  their  budget  allow- 
ance, making  an  aggregate  deficit  of  $19,893.41,  and  the  budget 
for  the  current  year  will  show  an  increase  over  the  budget  for 
1903,  aggregating  $125,300.00,  the  increase  being  distributed  among 
the  different  departments  as  follows: 

"Mayor's    office $      800  00 

"City    Council 2,420  00 

"Controller     1,850  00 

"Treasurer 100  00 

"Board    of    Appraisement 600  00 

"Interest    on    bonded    debt 20,000  00 

"Miscellaneous    interest 9,000  00 

"Police    3<000  00 

"Fire    6,700  00 

"City   Engineer 3,000  00 

"Garbage     3,000  00 

"Market    180  00 

"Schools     40,000  00 

"Lyceum    1,600  00 

"Storrie    certificates 500  00." 

(2)  The  amount  paid  to  discharge  the  interest  on  the  bonded 
debt  for  the  year  1904  was  $20,000.00  more  than  in  1903.  (3)  In 
the  several  departments  extra  appropriations  during  the  year  were . 
necessary  in  order  to  provide  for  extraordinary  expenses  from  the 
previous  year,  or  as  a  result  of  recent  changes  in  salary  and  wages. 
There  were  several  thousand  dollars  of  increase  in  expenses  dur- 
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ing  the  year  on  account  of  salaries  that  were  fixed  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  last  administration  some  time  after  the  budget  had  been 
prepared,  and  the  increase  in  expense  by  reason  of  the  change 
in  the  rate  of  wages  from  $1.75  to  $2.00'  in  such  departments 
as  used  ordinary  labor,  such  as  the  Street  and  Bridge,  Garbage 
and  Scavenger  Departments,  amounting  to  at  least  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  during  the  year.  In  this  con- 
nection I  refer  to  the  above  special  reviews  of  such  departments 
as  the  Street  and  Bridge,  Garbage,  Scavenger,  City  Engineer,  City 
Attorney,  City  Electrician,  Fire  Department  and  Health  Depart- 
ment. (4)  The  Controller  has  kindly  furnished  me  a  supple- 
mental statement,  which  is  filed  herewith,  showing  old  debts  paid 
in  1904  as  compared  with  those  paid  in  1903,  the  result  of  which 
is  as  follows:  $34,828.26  bills  payable  old  debts  were  paid  dur- 
ing the  year  1904,  and  $3,516.57  bills  payable  old  debts  were  paid 
during  the  year  1903,  thus  leaving  an  excess  of  such  debts  paid 
during  the  year  1904  over  1903  of  $31,291.69.  Again,  referring 
to  the  fact  that  the  total  current  and  deferred  liabilities  during 
the  year  1904  exceeded  such  current  and  deferred  liabilities  dur- 
ing the  year  1903  by  $78,989.88,  according  to  the  Controller's 
showing,  which  closed  with  December  31,  1904,  I  will  mention 
a  fact  which  should  be  considered  at  this  time:  Several  judg- 
ments were  recovered  against  the  city  during  the  year  1903,  in 
the  cases  known  as  the  police  cases,  in  the  case  of  J.  C.  Hutche- 
son  and  in '  the  case  of  Julia  Bartels  vs.  the  City ;  appeals  or 
writs  of  error  were  pending  from  final  judgments  in  the  trial  courts 
when  this  administration  took  charge  of  the  government  in  the 
spring  of  1904,  and  the  results  of  the  litigation  were  deemed  so 
remote  and  contingent  that  they  were  not  noted  on  the  Controller's 
books  in  the  columns  of  liabilities,  but  shortly  after  the  present 
administration  took  charge  of  the  city's  affairs  the  applications 
for  writs  of  error  were  disposed  of  by  the  higher  courts,  with  the 
result  that  several  of  these  judgments,  aggregating,  with  costs,  $20,- 
191.31,  became  fixed  obligations  against  the  city  by  the  final 
action  of  the  highest  court.  The  judgment  in  favor  of  J.  C. 
Hutch eson  in  the  sum  of  $2,958.86,  and  Julia  Bartels  in  the  sum 
of  $3,815.22,  appear  in  the  Controller's  "Exhibit  A,"  schedule 
No.   8,   as  liabilities,   and  the  police  judgments   against  the   city 
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aggregating  $13,419.23  were  taken  up  by  a  bank  of  this  city  and 
are  being  carried  by  it  at  5  per  cent  interest  as  liabilities  against 
the  city,  and  is  entered  in  the  Controller's  report,  "Exhibit  A," 
schedule  No.  6.  Here,  therefore,  is  an  aggregate  increase  of  $20,- 
191.31  in  the  current  or  deferred  indebtedness  that  has  sprung  up 
during  this  administration,  and  for  the  first  time  entered  on  the 
books  as  a  liability.  I  am  not  referring  to  this  for  the  slightest 
purpose  of  a  criticism  of  the  accounting.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
a  correct  method,  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  manifest  that 
such  an  increase  in  the  liabilities  shown  is  a  matter  that  this  ad- 
ministration is  in  no  wise  responsible  for,  and  if  deducted  from 
the  current  and  deferred  liabilities,  as  shown  to  exist  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1904,  then  such  sum  of  liabilities  would  exceed 
that  which  existed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1903  only  to  the  extent 
of  $58,798.58;  however,  there  is  another  view  that  I  wish  to 
submit  here:  In  the  administration  of  the  government  affairs 
of  an  extensive  city,  with  all  its  various  interests  and  liabilities, 
the  state  and  amount  of  its  obligations  may  vary  according  to 
the  availability  of  its  assets  at  a  given  time,  and  in  this  city  there 
is  nothing  more  likely  to  give  this  result  than  the  varying  periods 
at  which  the  bulk  of  current  taxes  for  a  given  year  are  paid.  On 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1904,  with  which  date  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Controller  closes,  less  than  half  of  the  revenues  of 
the  city  for  the  year  1904  had  been  paid,  but  during  the  month 
of  January,  1905,  considerable  sums  have  been  paid  to  the  city 
and  applied  by  it  to  the  payment  of  its  liabilities,  current  and 
deferred.  The  Controller  has  prepared,  at  my  request,  and  fur- 
nished, a  statement  showing  the  debts  paid  by  the  city  from  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1904,  up  to  and  including  January  20, 
1905.    It  is  on  file  herewith. 

The  amount  paid  during  this  period  of  twenty  days,  and  ap- 
plied in  payment  of  the  city's  current  and  deferred  liabilities,  is 
$135,873.23,  thus  the  city  extinguished  every  cent  of  its  indebt- 
edness for  money  borrowed  for  its  current  expenditures  of  the 
year  1904,  together  with  many  other  current  and  deferred  lia- 
bilities. The  $314,882.72,  being  the  sum  of  the  current  and  de- 
ferred liabilities  due  December  31,  1904,  as  shown  by  the  Con- 
troller's report,  has  been  thus  reduced  so  that,  on  January  20th,  the 
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amount  of  the  current  and  deferred  liabilities  is  $179,009.49.  And 
let  it  be  observed  further  in  this  connection  that  this  sum  of  the 
current  and  deferred  liabilities,  as  the  same  existed  on  January 
20,  1905,  is  $41,085.45  less  than  all  the  current  and  deferred 
liabilities  were  on  the  11th  of  April,  1904,  the  date  on  which 
the  present  administration  assumed  charge  of  the  city's  affairs, 
and  this  notwithstanding  the  judgments  amounting  to  $20,191.31, 
which  is  classed  as  a  new  liability.  The  Controller's  report,  on 
file  and  showing  the  financial  standing  April  11,  1904,  shows 
the  sum  of  the  current  and  deferred  liabilities  then  to  have  been 
$220,094.94,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  general  fund  was  then 
$736.66. 

THE  BORROWING  PROPOSITION. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  office  of  Mayor  on  the  11th  day 
of  April,  1904,  the  Finance  Committee  and  I  found  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  this  city  involved,  at  the  outset,  a 
borrowing  proposition,  with  a  large  floating  indebtedness 
and^  pay  rolls  constantly  accruing.  We  found  a  balance  of 
$736.66  in  the  general  fund,  and  within  two  days  had  to  pay  the 
school  teachers  or  risk  the  city's  prestige.  We  found  on  deposit 
a  paving  fund  aggregating  $250,538.78,  which  the  city  had  no 
legal  authority  to  use  except  for  paving  purposes.  We  endeavored 
to  make  arrangement  for  drawing  interest  on  those  special  de- 
posits, but  'in  the  short  time  left  for  our  negotiations  we  were 
unable  to  do  so.  The  best  we  were  able  to  accomplish  at  that 
time  was  an  arrangement  with  a  banking  house  of  this  city  to 
furnish  us  money  for  the  current  expenditures  of  the  year  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  repayable  out  of  the  current  revenues. 
This  rate,  as  we  understood,  was  1  per  cent  lower  than  money  for 
such  purposes  had  ever  been  so  loaned  to  the  city.  In  considera- 
tion for  this  loan,  and  the  furnishing  of  money,  the  paving  fund 
and  other  special  funds  then  on  hand  were  deposited  with  this 
bank.  We  borrowed  in  the  aggregate  from  this  bank  $146,000.00, 
and  on  the  20th  of  January,  1905,  the  last  of  this  money  was 
repaid,  as  heretofore  stated. 
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On  the  19th  day  of  September,  1904,  an  ordinance  was  en- 
acted authorizing  the  issuance  of  $100,000.00  of  forty  year  5  per 
cent  bonds  for  various  permanent  improvements.  After  inspec- 
tion of  the  proceedings,  the  Attorney  General  indicated  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  bonds  were  valid,  and  he  would  approve  the 
same.  We  then  arranged  for  the  lithographing  of  the  bonds. 
The  ordinance  authorized  the  sale  of  these  bonds  by  the  Mayor 
and  Finance  Committee  at  public  sale  or  private  sale.  At  the 
outset  we  expected,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  to  advertise  for 
bids,  but  before  doing  this,  and  while  waiting  for  the  delivery 
of  the  lithographed  bonds,  a  proposition  was  made  to  us  for  the 
purchase  of  the  bonds  at  private  sale,  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as, 
completed.  The  price  offered  included  a  premium  of  6  per  cent 
and  accrued  interest  from  the  date  of  the  bonds,  October  1,  1904. 
This  proposition  was  open  for  one  day  only,  and  could  not  be 
extended.  Believing  that  whether  we  should  reject  or  accept  the 
offer  was  a  duty  for  us  to  determine  according  to  our  best  dis- 
cretion, after  conferring  fully  with  local  capitalists  and  financiers 
in  whom  we  had  the  greatest  confidence,  and  considering  the  con- 
tingencies of  the  proposition  being  rejected,  we  finally  closed  the 
sale  on  the  terms  proposed. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  proceeds  of  this  sale  we  have  succeeded 
in  depositing  the  same  with  a  local  bank  of  this  city  under  con- 
tract for  the  payment  to  the  city  of  the  interest  at  the  rate  of 
2  per  cent  per  annum  up  to  the  limit  of  $100,000.00. 

SINKING  FUND. 

As  you  well  know,  not  a  dollar  has  ever  been  set  aside  by  this 
city  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  bonds  at  maturity,  al- 
though this  is  a  positive  requirement  of  law.  It  is  no  easy  task 
at  this  time,  in  view  of  the  current  needs  of  the  city,  and  espe- 
cially the  large  old  indebtedness  of  past  administrations,  which 
is  continually  crowding  for  payment.  However,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  law  on  this  subject  should  not  be  longer  ignored,  and  ac- 
cordingly I  will  place  this  as  an  item  in  the  budget  of  190'5. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  City  Attorney  I  have  ascertained 
the  requisite  sinking  fund  for  the  year  1905  to  be  $101,216.65. 
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Some  Recommendations. 

One  of  the  causes  for  the  increased  expense  during  the  past 
year  was  the  increase  of  25  cents  per  day  for  the  wages  of  daily 
laborers,  made  by  ordinance  near  the  close  of  the  last  adminis- 
tration, and  which  took  effect  about  the  time  that  the  present 
administration  took  charge  of  the  city.  Before  such  increase  was 
made  the  wages  were  $1.75  per  day  of  eight  hours  in  this  city. 

In  San  Antonio  and  Dallas  such  wages  are  $1.50  per  day.  Con- 
sidering the  amount  and  the  efficiency  of  the  labor  actually  given 
for  the  wages  now  paid  in  this  city,  I  do  not  consider  that  it 
is  satisfactory  or  just  to  the  city. 

One  of  the  difficult  problems  that  has  confronted  this  admin- 
istration is  the  effective  and  economic  cleaning  of  the  paved  streets 
in  the  business  and  residence  portions  of  the  city.  Eecently  pri- 
vate parties  have  submitted  to  me,  as  Mayor,  a  proposition  to 
clean  up  such  paved  streets,  and  keep  them  thoroughly  cleaned, 
upon,  terms  and  for  prices,  which,  according  to  my  estimate  and 
judgment,  would  enable  the  city  to  accomplish  the  work  at  from 
one-third  to  one-half  less  cost  and  expense  than  would  have  to 
be  incurred  by  undertaking  the  work  with  the  ordinary  day  labor- 
ers, and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Street  Commissioner;  but 
under  the  present  ordinances  of  the  city  I  could  not  make  a  con- 
tract of  the  .sort  proposed  without  inserting  as  part  of  it  the  labor 
ordinance,  and  this  the  parties  are  unwilling  to  do.  I  respect- 
fully suggest  that  the  ordinances  be  amended  in  this  particular 
so  as  to  enable  the  city,  by  contracts  with  private  parties,  to  ac- 
complish the  best  results  in  street  cleaning  during  the  present 
year,  and  on  the  best  reasonable  terms. 

A  matter  which  I  wish  to  impress,  is  the  importance  of  the  heads 
of  departments  controlling  their  subordinates  in  the  interests  of  the 
city.  The  city  is  paying  cash  for  their  services,  and  is  entitled  to 
their  best  efforts  during  the  full  period  of  labor,  and  if  the  city 
receives  less  at  their  hands  it  is  being  defrauded.  They  should 
be  required  to  give  full  time  and  diligent  labor,  and  the  tools  and 
other  instrumentalities  and  materials  must  be  preserved  and  not 
wasted.     The  heads  of  departments  should  keep  a  constant  watch 
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upon  the  expenditures,  and  see  that  there  are  no  useless  expenses, 
nor  hasty  nor  reckless  consumption  of  the  budget  allowances. 

In  conclusion,  I  call  attention  to  a  practice  which  seems  to  have 
occurred,  and  which  must  cease;  I  refer  to  the  practice  on  the 
part  of  the  employes  of  some  departments,  of  selling  and  assign- 
ing their  wages  and  salaries,  and  setting  them  over  to  other 
parties  for  collection.  I  call  upon  the  heads  of  departments  to 
stop  this  practice,  and  request  that  they  discharge  any  employe 
in  their  department  who  persists  in  it.  Good  wages  and  salaries 
are  paid  by  this  city,  and  the  city  is  entitled  to  efficient  and  faith- 
ful service  of  men  who  are  willing  to  be  faithful  to  the  city,  in 
consideration  of  the  wages  and  salaries  to  be  expected  at  the  end 
of  the  week  or  month.  The  persons  thus  lending  money  to  em- 
ployes at  usurious  rates  are  not  entitled  to  recover  their  interest 
charges.  They  injure  and  demoralize  the  employes  of  the  city, 
and  injure  the  interests  of  the  city  by  the  tendency  to  make  its 
employes  listless  and  careless  of  their  duties.  For  the  purpose 
of  abating  this  practice,  I  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  Aldermen 
and  .Treasurer. 

My  recommendations  for  the  budget  allowance  for  the  year  1905 
follow. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 


BUDGET  FOR   1905. 

General   Government: 

Executive — 

Mayor's    office $     4,000  00 

Legislative — 

City    Council 6,000  00 

City    Secretary's   office 3,500  00 

Law  Department — 

City    Attorney's    office 10,000  00 

Finance  Department — 

City    Controller's    office 3,500  00 

City  Treasurer's  office 2,800  00 

City   Assessor   and   Collector 10,600  00 

Miscellaneous — 

City  hall 2,500  00 

Board   of  Appraisement 1,550  00 

Elections    1,000  00 

Damages  not  chargeable  to  the   departments .  .  1,000  00 

Interest  on  bonded  debt 186,000  00 

Sinking  fund , 101,216  65 

Miscellaneous   interest   and   exchange.... 14,000  00 

Miscellaneous 15,000  00 

Electric  lights 35,000  00 

Water    24,000  00 

Public  Safety: 

Police    department , 65,000  00 

Corporation    court 2,600  00 

Fire    department 70i000  00 

Health    department 12,500  00 

Scavenger    department 13,500  00 

Boiler   Inspector 1,650  00 

Electrical    department 4,000  00 

Public  Works: 

Board  of  Public  Works 500  00 

City   Engineer 10,000  00 

Street   and   Bridge   department 50,000  00 

Garbage    department 15,000  00 

Sewer   department 17,500  00 

Public  Industries: 

Markets    5,000  00 

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 

Public   schools 90,000  00 

Public  schools   (State  appropriation) 60,000  00 

Sam  Houston  Park 5,720  00 

Houston  Carnegie  and   Lyceum   Library 4,000  00 

Expense  Extraordinary: 

Storrie    certificates 12*500  00 

Total $861,136  65 

Total  revenues  for  1904 $869,788  31 

The  above  budget,  as  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  was  adopted 
by  the  City  Council  February  6;  1905. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  14,  1905. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

In  compliance  with  the  law  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  re- 
port for  the  fiscal  year,  ended  December  31,  1904,  which  consists 
of  the  following  exhibits  and  schedules,  to-wit : 

Exhibit— 

"A" — Comparative  General  Balance  Sheet — Dec.  31,  1904  and  1903. 
Schedule — • 

Bills  for  Collection. 

Miscellaneous  Accounts  Receivable. 

Property  and  Improvements. 

Warrants  Outstanding. 

Audited  Vouchers. 

Bills  Payable. 

Special  Deposits   (Repayable). 

Miscellaneous  Current  Liabilities. 

Bonded  Debt. 

"B" — Revenue  and  Expense  for  the  Year  Ended  Dec.  31,  1904. 
Schedule — 

No.  1.     Revenues — Classified  and  Compared. 
No.  2.     Expenses — Classified  and  Compared. 

"C" — Cash   Receipts  and   Disbursements  for  the  Year  Ended   Dec. 
31,  1904. 

Department  Expenses. 

The  expenses  of  the  departments  as  compared  with  their  budget 
allowances  are  as  follows : 


No. 

1. 

No. 

2 

No. 

3. 

No. 

4. 

No. 

5 

No. 

6. 

No. 

7. 

No. 

8. 

No. 

9. 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE  OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Statement    of    Department    Expenses  for   the    Year 

Ended  December  31,  1904,  Showing  Budget 

Allowances,  Excesses  and  Deficits. 

Amount  Amount          Amount  of     Amount  of 

Allowed  Expended            Deficit           Excess 

Executive  : 

Mayor     $    3,850.00    $    3,811.29      $         38.71 

Legislative  : 

City     Council 5,300.00  5,208.20      91.80 

City    Secretary     3,600.00  3,541.64      58.36 

Law  Department: 

City    Attorney     11,500.00  11,432.75      67.25 

Finance  Department: 

Controller     3.600.00  3,328.10      271.90 

Treasurer     2,000.00  2,679.08    $         79.08 

Assessor    and    Collector    10,600.00  10,555.93      44.07 

Miscellaneous  : 

City    Hall    3,000.00  2,524.31      475.69 

Board    of    Appraisement    1,500.00  1,550.00              50.00 

Elections     1,000.00  1,780.21            780.21      .......... 

Damages  not  charged  to   departments    1,000.00  7,480.28         6,480.28      

Interest  on   bonds    181,000.00  181,961.66            961.66 

Miscellaneous  interest  and  exchange   15,000.00  13,950.09      1,049.91 

Miscellaneous— Contingent     24,000.00  26,316.86         2,316.86      

Miscellaneous— Bridges  38,000.00  38,000. «0 

Electric  lights    35,000.00  38,064.62         3,064.62      

Water    24,000.00  23,930.88 69.12 

General  Government  : 
Public  Safety — 

Police   Department    65,000.00  64,506.54      493.46 

Corporation    Court 3,100.00  2,588.25      511.75 

Fire    Department     75,000.00  74,405.79      594. 151 

Health   Department 13,500.00  13,538.08              38.08      

Scavenger   Department    13,500.00  14,358.55    -        858.55      

Boiler  Inspector   1,550.00  1,547.91      2.O9 

Electrical   18,141.80  8,277.14      .     *9,S64.66 

Public  Works — 

Board  of  Public  Works    500.00  239.75      260.25 

City   Engineer    12.100.00  11,857.09      242.91 

Street   and    bridge    60,000.00  63,151.18         3,151.18      

Garbage 18,500.00  17,868.00      632.06 

Sewer 22,000.00  21,934.31      65.69 

Public  Industries — 

Markets    5,400.00  5,848.98            448.98      

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art — 

Schools 90,000.00]  153,648.83] 

School   buildings    4,000.00  |    | 

Schools— Old    debt    20,000.00  £  20,344.87  y  7,162.81 

Schools— State    appropriation 58,305.00]    | 

Schools— Other    revenue    8,851.51  J    J 

Sam    Houston   Park    6,720.00  6,645.68      74.32 

Houston  Lyceum  and  Carnegie  Library 11,773.74  11,773.74      

Storrie    certificates    12,500.00  7,400.00      " 5,100.06 


$8X1,9!  12. 05     .%x.'!,S\0.->i).r,!>       $18,229.50      $65,170.96 


Showing     budget     allowances     over     ex- 
expenses— Net   excess.  


♦Charged  out  of  special  fund  for  fire  alarm  system. 
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Bonded  Debt. 

The  bonded  debt  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1904,  was 
increased,  in  all,  $200,000.  Of  this,  $100,000  was  issued  in  1903, 
and  was  the  balance  of  the  issue  of  $300,000  of  that  year  for  pav- 
ing with  gravel.  The  purchaser  of  that  issue  took  up  $200,000 
in  1903,  and  the  other  $100,000  in  January,  1904.  The  other 
$100,000  represents  the  issue  of  October  1,  1904,  for  improve- 
ment purposes,  and  they  were  taken  up  by  the  purchaser  on  De- 
cember 9,  1904,  the  proceeds,  $106,958.90,  being  now  in  the  treas- 
ury awaiting  disposition. 

Liabilities. 

The  report  shows  an  increase  in  the  total  current  and  deferred 
liabilities  over  the  year  1903  of  $78,989.88— see  Exhibit  A,  lia- 
bilities. 

Revenue  and  Expense. 

A  recapitulation  made  from  Exhibit  "B"  shows  total  revenue 

for  the  current  year $869,778  31 

And  total  expenses  for  the  current  year 838,050  59 

Excess    of   revenue   over   expense $  31,727  72 

Appropriations. 

The  total  amount  of  the  1904  budget,  as  approved  by  you 

last   February,   was $806,670  00 

Which  was  subsequently  increased,  as  follows: 

By  ordinance  of  Sept.  19,  1904,  for  school  buildings $  4,000  00 

By  ordinance  of  Oct.   24,   1904,   for   sundry   departments....  36,730  00 

By  ordinance,  for  Carnegie  library 9,273  74 

By  ordinance,  for    new    fire    alarm 11,161  80 

By  excess  of  school  revenues  over  estimate 17,156  51 

Making  total   1904   appropriation $884,992  05 

The  increase  in  expenses  of  year  1904  over  those  of  year  1903 
is  shown  in  Exhibit  B,  schedule  No.  2,  to  be  $142,302.18. 

The  increase  in  revenues  of  the  year  1904'  over  those  of  the  year 
1903  is  shown  in  schedule  No.  2  of  same  exhibit  to  be  $82,191.44, 
thus  showing  increases  in  both  expenses  and  revenues,  incident, 
no  doubt,  to  a  progressive  city. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Tom  Bringhuest, 
City  Controller. 


Report  of  City  Controller 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Comparative  General  Balance  Sheet  December  31, 

1904  and  1903. 

ASSETS. 

Available:  December  31,     December  31,         Increase 

Cash—                                                                  1904.  1903.  or  Decrease. 

In  hands  of  City  Treasurer: 

Market,  Fire  and  Sewer  funds $      80,946.65  *$  80,946.65 

General    fund $        4,166.31  6,415.37  *       2,249.06 

Paving    fund 61,870.06  178,758.03  *  116,887.97 

School   fund 818.17  723.96                   94.21 

Fire  Alarm  System  fund 348 .  46  348 .  46 

School    Building   fund 136 .  10  136 .  10 

Bond   fund 106,958 .90  106,958 .  90 

Special    deposits 743 .  10  467 .  50                275 .  60 

Total  Cash  in  hands  of  City 

Treasurer $    175,041 .  10  $    267,311 .  51  *$  92,270 .  41 

In  other  hands: 

Board    of   Liquidation $      51,381.23  $        9,323.78  $42,057.45 

City  Assessor  and   Collector 36,798.08  68,057.24  *     31,259.16 

Police    Department 265.30  18.50                246.80 

City  Scavenger  Department 4.00  65.25  *            61. 25 

Electrical  Department 9.50  4.50                    5.00 

Market    Master 155.75         155.75 


Total $88,613.86     $      77,469.27       $11,144.59 

Working  funds: 


City  Treasurer $  400.00  $           400.00 

City    Attorney 25.00  25.00 

City  Assessor  and  Collector 250.00  250.00 

Total , $  6T5700  $           675700 


'60,462.06     ! 

g    673,380.24 

$   87,081.82. 

543.25 

175.00 

368.25 

8,055.34 

2,954.67 

5,100.67 

2,949.10 

2,795.60 

153.50 

21,851.77 

10,135.06 

11,716.71 

Total  Cash  in  Other  Hands. $      89,288.86     $      78,144.27       $  11,144.59 

Total  Cash $    264,329.96     $    345,455.78     *$  81,125.82 

Accounts  Receivable — ■ 

Taxes   In   hands    of   Assessor   and 

Collector  for   collection $ 

Other  items  in  hands  of  Assessor 

and  Collector  for  collection 

Bills  for  collection — Sched.  No.  1. 

City    Scavenger    Department 

Miscellaneous — Schedule    No.    2... 

Total  Accounts  Receivable .. $    793,861.52     $    689,440.57       $104,420.95 

Total   Available   Assets $l7058,191.48     $1,03478967^5     ~%  23,295.13 

Contingent: 

Jno.   S.   Stewart $        4,039.37     $        4.039.37        

Shortages  and  discrepancies 24,124.01  24,124.01        

Total  Contingent  Assets $      28,163.38     $      28,163.38        77 

Not  Available: 

Property       and       Improvements — 

Schedule    No.    3 $4,292,104 .  69     $3,951,564 .  80       $340,539 .  89 

Total  Assets $5,378,459 .  55     $5,014,624.53       $363,835.02 


*Decrease.  Exhibit   "A."  (Continued)-i. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  CITY  CONTROLLER 

Comparative  General  Balance  Sheet — Continued. 

LIABILITIES. 

December  31,     December  31,         Increase 
1904.  1903.  or  Decrease. 


Current  : 
Warrants  outstanding — Sched.  No.  4 
Audited  vouchers — Schedule  No.  5 
Bills  payable — Schedule  No.  6 . . .  . 
Interest  accrued  on  bonded  debt. . 
Special  deposits — Schedule  No.  7 . . 
Miscellaneous — Schedule  No.  8.... 


$      19,275.35  $        6,557.03  $  12,718.32 

14,689.71  13,387.75  1,301.96 

209,323.66  135,072.35  74,251.31 

18,735.82  15,488.93  3,246.89 

643.10  447.50  195.60 

19,035.07  11,992.83  7,042.24 


Total  Current  Liabilities $    281,702.71     $    182,946.39       $98,756.32 


Deferred : 

Bills  payable— Schedule  No.  6 $      33,180.01     $      50,425.19     *$  17,245.18 

Miscellaneous  interest  accrued 2,521.26     *       2,521.26 


Total   Deferred   Liabilities $      33,180.01     $      52,946.45     *$  19,766.44 


Total    Current    and     Deferred 

Liabilities $    314,882 .  72     $    235,892 .  84 


Contingent : 

Houston  Water  Company $      79,132 .  28     $      62,701 .  40 

Refund    pavement    certificates 408,239.70  408,239.70 


Total   Contingent   Liabilities...?    487,371.98     $    470,941.10 
Bonded   Debt $3,499,000 .  00     $3,299,000 .  00 


Certificates  of  Ind'b'ness   (Storrie)..$      83,600.00     $    103,500.00 


Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities  ...  $    993,604.85     $    905,290.59 


Total  Liabilities $5,378,459 .  55     $5,014,624 .  53 


*$  19,766 

44 

$  78,989 

88 

$  16,430 

88 

$  16,430 

88 

$200,000.00 

•*$  19,900 

00 

?  88,314 

26 

$363,835 

U2 

*  Decrease. 
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Jan. 

1, 

1903 

Jan. 

1, 

1903 

April 

17, 

1903 

Aug. 

31, 

1903 

Sept. 

30, 

1903 

Sept. 

30, 

1903 

Nov. 

30, 

1903 

Nov. 

30, 

1903 

Feb. 

13, 

1904 

July 

5, 

1904 

July 

20, 

1904 

Aug. 

30, 

1904 

Oct. 

6, 

1904 

Nov. 

30, 

1904 

Dec. 

23, 

1904 

Dec. 

31. 

1904 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE  CITY  CONTROLLER 


Bills  for  Collection. 

Harris  County 2  $      82 .  00. 

Southwestern  Tel.  and  Tel.  Co .  3  3.00 

Harris  County 31  829 .  25 

Texas  &  New  Orleans  Railway 70  7.50 

W.  E.  Carter 78  25.00 

Houston   Electric   Company 84  28.33 

Consumers'  Gas  and  Fuel  Co. 93  1,400.00 

Houston  Electric  Company 95  281.25 

Houston  Electric  Company 129  1,936.80 

Houston  Electric  Company 159  8.80 

Houston  Electric  Company 160  40.00 

S.    J.    Beene 166  26.00 

Harris    County 173  3,102 .  58 

Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co...  186  6.50 

Fitzgerald  &  Ray 189  250 .  00 

Houston   Electric  Company 191  28.33 


.$8,055.34 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE  CITY  CONTROLLER 

Miscellaneous  Current  Assets,  Accounts  Receivable, 
December  31,  1904. 

Balance  due  from  State  school  appropriation  for  1904 $12,305.00 

Houston  Electric  Company,  1904  franchise  tax 3,546.77 

Market  House  insurance 6,000 .  00 


Total , $21,851.77 


Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  2. 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Property  and  Improvements   December  31,    1904  and  1903. 

December  31,  December  31,  Increase 

1904.                        1903.  or  Decrease 

City  Hall  and  Market  House $    642,022.20  $    604,202.17  $  37,820. 0U 

Police  Department: 

City   Jail $      52,099.00  $      52,099.00  

Fire  Department: 

New  Central  Fire  Station $      64,093.45  $      16,002.32  $  48,091.13 

Old    Central    Fire    Station 23,078 .  75            23,078 .75  


Fire  Station  No.  1 7,648 .  50  7,648 .  50 

Fire  Station  No.  5 13,528 .  50     ,       13,528 .  50 

Fire  Station  No.  6 10,481.13  10,481.13 

Fire  Station  No.  7 13,170 .  50  13,170 .  50 

Fire  Station  No.  8 14,425.00  14,425.00 

Fire  Station  No.  9 10,768 .  50  10,768 .  50 

Fire  Station  No.  10 15,124 .  00  15,124 .  00 


.  Total $    172,318 .  33     $    124,227 .  20       $  48,091 .  13 

Health  Department: 


Crematory    $      17,168 .  00     $      17,168 .  00 

Smallpox   Camp 375.00  375 .  00 

Total f      17,543.00     $      17,543.00 


Scavenger    Department $  3,400 .  00  %  3,400 .00        

Electrical  Department: 

Fire  alarm  telegraph $  13,017 .  20  $  13,017 .20         

Street   and   Bridge   Department $  4,682.90  $  4,682.90        

City    stables I  2,686.43  $  2,686.43  ~T7^777777 

Garbage    Department $  3,360.00  $  3,360.00        7 

Sanitary  Sewer  System: 

Pumping    station $  70,876 .  29  $  70,418 .  23  $        458 .  06 

Filter  beds ." 111,761.76  111,761.76         


Intercepting    sewers 137,053 .  98  137,053 .  98 


Total $  319,692.03  $    319,233.97  $        458.06 

Schools: 

High  School   (white) %  160,500.00  $    160,500.00  

Rusk  School   (white) 25,400.00  25,400.00  

Longfellow  School    (white) 17,500.00  17,500.00  

Fannin  School   ( white) 67,500 .  00  67,500 .00  

Taylor    School    (white) 16,500.00  16,500.00  

Dow   School    (white) 20,583.00  20,583.00  

Hawthorne   School    (white) 29,700.00  29,700.00  

Cascara  School    (white) 39,800.00  39,800.00  

Jones    School    (white) 34,926.00  34,926.00  

Austin   School    (white) 23,800.00  23,800.00  

High  School   (colored) 32,450.00  32,450.00 

First  Ward  School    (colored) 3,800.00  3,800.00  

Langston  School   (colored) 10,580.00  10,580.00  

Douglass   School    (colored) 11,500.00  11,500.00  

Fifth   Ward    School    (colored) 5,000.00  5,000.00  

Sixth   Ward    School    (colored) 3,700.00  3,700.00  

Fourth  Ward  School  (colored) 11,690.00  11,690.00  

Additions  to  school   buildings 9,700.95  $    9,700.95 

Totai $  524. 62!). 95  $    514,929.00  $    9,700.95 

FOBWABD $1,755,151  .04  $U>59.380 . 87  $  96,070.17 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE  OF  THE  CITY  CONTROLLER 

Property  and  Improvements,  Etc. — Continued. 

December  31,     December  31,         Increase 
1904.  1903.  or  Decrease. 

Forwaed $1,755,451.04     $1,659,380.87       $  96,070.17 

Sam  Houston  Park $      36,511 .  65     $      35,250 .  00 

Bridges    $      61,850".  00     $      61,850 .  00 

Streets   (subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1889): 

Opening   and   widening $      22,513.71     $      16,493.21 

Paving  673,546.81  446,523.90 

Total $    696,060.52  $    463,017.11 

Sewers  (subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1899)  ..  .$      73,765.70  $      72,220.66 

Carnegie  Library  building $        8,619 .62         

Undistributed— Prior  to  Jan.  1.  1899.  .$1,659,846.16  $1,659,846.16 

Total  Property  and  Improvem'ts. $4,292,104. 69  $3,951,564.80 


$ 

1,261 

.65 

$ 

2 

6,020, 

27,022. 

50 
91 

$2 

33,043. 

41 

$ 

1,545 

.04 

$ 

8,619 

,62 

$340,539.89 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

List  of  School  Warrants  Outstanding  December  31,  1904. 

Oct.  1903  Randolph  &  Sons A323  $        3.05 

Oct.  1903  Randolph  &  Sons A329  4.70 

Oct.  1903  Randolph  &  Sons A335  3 .  00 

Nov.  1903  S.    P.    Balsee A365  .  30 

Jan.  1904  Morrison  &  Fourmy New  22  5 .  00 

March  1904  J.  V.  Dealy  Co 43  9.50 

March  1904  J.  V.  Dealy  Co 55  6.65 

April  1904  Haskins  &   Sells 62  487 .  50 

April  1904  J.  V.  Dealy  Co 63  9.65 

April  1904  L.   Lechenger 65  1.00 

April  1904  C.  H.  Meyers  &  Co 66  330.87 

May  1904  Wm.  Ware  Lumber  Co 69  159 .  85 

May  1904  Bering-Cortes   Hardware  Co 70  50.30 

May  1904  T.    Pillot 72  52 .  25 

May  1904  C.  L.  &  Theo.  Bering,  Jr 73  1.25 

May  1904  J.  J.  Pastoriza  P.  &  L.  Co 74  4 .  00 

May  1904  Queen   &  Co 77  108 .  95 

June  1904  A.  E.  Kiesling 81  3.00 

June  1904  J.  J.  Pastoriza  P.  &  L.  Co 82  4.35 

June  1904  Houston  Gas  Co 83  2 .  55 

June  1904  Fraser  &  Mclntyre 84  255.90 

June  1904  Keithly,   Hodge   &  Co 85  188 .  90 

June  1904  Houston  Printing  Co 86  13.92 

June  1904  The  Cargill   Co 87  18 .  50 

June  1904  T.    Pillot 88  2.45 

June  1904  Purdy    Bros 89  5 .  76 

June  1904  Blanche    Williams 91  6 .  04 

July  1904  J.  V.   Dealy  Co 93  64.30 

July  1904  Bering-Cortes  Hardware  Co 94  3.65 

July  1904  Purdy    Bros 97  14.33 

July  1904  Wm.  Ware  Lumber  Co 98  83.75 

Aug.  1904  Central  Coal  and  Wood  Co 103  54.00 

Aug.  1904  L.    G.   Graham 104  5 .  00 

Aug.  1904  Wm.  Ware  Lumber  Co 105  5.85 

Aug.  1904  E.  N.  Drouet  Lumber  Co 106  31.68 

Aug.  1904  Houston   Gas  Co 107  6.89 

Aug.  1904  E.  R.  Pereira 108  35.00 

Aug.  1904  J.    D.    Freeman 113  3.50 

Aug.  1904  H.   D.   Lea  &  Co 114  25.00 

Aug.  1904  Torrey  &  Co 115  40.00 

Aug.  1904  Raphael  Bros 116  17.50 

Aug.  1904  Childress  &  Taylor 117  15 .  00 

Sept.  1904  J.   T.   Taylor 121  1.1 .  08 

Sept.  1904  Fraser  &  Mclntyre 122  19 .  60 

Sept.  1904  Collins    Bros 123  10.55 

Sept.  1904  Torrey  &  Co 124  13 .  60 

Sept.  1904  Ben    Ewing 125  25 .  35 

Sept.  1904  Mcintosh   Stereopticon   Co 126  90.00 

Sept.  1904  Wm.  Ware  Lumber  Co 127    4/75 

Forward $2,319.57 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

List  of  School  Warrants  Outstanding — Continued. 

Forward $2,319.57 

Sept.  1904     Bering-Cortes    Hardware.  Co 128  31.05 

Sept.  1904     Childress  &  Taylor 130  5.70 

Oct.  1904     Howard  Chemical  Co 136  6 .  00 

Oct.  1904     The  Cargill  Co 137  108 .  60 

Oct.  1904     C.  H.  Stolting  &  Co 138  150 .  53 

Oct.  1904     A.  L.  Steele  &  Co 139  32.40 

Oct.  1904     A.  C.  Gray 140  150 .  50 

Oct.  1904     J.  V.  Dealy  Co 141  8 .  00 

Oct.  1904     Wm.  Ware  Lumber  Co 145  17 .  70 

Oct.  1904     H.  D.  Lea  &  Co 146  40 .  00 

Oct.  1904     H.  Puis,   Jr 147  18 .  85 

Oct.  1904     C.    H.    Meyers 149  500.00 

Oct.  1904     C.  L.  &  Theo.  Bering,  Jr 151  213.80 

Oct.  1904     Houston  Printing  Co 152  22.56 

Oct.  1904     Collins    Bros 155  924 .  89 

Oct.  1904     Burton    Lumber    Co 157  2.90 

Oct.  1904     Bering-Cortes    Hardware    Co 158  1.40 

Oct.  1904     E.   A.   Powers 159  12.00 

Oct.  1904     Purdy  Bros 160  281 .  85 

Oct.  1904     M.D.Bennett 161  65.20 

Oct.  1904     Houston    Chronicle 162  1.65 

Oct.  1904  Keithly,  Hodge  &  Co 163  137 .  00 

Oct.  1904     Ollre    &   Lorenzo 164  134 .  53 

Nov.  1904     Houston    Chronicle 172  2.75 

Nov.  1904     The   Cargill    Co 173  345  75 

Nov.  1904     Keithly,  Hodge  &  Co 174  485 .  00 

Nov.  1904     F.    W.    Heitmann    Co 175  2.40 

Nov.  1904     Otto    Preussner 176  1 .  50 

Nov.  1904     Hines   &  Woodruff 177  27.50 

Nov.  1904     Southwestern   Tel.   &  Tel.   Co 178  18.00 

Nov.  1904     Collins    Bros 179  10.10 

Nov.  1904     M.D.Bennett 180  401.33 

Dec.  1904     P.   W.   Horn 184  26 .  89 

Dec.  1904     E.  A.  Hudson 185  66 .  00 

Dec.  1904     H.  D.  Lea  &  Co 186  36 .  00 

Dec.  1904     A.  N.  Lewis  &  Co 187  36 .  00 

Dec.  1904     Commercial  Fire  Ins.  Co 188  36.00 

Dec.  1904     Ed.  C.   Smith 189  34 .  50 

Dec.  1904     The   Cargill   Co 192  85.15 

Dec.  1904     Houston  Drug  Co 193  25.04 

Dec.  1904     First  National  Bank 195  130.00 

Dec.  1904     O.  L.   Cochran 197  37 .  40 

Dec.  1904     S.  O.  Cotton  &  Bro 198  9 .  50 

Dec.  1904     Childress   &   Taylor 199  36.75 

Dec.  1904  L.    R.    Harris 200  33 .  60 

Dec.  1904     Houston    Printing   Co 201  1.68 

Dec.  1904     Wm.   Brocker 202  90.00 

Dec.  1904     Central  Lumber  Co 203  10.45 

Dec.  1904  Pay   roll— Superintendent   and   clerk...  204  258.33 

Total $7,434 .  30 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


Oct. 

10, 

1900 

Dec. 

27, 

1901 

Jan. 

25, 

1902 

Feb. 

24, 

1902 

Feb. 

2G, 

1902 

April 

9, 

1902 

April 

12, 

1902 

April 

25, 

1902 

Oct. 

3, 

1902 

Oct. 

4, 

1902 

Oct. 

13, 

1902 

Oct. 

17, 

1902 

Dec. 

15, 

1902 

Dec. 

31, 

1902 

OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 


Warrants  Oustanding  December  31,  1904. 

Old  Series. 

E.  T.  Heiner,  Est 1187         $      66.00 

T.   Pillot 16027  1.65 

White  Line  Moving  &  Storage  Co..  16176  2.00 

A.  Chimene  &  Co 16232  6.25 

T.    Pillot 16287  11.25 

A.   Chimene  &  Co 16381  28 .  00 

A.  Chimene   &  Co 16419  2.50 

Hal.  P.  Noland 16483  22  .  90 

H.    H.    Dooley 17219  505.69 

N.   Randolph   &   Sons 17241  .15 

Wright  &  Coombs 17290  2.25 

F.  F.   Chew 17344  100.00 

N.   Randolph   &   Sons 17690  6 .  00 

Houston  Drug  Co 17792  5 .  60 

Total $    760.24 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Warrants  Outstanding,  December  31,  1904 

New  Series. 

1903     Houston  Plumbing  and  Mfg.  Co 40 

1903     Capitol   Pharmacy 197 

1903     Otto  Erichson 209 

1903     J.   W.    Thiel 340 

1903     Capitol    Pharmacy 342 

1903     Capitol   Pharmacy 458 

1903     Capitol   Pharmacy 563 

1903     Hipp  "&  Key 572 

1903     Hipp  &  Key 709 

1903     Capitol    Pharmacy 773 

1903  Capitol    Pharmacy 905 

1904  W.  S.  Hipp 1606 

1904  Repsdorph  Tent  and  Awning  Co...   2201 

1904     Magnolia  Paper  Co 2204 

1904     J.   L.   Mitchell 2215 

1904     E.  L.  Guy 2217 

1904     E.  F.   Dupree,  Clerk 2220 

1904     S.  W.   Blodgett.  . 2222 

1904     Cramer  &  Rosenthal 2225 

1904     Sid.    Westheimer 2226 

1904     Cramer  &  Rosenthal 2231 

1904     Schosser's    Steam   Bakery 2235 

1904     Henry  Goebel 2247 

1904     O.  C.  Drew  Jr 2253 

1904     Buckley  Shoe  Co 2257 

1904     Lilienthal    Bros. .  . 2258 

1904     Northrup  &  Clark  Saddlery  Co 2259 

1904     James  P.  Welsh,  Assessor  &  Col 2263 

1904     Weems  &  Bering 2272 

1904     Texas   World 2275 

1904     James  Charlton 2276 

1904     Chapman  Mfg.  Co 2281 

1904     Haralson   Bros 2283 

1904     Lucas  &  Moodie 2285 

1904     W.  B.  Washam 2287 

1904     A.  R.  Canfleld 2295 

1904     S.  F.   Hayward  &  Co 2299 

1904     H.  C.  Cain 2328 

1904     Sid.  Westheimer 2341 

1904     J.  L.  Mitchell 2342 

1904     W.  B.  Washam 2343 

1904     Unique  Talking  Machine  Co 2344 

1904     Cramer  &  Rosenthal 2350 

1904     O.  C.  Drew,  Jr 2351 

1904     Lilienthal   Bros 2368 

1904     Schosser's   Steam  Bakery 2387 

1904     A.  A.  Szabo,  Treas.,  Pay  Rolls 2395 

1904     A.  A.  Szabo.  Treas.,  Pay  Rolls 2396 

1904  James  P.  Welsh,  Assessor  and  Col.  .   2397 

1904     A.   Lipper 2400 

1904     A.  A.  Szabo,  Treas.,  Pay  Rolls 2401 

1904     A.  A.  Szabo,  Treas.,  Pay  Rolls 2402 

Total 
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1.50 
23.75 

2.50 

2.00 

21.95 

3.70 

1.55 

29.60 

77.01 

65 

1.40 

309.15 

10.00 

6.00 

10.00 

26.10 

2.95 

52.50 

52.00 

1.50 

26.65 

2.40 

2.50 

237.87 

1.00 

13.50 

5.30 

6.30 

7.00 

10.00 

3.00 

33.04 

34.00 

19 .  00 

6.65 

1.-50 

98.29 

16.25 

6.50 

10.00 

7.00 

14.00 

10.80 

81.26 

90 

1.50 

3,957  55 

185.00 

237.42 

100.00 

5,187.57 

121.25 

$11,080.81 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Audited  Vouchers,   December  31,   1904. 

No. 

521.  Houston  Drug  Co.,  drugs $        5 .  60 

2180.  W.  E.  Carter,  wood 3 .  00 

4042.  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co.,  apparatus 2,854.65 

4038.  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co.,  apparatus 1,980.00 

5152.  Houston   Printing  Co.,   advertising 4.48 

5456.  Crystal  Ice  and  Fuel  Co.,  ice 21 .  75 

5457.  Collins  Bros.,  repairs 1.50 

5458.  Bering-Cortes  Hardware  Co.,  supplies 2.30 

5459.  Sid.  Westheimer,   carriage 8 .  00 

5460.  Milby  &  Dow,  coal 112.00 

5461.  Houston  Lyceum  and  Carnegie  Library,  app 666.67 

5462.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co.,  stationery .  .  73.00 

5463.  Houston  Daily  News,  advertising 130 .  72 

5464.  Texas  Deutche  Zeitung,  advertising 37.44 

5465.  Houston  Labor  Journal,  advertising 28.00 

5466.  Houston   Printing  Co.,   advertising 230.04 

5467.  Bller  &  Johnson,  shoeing 9 .  65 

5468.  Houston  Daily  News,  advertising „ 39 .  60 

5469.  Bering-Cortes  Hardware  Co.,  shovels 12.00 

5470.  Houston   Gas  Co.,   gas 1 .  44 

5471.  Houston  Transfer  Co.,  chain  gang. 123.00 

5472.  C.  H.  Hoencke,  repairs 8.75 

5473.  Houston  Toilet  and  Towel  Supply,  towels 1.00 

5474.  G.  A.   Schif er,  repairs 3.00 

5475.  G.  W.   Tips,   repairs 2 .  00 

5476.  South  Texas  Grain  Co.,  feed 361 .  13 

5477.  Modern  Plumbing  and  Heating  Co.,  repairs 5.25 

5478.  Schosser's  Steam  Bakery,  bread 1.50 

5479.  Lone  Star  Meat  Market,  meat 12 .  40 

5480.  John  Clay,  feed 24.15 

5481.  N.  Randolph  &  Sons,  supplies 75 

5482.  Southwestern  Oil  Co.,  oil 60 

5483.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co.,  electric  lights 278.70 

5484.  Weems  &  Bering,   insurance 87 .  50 

5485.  J.  N.  Mclver,  hay 48.00 

5486.  Simon  Roos  &  Son,  clothing 2 .  40 

5487.  Houston  Toilet  and  Towel  Supply,  towels 50 

5488.  P.  Whitty,  drawing  paper 14.20 

5489.  The  Cargill  Co.,  stationery 2.20 

5490.  F.  W.   Heitmann   Company,   bolts .15 

5491.  C.  L.  &  Theo.  Bering,  Jr.,  shovel  and  nails 21.90 

5492.  B.  A.  Riesner,  repairs 15 .  00 

5493.  Suderman,  Dolson  &  Co.,  gravel 136 .  00 

5494.  Texas  and  Louisiana  Lumber  Co.,  lumber 337.96 

5495.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co.,  shoes  and  repairs 21.75 

5496.  C.  Jim  Stewart  &  Stevenson,  supplies 2.25 

Forward $  7.733.8S 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Audited  Vouchers — Continued. 
No.  Forward $  7,733 .  88 

5497.  C.  Jim  Stewart  &  Stevenson,  supplies 14.00 

5498.  F.  H.  Stewart,  shoes 10.00 

5499.  Bering-Cortes  Hardware  Co 1.15 

5500.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co 7 .  50 

5501.  F.  H.   Stewart,  shoeing 1.25 

5502.  Henke  &  Pillot,  merchandise 1 .  20 

5503.  Keithly,  Hodge  &  Co.,  Montgomery  Avenue  sewer 240.25 

5504.  Bonner  Oil  Co.,  oil 21 .  20 

5505.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Company,  merchandise. 6.40 

5506.  W.   L.  Macatee  &   Sons,   cement 85 

5507.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co.,  oil 40 

5508.  Milby  &  Dow,  coal 7 .  00 

5509.  Houston  Water  Co.,  water 15.15 

5510.  O.  C.  Drew,  Jr.,  feed 313 .  15 

5511.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co.,  electric  lights 42.12 

5512.  Houston  Gas  Co.,  gas 9 .  50 

5513.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co.,  shoeing  and  repairs 43.75 

5514.  A.  E.  Kiesling,  chemicals 42 .  08 

5515.  Milby  &  Dow,  coal 171 .  50 

5516.  F.  W.   Heitmann  Company,   merchandise 34.88 

5517.  Magnolia  Paper  Co.,  paper 6 .  00 

5518.  Dickson  Car  Wheel  Co.,  repairs 2.25 

5519.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co.,  oil 19 .  20 

5520.  F.  H.  Stewart,  repairs 24 .  00 

5521.  Gus  W.  Tips,  repairs 21 .  80 

5522.  Jos.  F.  Meyer  Co.,  wagon 92 .  00 

5523.  N.  Randolph  &  Sons,  glazing 20.60 

5524.  Houston   Gas   Co.,   gas 12 .  75 

5525.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co.,  shoes , 1.75 

5526.  Smith  Drug  Co.,  drugs 29.05 

5527.  E.  F.   Schmidt  Pharmacy,   drugs 50 

5528.  H.  C.  Maass,  milk 9.50 

5529.  Houston  Toilet  and  Towel  Supply,  towels 1.00 

5530.  St.  Joseph's  Infirmary,  care  of  sick 154.80 

5531.  W.  B.  Washam,  drugs 8.75 

5532.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Smith,  bedding 6 .  00 

5533.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co.,  street  lights 3,374.62 

5534.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co.,  stationery 11 .  60 

5535.  J.  L.  Mitchell,  tower  clock 20 .  00 

5536.  Houston  Toilet  and  Towel  Supply,  towels 2.00 

5537.  West  &  Mueller  Fuel  Co.,  lignite 4.00 

5538.  J.  V.  Dealy  Co.,  briefs 129.00 

5539.  J.  C.  Matthews,  court  costs 7.15. 

5540.  H.  M.  Knight,  Clerk,  court  costs 27.45 

5541.  Jas.  A.  Carbary,  stenographic  work 35.95 

Forward $  12,738 .  93 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Audited  Vouchers — Continued. 

No.                  Foewaed $  12,738.9a 

5542.  Henry  Albrecht,  Clerk,  court  costs 1,005.85 

5543.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co.,  oil 1 .  60 

5544.  Houston  Toilet  and  Towel  Supply,  towels 50 

5545.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co.,  electric  lights 4.40 

5546.  The  Cargill  Co.,  stationery 56 .  00 

5547.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co.,  stationery 41.85 

5557.  W.  F.  Ludtke,  judgment 161.20 

5560.  Simon  Roos  &  Son,  blankets 90 .  00 

5561.  John  Roessler,  feeding  prisoners 454.45 

5562.  Houston  Gas  Co.,  gas 20.90 

5563.  Houston   Chronicle,    advertising 4.95 

5564.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co.,  stationery 12 .  60 

5565.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co.,  shoeing 6.75 

5566.  South  Texas  Grain  Co.,  feed 19 .  43 

5567.  Milby  &  Dow,  coal 52 .  50 

5568.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co.,  oil 80 

5569.  C.  L.  &  Theo.  Bering,  stove  pipe 90 

5570.  George  Ellis,   Chief,   sundries 16 .  10 

Total $  14,689 .  71 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


DATE   DUE. 


Tan.  3 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  3 

June  24 

Tune  24 
June  18 

July  3 

July  29 

July  25 

July  22 

July  22 

July  9 

Tuly  1 

July  1 

Aug.  27 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  19 

Aug.  17 

Aug.  6 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  17 

Aug.  17 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  12 
Sept.     3 

Oct.  21 

Oct.  24 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  27 

Nov.  2, 

Nov.  15 

Dec.  12 

Dec.  17 
Dec 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec.  8 
Dec.  12 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  21 


1904 
1904 
1904 
19U4 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1904 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Bills  Payable,   December  31,   1904. 

in  favor  of.                                rate.  amount. 
Current — 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  $        208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.34 

Borden   &  Antill 6%  469.76 

Borden   &  Antill 6%  469 .  76 

A.  J.    Tiffany 5%  187 .  50 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 5%  623.91 

Bering-Cortes   Hardware   Co 5%  112.27 

J.  V.  Dealy  Co 5%  .     69.87 

Waters  Pierce    Oil    Co 5%  25.40 

T.    Pillot 5%  1,998.81 

Houston    Water    Co 5%  75 . 03 

Houston  Gas  Co 5%  606 .  39 

Art  Metal  Construction  Co 6%  699.20 

Houston   Gas   Co 5%  31 . 02 

Houston  Printing  Co 5%  68 .  58 

B.  H.   Fox 5%  22 .  95 

Green's  Bayou  Wood  Yard 5%  90.00 

Richards  &  Co 5%  157 . 78 

Geo.    J.    Mellinger 5%  31 .  60 

A.  H.  Andrews  &  Co 5%  2,243.77 

F.   H.  Ray 5%  124.60 

Theo.  Keller 5%  75.00 

Geo.  Perkins,  Manager 5%  676.45 

M.  J.  Little 5%  250 . 00 

Standard  School  Furniture  Co 5%  2,517.76 

C.  H.  Meyers  &  Co 5%  1,383 .  93 

Barden   Electric   Co 6%  576.00 

Torrey  &  Co 5%  103.02 

Purdy  Bros 5%  40.00 

Binz  &  Settegast 5%  54 .  25 

Robt.  Bensberg 5%  1,000 . 00 

Garrison  Brick  Co 5%  180 . 00 

Jas.  B.  &  Chas.  J.  Stubbs 5%  250.00 

Lilienthal    Bros 5%  160.86 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 5%  1,871.72 

A.  J.  Tiffany 5%  187 . 50 

Bryan,   Tod   &  McRae 6%  476.25 

J.   W.   Davis 5%  8 . 00 

Commercial    National   Bank 20,000.00 

Commercial   National    Bank 15,000.00 

Commercial   National    Bank 11,000.0.0 

Commercial    National   Bank 20,000.00 

Commercial    National    Bank 25,000.00 

Commercial    National    Bank 15,000.00 

Amount  Forward $124,752.27 

Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  6.      (Continued) -1. 


Report  of  City  Controller 


47 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


DATE  DUE. 

Jan. 

10, 

1905 

Jan. 

10, 

1905 

Jan. 

Q 

1905 

Jan. 

3, 

1905 

Jan. 

3, 

1905 

Jan. 

3, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

12, 

1905 

Jan. 

19, 

1905 

Jan. 

29, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

29, 

1905 

Jan. 

29, 

1905 

Jan. 

25, 

1905 

Jan. 

25, 

1905 

Jan. 

22. 

1905 

Jan. 

22, 

1905 

Jan. 

21, 

1905 

Jan. 

9, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

8, 

1905 

Jan. 

13, 

1905 

Jan. 

24, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

12, 

1905 

Feb. 

6, 

1905 

Feb. 

5, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

1, 

1905 

Feb. 

23, 

1905 

Feb. 

1, 

1305 

Feb. 

22, 

1905 

Feb. 

11, 

1905 

Feb. 

1, 

1905 

Mar. 

Q 

1905 

Mar. 

28, 

1905 

Mar. 

29, 

1905 

Mar. 

21, 

1905 

Mar. 

12, 

1905 

Mar. 

15, 

1905 

Mar. 

3, 

1905 

Apri 

1  1 

,  1905 

OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Bills  Payable — Continued. 

IN    FAVOR   OF.                                            EATE.  AMOUNT. 

Current   {Forward) $124,752 . 27 

Otto   &  E.   Witte 7%  4,225 . 00 

W.  M.  Myers 6%  2,668.00 

Gamewell  Fire  Al'arm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.34 

Lilienthal  Bros 5%  53.62 

Robert  Bensberg 5%  333.33 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Company...    5%  322.22 

J.    Remmel 5%  10 .  60 

Arthur  C.  Burton 5%  257.45 

A.   L.    Steele   &  Co '. .5%  240 .  25 

Bering-Cortes   Hardware    Co 5%  112.26 

S.   O.  Cotton  &  Bro 5%  18 . 75 

J.  V.  Dealy  Co 5%  69.98 

Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co 5%  25 .  40 

T.    Pillot 5%  1,998 .  81 

Torrey  &  Co 5%  103 .  02 

Houston  Water  Co 5%  75 . 00 

Houston   Gas   Co 5%  606 .  39 

National  Drill  Mfg.  Co 6%  275.00 

Fraser    &    Mclntyre 5%  31.25 

South  Texas  Lumber  Co 6%  800.00 

South  Texas  Lumber  Co 5%  1,383 .  93 

Green's  Bayou  Wood  Yard 5%  90.00 

Weems   &   Bering 5%  130.15 

Richards    &    Co 5%  157 . 7* 

Geo.   J.   Mellinger 5%  31 .  60 

A.   H.   Andrews 5%  2,243.78 

F.  H.    Ray 5%  124 .  60 

Babcock-Wilcox    Co 6%  500.00 

Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 5,000.00 

Merchants'    National    Bank 5%  13,419.23 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  1,500.00 

Bowser  &  Towles 5%  725 .  00 

Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 5%  1,000 .  00 

Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 6%  21,378.80 

Raphael  Bros 5%  234 .  58 

Otto    Sens 5%  70 .  75 

Theo.   Keller 5%  75.00 

G.  W.  Perkins,  Manager 5%  676.45 

Houston  Co-Operative  "Mfg.  Co 5%  23.34 

M.    J.    Little 5%  250 .  00 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  697.22 

Forward $187.524 .  14 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Bills  Payable — Continued. 

IN   FAVOR   OF.  RATE.  AMOUNT. 

Current  {Forward) $187,524.14 


DATE  DUE. 

April 

3, 

1905 

May 

2, 

1905 

May 

16, 

1905 

May 

7, 

1905 

May 

28, 

1905 

July 

3, 

1905 

Aug. 

22, 

1905 

Sept. 

9, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

15, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

4, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

Dec. 

12, 

1905 

Dec. 

30, 

1905 

Dec. 

31, 

1905 

Dec. 

31, 

1905 

H.  C.  Still 6%  137.33 

Purdy    Bros 5%  40 .  00 

Binz  &  Settegast 5%  54 .  25 

Childress   &   Taylor 5%  221 . 75 

E.  P.  Grinstead 5%  72 .  00 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 5%  623.91 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  1,250.00 

Otto  &  E.  Witte 7%  4,225 .  00 

Frank    Sawyer 3,000 .  00 

Frank    Sawyer 1,500 .  00 

Frank   Sawyer 1,500 .  00 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  966.67 

H.   Waddell 6%  995.83 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  1,450.00 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  708.33 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  483.34 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  1,450.00 

Robert  Bensberg 5%  680.00 

John    Stadtler 5%  408 .  50 

Lilienthal    Bros 5%  160 .  88 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 5%  1,871.73 


Total  Bills  Payable $209,323 . 6 
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DATE  DUE. 

Jan. 

3, 

1906 

Jan. 

3, 

1906 

Jan. 

3, 

1906 

Jan. 

3, 

1906 

Jan. 

26, 

1906 

Mch. 

3, 

1906 

ApriJ 

1, 

1906 

Jan. 

13, 

1906 

Feb. 

22, 

1906 

Feb. 

1, 

1906 

Aug. 

22, 

1906 

Nov. 

7, 

1906 

Nov. 

4, 

1906 

Nov. 

7, 

1906 

Nov. 

7, 

1906 

Feb. 

1, 

1907 

Report  of  City  Controller  49 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Bills  Payable — Continued. 

in  favor  of.                                      rate.  amount. 
Deferred. 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.33 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  208.34 

J.    W.    Sam 6%  1,897.00 

Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 6%  21,378.80 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  697.22 

Crystal  Ice  and  Fuel  Co 5%  282.00 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  1,000.00 

Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 5%  1,000.00 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co 5%  1,000.00 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  1,450.00 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  708 .  33 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  483.33 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 6%  1,450.00 

Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 5%  1,000.00 


Total  Deferred ,  .  $  33,180.01 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 


Special   Deposits,   Repayable,   December  31,   1904. 

Collins    Brothers 2  $  20 .  00 

Keithly,   Hodge   &   Co 3  7.50 

J.    W.    Thiel 7  15.00 

W.    W.    Otter 11  5.00 

Lead  Pipe   Plumbing  Company 15  10.00 

George  Robischung    19  10.00 

F.   C.   Van   Liew 21  5 .  00 

Western   Union   Telegraph   Co 22  200 .  00 

Southwestern    Telegraph    and    Telephone    Co 23  ,  216.00 

John    Brooks 27  25.00 

Frank    &    Bammel 29  15.00 

J.  D.  Kane  &  Co 31  5.00 

Rice    Hotel 35  39.60 

D.    0.   Folk.  . 39  5.00 

C.  H.  Condon  &  Son 41  15 .  00 

J.  J.   Settegast.   Jr 43  5.00 

I.  &  G.  N.  R'y 45  25.00 

Citizens'    Telephone    Co 47  10.00 

W.    F.    Puis 49  5.00 

D.  G.    Miller 51  5.00 


Total    $        643.10 


Exhibit  "A" — Schedule  No.  7. 


Report  of  City  Controller  51 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Miscellaneous  Current  Liabilities, 
December  31,  1904. 

J.  W.  Thiel,  old  balance  on  contract $  117.20 

Alexander  Potter,  balance  on  contract 1,238 .  56 

W.  E.  Scott  and  others,  account  Interurban  Railway 2,500.00 

J.  C.  Hutcheson,  judgment  and  interest 2,958.86 

Julia  Bartels,  judgment  and  interest 3,815 .  22 

Interest  accrued   on  bills  payable 8,405 .  23 

Total    $  19,035.07 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Bonded  Debt,  December  31,  1904. 

jmmmtmm.  rate.  amount. 

July     1,1876     Consolidated  bonds 6%         $      14,000.00 

Jan.      1,1882     Funding  bonds    6%  524,000.00 

Tuly     1,1888     Compromise    bonds 6%  500,000.00 

July     1,1888     Compromise    bonds    5%  503,000.00 

May     1,  1894     Public  school  building  bonds 6%  100,000.00 

May     1,  1896     Bridge   building  bonds 5%  39,000.00 

Jan.     1,1897     Market  House  funding  bonds 5%  109,000.00 

July     1,  1897     Paving  and  sewer  bonds 5%  250,000  00 

Dec.     1,  1897     School    building   bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Jan.     1,  1898     School   building   refunding  bonds..    5%  60,000.00 
July     1,  1898     Paving,   sewer  and   permanent   im- 
provement bonds    5%  100,000 . 00 

Jan.     2,1899     Paving  and  sewer  bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Nov.  15,  1899     Sewerage     and      sanitary      system 

bonds     5%  300,000 .  00 

Aug.     1,  1901     Paving  bonds   5%  240,000 .  00 

Aug.     1,  1901     Sewer   bonds    5%  60,000 .  00 

Aug.     1,1901     School    building    bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Aug.  15,  1903     Market,  engine  and  school  house..   5%  100,000.00 

Oct.      1,1903     Paving  bonds 5%  300,000.00 

Oct.      1,1904     Improvement  bonds    5%  100,000.00 


Total     $3,499,000 .  00 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Statement  of   Revenue   and   Expense   for   the   Years 
Ended  December  31,  1904  and  1903. 

1904.  1903. 

Revenue — 

Schedule   1,   Exhibit   "B" $869,778  31     $787,586  87 

Expense: 

Ordinary— Schedule   No.   2 $807,299  31     $673,413  15 

Extraordinary— Schedule    No.    2 30,75128         22,335  26 

Total  Expense ' $838,050  59     $695,748  41 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expense $  31,727  72     $  91,838  46 


Exhibit   "B: 
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CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Revenue,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Years  Ended 
December  31,  1904  and  1903. 

General  Government:  Increase 

Law  Department—  1904.  1903.  *Decrease. 

City  Attorney's  office $       378.43  $        290.18     $  88.25 

Finance  Department — 

City  Assessor  and  Collector: 

Interest  $     3,703 .  17  $     2,683 .  31     $     1,019 .  86 

Advertising  and  costs 2,884.30  2,341.50  542.80 

Total $     6,587.47  $     5,024.81     $     1,562.66 

Total  General  Government $     6,965.90  $     5,314.99     $     1,650.91 

Public  Safety: 

Police  Department — 

Special  details  and  appointments $     4,114.90  $     2,624.00     $     1,490.90 

Pound    fees    2,587 .  60  2,925 .  80  *  338 .  20 

Dog  licenses    550 .00  550 .  00       

Total $     7,252.50  $     6,099.80     $     1,152.70 

Corporation  Court — 

Fines  and  costs $     9,162.35  $     7,307.35     $     1,855.00 

Fire  Department   $        332.25*$        332 .  25 

Scavenger  Department    $  15,390 .  25  $  15,169 .  60     $        220 .  65 

City    Sealer    $  1.50*$  1.50 

-Boiler  Inspector — 

Inspection  fees    $        907.50  $        565.00     $        342.50 

Engineer's  examination  fees 422.50  290 .  50  132 .  00 

Total     $     1,330.00  $        855.50     $        474.50 

Electrical  Department   $     2,507 .  10  $     2,612 .  05  *$        104 .  95 

Total   Public    Safety $  35,642 .  20  $  32,378 .  05     $     3,264 .  15 


Revenue     (Forward) $42,608.10     $37,693.04     $     4,915.06 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  1.  (Continued)-i. 


Report  of  City  Controller  55 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 


Revenue,  Etc. — Continued. 


Increase, 
1904  1903.  *Decrease. 

Revenue     {Forward) $42,608.10     $37,693.04     $     4,915.06 


Public  Works: 
City  Engineer — 

Survey  fees   $  785.50  $        809.25*$  23.75 

Building  permits    1,707 .  50           1,282 .  00  424 .  50 

Plumbing  and  sewer  inspection  fees..  726.00             775.00  *  49.00 

Other  257.00      442.70*  185.70 

Total    $  3,476.00  $     p08.95     $  167~7o75 

Street  and  Bridge  Department $  172.50  $        586.42  *$  413.92 

Total  Public  Works $  3,648.50  $     37891737  *$  246.87 

Public  Industries: 

Markets $16,577.30  $     8,279.25     $  8,298.05 

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 

Schools    $67,156.51  $45,230.16     $21,926.35 

Sam  Houston  Park   158.65                59.70     .  98.95 


Total    Public    Education,    Recrea- 
tion and  Art $67,315.16  $45,289.86     $22,025.30 

Taxation  : 

Ad  valorem  tax $686,565 .  68  $631,458 .  34     $  55,107 .  34 

Oceupation  tax — 

Merchants $     3,934.25  $     3,587.55     $        346.70 

Liquor .     17,712.50  14,477.35           3,235.15 

Beer     5,243.65  3,702.54           1,541.11 

Other   2,979.67  3,075.62  *            95.95 

Total    $  29,870.07  $  24,843.06     $     5,02776T 

Poll  tax    $     5,310.00  $~7pT370()     %~ 27997700 

Franchise  tax $     £306.77  $     5,545.06  *$     1,238.29 

Total   Taxation    $726,052.52  $664,159.46     $-6l7893706 

Premium  on  Bonds $     7,033.34  $     3,099.98     $     37933736 

Unclaimed  Wages $          20.00  *$          20700 

Miscellaneous     $     6,543.39  $725^149791  *$T87606752 

Total   Revenue    $869,778.31  $787,586 . 87     $~S2,191.44 


Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  i.  (Concluded) -2. 


56  Report  of  City  Controller 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Expenses,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Years  Ended 
December  31,  1903  and  1904. 

ORDINARY  EXPENSE—  1904.  1903.  *Decrease. 

General  Government  : 
Executive — 
Mayor's  office: 

Salaries     %  3,722 .  19     $     3,000 .  00     $        722 .  19 

Other     89 .  10  24 .  00  65 .10 


Total  Executive   %  3,811.29  $     3,024.00     $  787.29 

Legislative — 
City  Council: 

Salaries     $     5,173 .  20  $     2,880 .  00     $  2,293 .  20 

Other     35.00                  4.00  31.09 

Total     .$  5,208720  $     2,884.00     $~27324720 

City  Secretary: 

Salaries    $  3,094 .  84  $     2,970 .  00     $  124 .  84 

Stationery    and    printing 300.20              504.66*  204.46 

Other     146.60              324.65*  178.05 

Total $     3,541.64  $     3,799.31  *$  257767 

Total   Legislative    $  8,749.84  $     6,683.31     $  27066.53 

Laiv  Department — 
City  Attorney: 

Salaries     $  7,586 .  55  $     6,174 .  93     $  1,411 .  62 

Court    costs     2,758.51              286.70  2,471.51 

Other     1,087.99              991.33  96.66 

Total  Law  Department $  11,432.75  $     7,452.96     $  3^979779" 

Finance  Department — 
City  Controller's  office: 

Salaries     $  3,000.00  $     2,310.00     %  690.00 

Stationery   and   printing 313.10              303.71  9.35* 

Other     15.00                  2.40  12.60 

Total     %  3,328.10  $     2,616.11     ?  71T799 

City  Treasurer's  office: 

Salaries     %  2,664.38  %     2,420.00     %  244.38 

Stationery  and   printing 2.70                52.79  *  50.09 

Other     12.00                28.75*  16.75 

Total     $  2,679.08  $     2,501.54     $  177.54 

City  Assessor  and  Collector's  office: 

Salaries     $  9,058.06  %     7,864.03     $  1,194.06 

Advertising    547.52           1,465.00*  917.48 

Stationery  and  printing 507.78              821.71*  313-.93 

Other     442.57              296.06  146.51 

Total     $  10,555.93  $  10,446.80     %  109J-~3 

Total    Finance    Department. $  16,563.11  $"15,564.45     %  998766 

General  Government    (Forward) $  40,556.99  $  32,724.72     $~ 7,832727 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)-i. 


Report  of  City  Controller  57 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 

1904  1903.  *Decrease. 

Ordinary  Expense  {Continued). 

General  Government   {Forward) $40,556.99  $32,724.72  $     7,832.27 

Miscellaneous — 

City  Hall: 

Repairs  and  renewals $        281.40  $          34.50  $        246.90 

Salaries— operation   1,537 .  00  725 .  00  812 .  00 

Other— operation    705.91  2,287 .  81  *       1,581 .  90 

Total    .' $     2,524.31  $     3,047.31*$        523.00 

Board  of  Appraisement: 

Salaries     $     1.550.00  $     1,320.00  $        230.00 

Elections    $     1,780.21       $     1,780.21 

Damages  not  Chargeable  to  Dep'ts: 

Injuries  to  individuals  $          20.00  $        656.50*$        636.50 

Damages   to   property 7460 .  28  150 .  00  7,310 .  28 

Total     $     7,480.28  $        806.50  $     6,673.78 

Interest  on  bonded  debt $181,961 .  66  $162,318 .  27  $  19,643 .  39 

Miscellaneous  interest  and  exchange.?  13,950.09  $  13,826.37  $        123.72 

Electric   lights    $38,064.62  $30,835.01  $     7,229.61 

Water    $23,930.88  $23,781.00  $        149.88 

Miscellaneous: 

Salaries     $          90 .  00  $            90.00      

Other     24,729.86  16,277.99  8,451.87 

Total    $24,819.86  $16,367.99  $     8,451.87 

Total    Miscellaneous $296,061.91  $252,302.45  $43,759.46 

Total  General  Government $336,618.90  $285,027.17  $  51,591  73 

Ordinary  Expense   {Forward) $336,618.90  $285,027.17  $51,591.73 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)— 2. 


58  Report  of  City  Controllor 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 

1904  1903.            *Decrease. 

Ordinary  Expense    {Forward) $336,618 .  90  $285,027 .  17     $  51,591 .  73 

Public  Safety: 
Police  Department — 

Salaries     ....$58,796.35  $54,232.38     $  4,563.97 

Repairs   and    renewals,    wagon    and 

harness    „ 50  9 .  00  *  8.50 

Live  stock,   replacement  and  keep..          268.90  356.71  *  87.81 

Repairs   and    renewals — buildings...          115.35  42.00  73.35 

Repairs   and    renewals — equipment..          250.45  116.30  134.15 

Light  and  heat 407.30  343.03  64.27 

Subsistence  of  prisoners « 3,544 .  33  2,007 .  46  1,536 .  87 

Stationery  and   printing 157.30  191.45  *  34.15 

Other     590.10  600.97*  10.87 

Repairs   and   renewals — pound, 1.20  *  1.20 

Other   expenses — pound 375.96  704 .  47  *  328 .  51 

Total     , $64,506.54  $58,604.97     $  5,901.57 

Corporation  Court — 

Salaries     $     2,400.00  $     2,400.00       

Other 188 .  25  113 .  35     $  74 .  90 

Total    $     2,588.25  $     2,513.35     $  74.90 

Fire  Department — 

Salaries     $  54,233 .  48  $  52,161 .  69     $  2,071 .  79 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings 47.43  890.56*  843.13 

Repairs  and  renewals,  furniture  and 

bedding 107.50  44.00  63.50 

Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment. ..     11,699.23  2,773.74  8,925.49 

Live  stock,  replacement  and  keep...       5,418.69  4,992.47  426.22 

Fuel  for  engines 1,101.94  761.75  340.19 

Lubricants  and  other  engine  supplies          351.31  339.12  12.19 

Chemicals     '  116.53  48.74  67.79 

Rent 125 .  00  1,550 .  00  *  1,425 .  00 

Light  and  heat 781.38  992.32  *  210.94 

Stationery  and   printing 85.35  65.05  20.30 

Other     337.95  296.63  41.32 

Total     $74,405.79  $64,916.07     $  9.4R9.72 

Public  Safety   {Forward) $141,500.58  $126,034.39     $  15,466.19 

Ordinary  Expense    (Fonvard) $336,618 .  90  $285,027 .  17     $  51,591 . 73 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)-3. 


Report  of  City  Controller  59 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 
1904  1903.  *Decrease. 

Oedinary  Expense   {Forward) $336,618.90  $285,027.17     $51,591.73 

Public  Safety   {Forward) $141,500.58  $126,034.39     $15,466.19 

Health  Department — 

Salaries,  superintendence     $     3,305 .  52  $     3,042 .  50     $  263 .  02 

Salaries,  inspectors     4,297 .  35           4,477 .  50  *  180 .  15 

Operation,    pesthouse 1,061.90           1,386.70*  324.80 

Quarantine    expense 1,273 .  16              740 .  58  532 .  58 

Drugs,  chemicals  and  appliances 3,484.05           3,292.50  191.55 

Stationery  and   printing ,          71.45              127.39  *  55.94 

Other     44.65              168.55*  23.90 

Total     $13,538.08  $13,235.72     $  302.36 

City  Scavenger  Department — 

Salaries    and  wages $  11,023 .  95  $  10,612 .  66     $  411 .  29 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings   7.50  *  7.50 

Repairs    and    renewals,    equipment..          387.30              464.75  *  .77.45 

Live  stock,   replacement  and   keep..        2,529.75           2,342.31  187.44 

Stationery  and  printing 107 .  55              127.02*  19 .  47 

Other 310.00              460.15*  150.15 

Total     $  14,358 .  55  $  14,014 .  39     $  344 .  16 

City  Sealer  {office  abolished)  — 

Other     $          20.25*$  20.25 

Boiler  Inspector — 

Salaries     $     1,384.16  $        805.00     $  579.16 

Other     163.75                29.00  134.75 

Total     $     1,547.91  $        834.00  713.91 

Electrical  Department — 

Salaries,  superintendance     $     1,500 .  00  $     1,670 .00  *$  170 . 00 

Salaries,  inspectors    1,210 .  00           1,140 .00  70 .  00 

Repairs  and  renewals,  F.  A.  telegraph       1,267.13           1,264.00  3.13 

Other     401.10              311.08  90.02 

Total    $     4,378.23  $     4,385.08  *$  6.85 

Total  Public  Safety $175,323 .  35  $158,523 .  83     $  16,799 . 52 


Ordinary  Expense    {Fonvard) $511,942.25     $443,551.00     $68,391.25 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)-4. 


60  Report  of  City  Controller 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 
1904  1903.  *Decrease. 

Ordinary  Expense  (Fomoarcl) $511,942.25  $443,551.00     $  68,391.25 

Public  Works: 

Board  of  Public  Works $        239.75  $        284.75*$  45.00 

City  Engineer — 

Salaries     $  11,316.59  $  10,694.72     $  621.87 

Repairs  and  renewals,  instruments..            34.45               11.95  32.50 

Stationery  and   printing 179.25              327.96  *  148.71 

Other     i 326.80            .248.03  78.77 

Total    $  11,857.09  $  11,282.66     $  574.43. 

Street  and  Bridge  Department — 

Salaries,   superintendence $     2,171.78  $     1,950.00     $  221.78 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings 50               14.10*  13.60 

Repairs  and  renewals,    equipment...       1,117.14              918.56  198.58 

Repairs  and  renewals,    bridges 9,742 .  98           6,586 .  88  3,156 .  10 

Live  stock,  replacement  and  keep 3,172.34           3,355.86  *  183.52 

Street    cleaning 19,137.20         23,797.14*  4,659.94 

;Street    repairing 25,169 .  44           4,170 .  34  20,999 .  10 

Other    2,639 .  80           2,342 .  27  297 .  53 

Total $  63,151.18  $  43,135.15     $  20,0167o3 

Garbage  Department — 

Salaries    and   wages $  12,166 .  87  $  10,387 .  04     $  1,779 .  83 

Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment...           351.67              432.55  *  180.88 

Live   stock,   replacement  and   keep..       2,915.36           2,969.02  *  53.66 

Other    2,434.10                24.77  2,409.33 

Total $  17,868.00  $  13,813738     $  4,054.62 

Sewer  System — 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  pumping  sta- 
tion,  operation $     5,677.50  $     5,060.08     $  617.42 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  pumping  sta- 
tion, repairs  and  renewals 1,161.97                96.43  1,065.54 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  filter  beds. .       3,142.48           1,790.70  1,351.78 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  other 2,512.54           2,363.52  149.02 

Sewers,  repairs  and  renewals 6,303.66              821.65  5,482.01 

Sewer   inspections 1,378.75           1,483.00*  105.75 

Other     296.41              371.12*  74.71 

Total    $  20,473.1*1  $  11,986.50     $  8,486.81 

Total   Public    Works $113,589 .  33  $  80,502 .  44     $  33,086" .  89 

Ordinary  Expense    (Fonvard) $625,531.58  $524,053.44     $101,478.14 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)- 5. 


Report  of  City  Controller  61 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 
1904.  1903.  *Decrease. 

Ordinary  Expense   {Forward) $625,531.58  $524,053.44  $101,478.14 

Public  Industries: 
Markets — 

Salaries     $     3,530 .  50  $     2,214 .  20  $     1,316 .  30 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings 4.50  35.00  *            30.50 

Other    1,903.98  39.25  1,864.73 

Total     $     5,438.98     $     2,288.45     $     3,150.53 

Total  Public  Industries $     5,438.98     $     2,288.45     $     3,150.53 

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 

Schools     $164,292.75     $140,627.67     $  23,665.08 

Sam  Houston  Park — 

Salaries     $  840 .  00     $        743 .  87     $  96 .  13 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings 319.70  566.74  *  247.04 

Repairs    and    renewals,    equipment..  133.32  352.05  *  218.73 

Animals,  replacement  and  keep 1,213.28  990.55  222.73 

Maintenance  of  grounds 2,685 .  87  1,676 .  73  1,009 .  14 

Other 331.36  445.75*  114.39 

Total     $     5,523 .  53     $     4,775 .  69     $        747 .  84 

Houston  Lyceum  and  Carnegie  Library. $     6,512.47     $     1,667.90     $     4,845.57 

Total    Public    Education,    Recrea- 
tion   and    Art $176,328.75     $147,071.26     $29,257.49 

Total    Ordinary    Expense $807,299.31     $673,413.15     $133,886.16 

EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENSE— 

Certificates  of  indebtedness   (Storrie)..§     7,400.00     $  12,500.00  *$     4,600.00 

Miscellaneous — 

Opening  McKee,  Noble  and  Lee  Sts.  .$  500.00 
Opening  through   Block   314    Shearn 

Addition     270.00 

Opening  Meadow    Street 427.00 

Opening  Heiner    Street 300.00 

Total     $     1,497.00     $     5,821.31*$     4.324.31 

Extbaobdinary  Expense  (Forward) $     8,897.00     $18,321.31*$     8,924.31 

Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)-6. 


62  Report  of  City  Controller 

CITY  OF  HOUSTON 
OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY   CONTROLLER 

Expense,  Etc. — Continued. 

Increase. 
1904.  1903.  *Decrease. 

Total  Ordinary  Expense  {Forward) $807,299.31     $673,413.15     $133,886.16 

Extraordinary  Expense  {Forward) $     8,897.00     $  18,321.31  *$     8,924.31 

Electrical   Department — 

Fire   alarm    system $     3,898 .  91 

Sewer  Department — 

On  San  Felipe  and  Valentine $  138.75 

On    Montgomery    Avenue 201 .  00 

Catch  basins 59 .  00 

Preston  Avenue  tunnel,   pump 822.00 

Montgomery   Avenue   tunnel 240.25 

.  Total     $     1,461 .  00     $        516 .  10     $        944 .  90 

Market  House — 

Six   large  doors $        410 .  00 

Schools — 

New  buildings  and  repair  old $     9,700.95 

Park  Department — 

Lavatory     $        868 .  60 

Band    stand 253.55 

Total    $     1,122.15  $        139.50  $        982.65 

Houston  Lyceum  and  Carnegie  Lio'y.%     5,261.27  $     3,358.35  $     1,902.92 

Total  Extraordinary  Expense $30,751.28  $22,335.26  $     8,416.02 

GRAND  TOTAL   EXPENSE $838,050 .  59  $695,748 .  41  $142,302 .  18 
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Report  of  City  Controller  63 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 

Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  Year  Ended 

December  31,   1904. 

Bal.  on  haud  Bat.  on  hand 

Jan.  1,1904.          Receipts  Disbursements  Dec.  31,1904. 
Ix  hands  of  Treasurer: 

General    fund     $    6,415.37        $    517,797.22  $    520,046.28  $    4,166.31 

Paving   fund    178,758.03            123,267.98  240,155.95  61,870.06 

Sewer  fund 26.00           26.00 

Market  house  fund   53,822.40                   45.64  53,868.04         

Fire   engine   house  fund    27,008.25               6,079.22  33,177.47         

Special    deposit   fund    467.50               1,144.40  868.80  743.10 

School    fund     723.96            138,113.77  138,019.56  818.17 

School    building    fund     9,837.05  9,700.95  136.10 

Bond    fund     106,958.90            106,958.90 

Fire  alarm  system  fund   3,500.00  3,151.54  348.46 


$267,311.51        $    906,744.18        $    990,014.59        $175,041.10 

IX  OTHER  HANDS: 

Board    of    Liquidation $  9,323.78 

Assessor    and    Collector    68,057.24 

Police    Department    18.50 

Scavenger    Department     65.25 

Electrical    Department     4.50 

Market    Master    

Working    funds 675.00 


224,050.00 

$    181.992.55 

$  51,381.23 

711,627.24 

742,886.40 

36,798.08 

16,463.85 

16.217.05 

265.30 

15,236,75 

15,298.00 

4.00 

2,153.40 

2,148.40 

9-50 

16,577.30 

16,421.55 

155.75 
675.00 

$  78,144.27        $    986,108.54        $    974,963.95        $  89,288.86 
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64  Report  of  City  Controller 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


OFFICE   OF  THE   CITY  CONTROLLER 


Supplemental  Report  of  City  Auditor. 

SHOWING  PAYMENTS   MADE  BY  THE  CITY  OF  HOUSTON  FROM  JANUARY  1,   1905, 
TO    JANUARY    20,    1905. 

Borden  &  Antill $  469  76 

C.  R.  Cummings  &  Co 180  00 

J.  B.  Stubbs 250  00 

Arthur  C.  Burton 257  45 

Lilienthal  Bros 160  86 

South  Texas  Lumber  Co 800  00 

Binz   &   Settegast 54  25 

B.  H.  Fox 22  95 

Houston  Printing  Co 68  58 

Houston  Water  Co 150  03 

Houston  Gas  Co 1,243  80 

P.  H.  Ray .  . 124  60 

G.   W.   Perkins,  Manager 676  45 

A.   J.   Tiffany 375  00 

Richards   &    Co 157  78 

Bryan,  Tod  &  McRae 476  25 

Simon  Roos  &   Son 90  00 

Bering-Cortes  Hardware  Co 224  53 

National  Drill  &  Mfg.  Co 275  00 

Robt.    Bensberg 666  66 

Texas  Lamp  &  Oil  Co 50  80 

Fraser  &  Mclntyre '. 31  25 

Torrey  &  Co 103  02 

C.  H.  Meyer 500  00 

$  7,409  02 

J.  C.  Hutcheson,  judgment $  2,696  00 

W.  F.  Ludtke,  judgment 161  20 

Commercial  National  Bank 106,000  00 

Houston  Water  Co 21,111  20 


$137,377  42 


ANNUAL  MESSAGE 

OF 

ALEXANDER  A.  SZABO 

TREASURER  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HOUSTON. 

For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,    1904. 
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Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson. 

Dear  Sie — In  obedience  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter, 
I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  statement  as  Treasurer  for  the 
year  beginning  January  1,  1904,  and  ending  December  31,  1904. 

General  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $     6,415 .  37 

Receipts 663,797 .  22 

Totai $670,212.59 

Disbursements     $666,046 .  28 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance    4,166 .  31 

Total .$670,212.59 

Jan.     1,1905     Balance  forward    $     4,166.31 

Special  Deposit  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $        467 .  50 

Receipts  1,521 .  90 

Totai $     1,989.40 

Disbursements   $     1,246 .  30 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance    743 .  10 

Totai $     1,989.40 

Jan.     1,  1905     Balance  forward    $        743.10 

Paving  Bond  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $178,758 .  03 

Receipts   361,270.86 

Totai $540,028.89 

Disbursements   $478,158.83 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance    61,870 .  06 

Total ' $540,028.89 

Jan.     1,  1905     Balance  forward $  61,870.06 

Market  House  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance     $  53,822 .  40 

Receipts  12,306 .  91 

Total •  $  66,129.31 

Disbursements   $  66,129 .  31 
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Fire  Engine  House  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $  27,098 .  25 

Receipts 6,079.22 

Total $  33,177.47 

Disbursements   $  33,177 .  47 

Sewer  Bond  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $  26 .  00 

Disbursements   $  26 .  00 

Fire  Alarm  Fund. 

Mcb.  17,  1904     Receipts   $     3,500 .  00 

Disbursements   $     3,151 .  54 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance    348 .  46 

Total $     3,500.00 

Jan.     1,1905     Balance  forward   $        348.46 

School  House  Fund. 

Receipts  $     9,837 .  05 

Disbursements   $     9,700 .  95 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance 136.10 

Total $     9,837.05 

Jan.     1,1905     Balance  forward   $        136.10 

Public  School  Fund. 

Jan.     1,  1904     Balance    $        723.96 

Receipts  138,113 .  77 

Total $138,837 .  73 

Disbursements   $138,019 .  56 

Dec.  31,  1904     Balance     818 .  17 

Total '$138,837 .  73 

Jan.     1,  1905     Balance  forward $        818 .  17 

Bond  fund  on  hand $106,958 .  90 


I,  Alexander  A.  Szabo,  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Houston,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  report  of 
the  financial  condition  of  said  city,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Alexander  A.  Szabo, 
Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Houston,  Texas. 
Houston,   Texas,  January   12,   1905. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  January  12,  1905. 
[seal]  E.  Y.  Sfeed, 

Notary  Public.  Ham's  County,  Texas. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


JAMES  P.  WELSH 

CITY  ASSESSOR  AND  COLLECTOR 


SHOWING  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSITION  OF  TAXES 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,   1904. 
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Houston",  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter 
and  Eevised  Code  of  Ordinances  of  the  City  of  Houston  relative 
to  the  heads  of  departments  making  their  annual  reports,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  for  the  year  1904.  Also  find  attached  report 
of  expenditures  of  this  office  for  the  same  period,  showing  the  ex- 
pense of  the  office  to  be  $10,555.93,  leaving  a  credit  balance  of 
the  appropriation  to  this  office  of  $44.07. 

You  will  also  find  a  healthy  increase  in  collections  of  all  kinds 
of  taxes  for  the  year  1904,  as  my  report  will  show  $147,820.38  col- 
lected more  than  the  year  1903. 

We  have  had  made  plats  and  profiles  of  the  new  extension  of 
the  city,  and  all  that  is  necessary  now  is  to  put  same  in  block 
book  form  and  the  taxpayer  can  locate  his  property  just  the  same 
as  the  present  system  in  vogue  in  this  department  for  inside  prop- 
erty. Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  people  in  the  new  limits  are 
coming  in  and  paying  their  taxes,  as  well  as  assessing  their  prop- 
erty for  the  year  1905. 

The  back  tax  records  in  this  department  need  a  general  revision 
and  compiling  to  meet  the  demands  for  information  for  the  gen- 
eral public,  and  I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $2,500.00 
be  allowed  for  said  work,  for  it  will  take  some  time  to  complete 
the  work  thoroughly. 

Thanking  you  for  the  assistance  you  have  given  this  depart- 
ment, I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

James  P.  Welsh, 
City  Assessor  and  Collector. 

P.  S. — I  would  recommend  that  the  budget  allowance  for  1904 
be  made  $13,100. 
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City  of  Houston — Office  of  Assessor  and  Collector. 

ANNUAL  REPORT     OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISTRIBUTION  THEREOF 
DURING    THE    YEAR    1904. 

COLLECTIONS. 

Ad  valorem  tax,  bond $229,741.82 

Ad  valorem  tax,  general 299,742 .  04 


Costs  and  interest   $  6,587 .  47 

Costs  of  court   378.43 

Occupation  tax,  Merchant's    3,934.25 

Liquor * 17,712.50 

Beer 5,243 .  65 

Other    2,979.67 

Poll  tax 5,310 .  00 

Franchise  tax   745 .  00 


$599,483.86 


42,890.97 

Special  deposits $     1,139 .  40 

Permits  and  fees 4,035 .  25 

Engineer  certificates  402 .  50 

Miscellaneous 50,101 .  65 

Bills  for  collection,  general   6,975.98 

Special    6,597 .  63 

69,252.41 
Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1903 68,057.24 


$779,684.48 


DISTRIBUTIONS. 

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer,  January  ....$135,000.00 

February    45,649 .  00 

March    40,000 .  00 

April    34,500 .  00 

May    21,650 .  00 

June 19,300 .  00 

July 10,177 .  79 

August    5,300 .  00 

September    27,202 .  52 

October   68,003 .  45 

November 18,500 .  00 

December 93,553.64 


$518,836.40 
Forward $518,836.40 
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DISTRIBUTIONS— Continued. 

Forward $518,836.40 

Deposited  with  Board  of  Liquidation,  January$  60,000.00 

February    10,000 .  00 

March    20,000 .  00 

July    , 550.00 

August    2,500 .  00 

September    17,500 .  00 

October    53,500 .  00 

November    5,000.00 

December    55,000 .  00 

224,050.00 
Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1904 36,798.08 

$779,684.48 


City  of  Houston — Assessor  and  Collector's  Department. 

STATEMENT  OF  REVENUE,  EXPENSE  AND  UNEXPENDED  APPRO- 
PRIATION  FOR  THE   MONTHS   OF  DECEMBER,    1904  AND 
1903?    AND    FOR    THE    TWELVE    MONTHS    ENDED 
DECEMBER    31,    1904    AND    1903. 

REVENUE. 

— Month  of  December — 

1904.  1903.         Increase. 

(a)      Interest    $168.08         $120.20         $47.88 

( 1) )     Advertising  and  costs 201 .  00  112 .  00  89 .  00 

Total    Revenue $369 .  08         $232 .  20         $136 .  88 

EXPENSE. 

— Month  of  December — 

1904.  1903.         Increase. 

(a)     Salaries    $735.00         $725.00         $10.00 

(c)  Stationery  and  printing 97.85  97.85 

(d)  Other 6.50         6.50 

Total    Expense $839.35         $725.00         $114.35 

REVENUE. 

For  the  twelve  months  ended  December  31: 

1904.  1903.  Increase. 

(a)  Interest    $3,703.17  $2,683.31  $1,019.86 

( b )  Advertising  and  costs 2,884 .  30  2,341 .  50  542 .  80 

Total  Revenue $6,587.47         $5,024.81         $1,562.66 
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EXPENSE. 

For  the  twelve  months  ended  December  31: 

1904.                 1903.  Increase. 

(a)  Salaries  $9,058.06         $7,864.03  $1,194.03 

(b)  Advertising    547.52           1,451.40  *903.88 

(c)  Stationery  and  printing 570.93              824.00  *253.07 

(d)  Other   379.42              296.06  83.36 

Total   Expense $10,555 .  93       $10,435 .  49  $120 .  44 

*Decrease. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1904 $10,600.00 

Amount  expended  as  above 10,555 .  93 


Balance  unexpended $        44.07 

Percentage  of  appropriation  unexpended,  41  per  cent. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


F.  L.  DORMANT 

CITY  ENGINEER 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1904. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 
Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor,  Houston,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir — In  accordance  with  Section  No.  12  of  the  City  Char- 
ter, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Engineering  Department  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 3.1,  1904.  The  report  is  self-explanatory  as  to  details  and  cost 
of  structures. 

The  city  has  in  contemplation  the  paving  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  streets  with  gravel,  sanitary  sewers,  etc.  In  the  matter  of 
gravel  streets,  I  desire  to  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  city 
purchase  enough  grayel  to  keep  in  repair  the  present  gravel  pave- 
ments. If  this  is  not  done,  it  will  materially  cut  short  the  life 
of  this  class  of  pavement,  especially  in  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Wards,  where  the  drainage  is  extremely  poor. 

I  also  urgently  request  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers,  such  official  to  have  also  responsible  charge 
of  the  Sewer  Pumping  Station  and  the  filter  beds.  In  this  con- 
nection I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  made  by  me,  dated 
January  10,  1903,  in  which  I  reported  on  the  condition  of  the 
filter  beds.  Little  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  then  existing  de- 
fects, and  something  should  be  done  at  once.  As  these  beds  are 
located  at  a  distance  of  four  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city,  it 
is  an  impossibility  for  this  department  to  give  them  the  neces- 
sary attention,  hence  my  recommendation. 

During  the  year  attention  has  been  called  to  the  necessity  of 
putting  the  present  bridges  in  good  condition.  They  should  be 
painted  and  the  Louisiana  and  Franklin  Street  bridges  should  be 
thoroughly  repaired. 

The  two  railroad  tunnels,  one  under  the  I.  &  Gr.  N".  E'y  and 
the  other  under  the  G.,  H.  &  S.  A.  E'y,  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  are 
nearing  completion,  in  fact,  the  one  under  the  I.  &  Gr.  N".  R'y,  called 
the  Preston  Avenue  Tunnel,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  city  in  a 
few   days. 

In  regard  to  the  Preston  Avenue  Tunnel,  I  will  state  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  city  to  provide  for  its  drainage.  To  do  this 
it  was  necessary  to  reconstruct  a  portion  of  the  Buffalo   Street 
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sewer,  and  to  install  an  automatic  electric  pump  to  take  care  of 
the  rainfall  on  the  tunnel  approaches.  It  was  found  impossible 
to  drain  the  tunnel  directly  into  the  Buffalo  Street  sewer,  on  ac- 
count of  its  size,  and  the  position  of  the  hydraulic  grade  line. 
The  G.,  H.  &  S.  A.  R'y  takes  care  of  its  own  drainage  at  the  Mont- 
gomery Avenue  Tunnel. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  work  of  repaying  Willow  and  San 
Jacinto  Streets  with  brick  has  been  completed,  thus  providing 
these  important  thoroughfares  with  a  first  class  pavement.  The 
break  in  the  pavement  on  Washington  Avenue  near  the  Milam 
Street  bridge  has  been  repaired,  and  the  drainage  materially  im- 
proved at  that  point.  The  drainage  of  that  portion  of  Houston 
Avenue  lying  between  the  H.  &  T.  C.  R'y  and  Center  Street  has 
been  remedied. 

Plans  are  now  being  prepared  with  a  view  of  substituting  elec- 
tricity for  steam  power  at  the  Sewer  Pumping  Station.  This 
change  is  strongly  recommended  on  account  of  increased  efficiency 
and  a  decided  reduction  in  the  cost  of  operation.  It  is  also  recom- 
mended that  this  station  be  run  twenty-four  hours  per  day.  This 
will  insure  a  continuous  flow  of  the  sewage  to  the  filter  beds,  and 
will  prevent  its  running  into  the  bayou. 

The  Louisiana  Street  sewer,  which  was  planned  a  year  ago,  is 
to  be  constructed  shortly.  This  sewer,  being  an  integral  portion 
of  the  proposed  sanitary  sewer  system  of  the  Fairgrounds  and 
adjacent  territory,  will  for  the  present  greatly  benefit  this  por- 
tion of  the  city.  It  is  urgently  recommended  that  the  balance 
of  this  system  be  constructed  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  pleasant  relations 
which  have  existed  between  this  department  and  the  other  de- 
partments and  offices  connected  with  the  city  government.  I  also 
desire  to  commend  the  employes  of  this  department  for  their  loy- 
alty and  the  zeal  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  to  thank  them  for  the  care  they  have  dis- 
played in  their  work. 

Tables  are  appended  showing  in  detail  the  operation  of  the  de- 
partment. Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  L.  Dormant, 
City  Engineer. 
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First  Ward  Gravel  Paving. 

Lin.  Feet. 
Old   Houston  Avenue  from   park   connection  to  old 

city  limits 1,092         $  1,089 .  64 

Shearn  from  Holly  to  White  2,744  3,866.16 

Alamo  from  Sabine  to  Houston  Avenue 1,038  1,149.93 

Weber  from  Sabine  to  Houston  Avenue 1,074  1,536.23 

Crockett  from  Houston  to  Hemphill 2,431  3,414.08 

Edwards  from  Beach  to  Silver 2,755  3,839.73 

Summer  from  Beach  to  Henderson 3,175  4,407.88 

Colorado  from  Dart  to  Weber 2,408  3,241.82 

Bingham  from  Beach  to  Silver 2,851  3,755.08 

Tenth  from  Washington  to  Dart 1,162  1,576.76 

Silver  from  Crockett  to  Shearn 245  342 .  28 

Holly  from  Dart  to  Shearn 2,573  1,914.75 

White  from  Summer  to  Shearn 523  649 .  76 

Beach  from  Dart  to  Bingham 530  693 .  79 

Dart  from  Houston  to  Tenth 1,458  2,358 .  00 

Ovid  from  Houston  to  Colorado 732  791 .  59 

Total 26,791         $34,628 .  48 

Engineering,   superintendence,   inspection,  etc 1,069.04 

Printing,   advertising    ( probable) 500 .  00 

Washington   Street  repairs 1,162 .  35 

Total    ? $37,359.87 

Total  length  of  gravel  paving  5.74  miles. 

Second  Ward  Gravel  Paving. 

Lin.  Feet. 

German  from  Buffalo  to  Palmer 1,890  '       $  2,533.91 

Palmer  from  German  to  Engelke 786  1,080 .  34 

Sampson  from  Engelke  to  Harrisburg  Road 2,700  4,374.00* 

Middle  from  Engelke  to  Kennedy 740  999.70 

Shepherd  from  Engelke  to  Harrisburg  Road.  .....  .    2,500  4,050.00* 

Runnels  from  Gabel  to  Buffalo 3,000  4,860.00* 

Marsh  from  Runnels  to  Bridge 1,200  1,944 .  00* 

Hamilton  from  German  to  Runnels 350  567.00* 

German  from  Chartres  to  Hamilton.  .... 330  534.00* 

South  from  Hamilton  to  Chenevert 330  534.00* 

Magnolia  from  Jackson  to  Chartres 990  1,602 .  00* 

Jackson  from  Magnolia  to  Franklin 660  1,068.00* 

Race  from  Spruce  to  Gabel 330  534 .  00* 

Chenevert  from  .Congress  to  Franklin 330  534.00* 

Jackson  from  Congress  to  Franklin 330  534.00* 

Hamilton  from  Congress  to  Franklin 330  534 .  00* 

Spruce   from   Lyle   to   Race 600  972.00*  _ 

Total 17,396         $27,254 .  95 

Note. — Streets   marked    *   are   unfinished   and   therefore   length   and 
cost  are  approximate. 
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Third  Ward  Gravel  Paving. 

Lin.  Feet. 

Tuam  from  Crawford  to  Chenevert 627  $      869 .  29 

Leeland  from  Broadway  to  Dowling 235  534.60* 

Hamilton  from  Texas  to  McKinney 1,423.5  1,732.23 

Gray  from  Main  to  Chartres 3,244  4,177 .  55 

Clay  from  Main  to  Chartres 3,230  4,215 .  59 

Dallas  from  Main  to  Chartres 3,230  4,253 .  23 

Caroline  from  McKinney  to  Holman 6,780  10,983.60* 

McKinney  from  Broadway  to  Telephone  Road 6,854  9,708.77 

Leeland  from  Crawford  to  Broadway 2,284  3,633 .  99 

McGowen  from  Crawford  to  Dowling 2,541.6  3,605.97 

Crawford  from  McGowen  to  Tuam 822  1,079 .  48 

Tuam  from  Main  to  Crawford 1,949  2,827 .  49 

Total 33,216 . 1  $47,621 .  79 


*Approximate  length  and  cost.  Contract  uncompleted. 


Fourth  Ward  Gravel  Paving. 

Ljn.  Feet. 

Holman  from  Louisiana  to  Main 939         $  1,358.76 

Pierce  from  Main  to  Bagby 2,158  3,231.70 

Louisiana  from  Capitol  to  Berry 8,486  12,546.24 

Hadley  from  Main  to  Baldwin 2,185  3,150.67 

Clay  from  Main  to  Louisiana 919  1,286.33 

Rosalie  from  Main  to  Bagby 1,880  2,624.80 

Jefferson  from  Main  to  Bagby 1,804  2,571.01 

Smith  from  Capitol  to  Polk 1,932  2,826.57 

Bagby  from  San  Felipe  to  McKinney 926  1,385.59 

McGowen  from  Milam  to  Albany 2,282  8,892 .  68 

Brazos  from  McGowen  to  Elgin 1,593  2,269 .  76 

Elgin  from  Main  to  Brazos 1,623  2,257 .  20 

Calhoun  from  Main  to  Louisiana ..." 903  1,295.66 

Webster  from  Main  to  Gentry 2,412  3,424.48 

Albany  from  McGowen  to  Milby 1,650  2,433.57 

Total 31,692         $51,555 .  02 

Engineering,  superintendence,  inspection,  etc 1,565.46 

Printing,  advertising,  etc.   (probable) 500.00 

Total   $53,620 .  48 

Heiner  and  Bagby  Streets  under  contract — 

Approximate  length 2,600  lineal  feet 

Approximate  cost   $4,192  .  00 
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Fifth  Ward   Gravel  Paving. 

Lin.  Feet. 

Hill  from  Bridge  to  Odin 3,991.5  $  6,26:0.86 

Bremond  from  Odin  to  Conti 288.0 

Conti  from  Bremond  to  Hill 207.5  736 .  32 

Hogan  from  Keene  to  Crockett  Street  Bridge 1,291.5  1,974.08 

Bayou  from  Roanoke  to  Nance 1,459.3  2,152.03 

Nance  from  Bayou  to  Liberty 3,838.2  5,783.72 

Paschall  from  Hardy  to  Montgomery 3,709.89  5,658.03 

Waverly  from  Hardy  to  Montgomery 2,921.7  4,700.01 

Loraine  from  Semmes  to  Clark 1,949.2  2,891.06 

Sumpter  from  Clark  to  I.  &  G.  N.  R'y 950.2  1,456.41 

Maury  from  Providence  to  Quitman 4,235.3  6,387.21 

Hardy  from  Morris  to  Noble 1,354.8  2,048.21 

Stewart  and  Cline  Streets 2,651.7  3,828 .  98 

Nance  at  Schwartz  Avenue  connection 287.0  436.26 

24-inch  pipe,  brick,  castings,  etc 897.65 

Nance  from  H.    E.  &  W.  T.  R'y  to  West  Street 900.0  1,276.09 

Total    30,030.79  $46,486.92 

Liberty  Avenue  repairs,  McKee  to  Chapman  Street 957.33 

Liberty  Avenue  repairs,  Williams  to  Walnut  Street 571.26 

Liberty  Avenue  repairs,  Charles  to  Williams  Street -        880.19 

Willow  Street,  brick  paving 13,665 .  60 

Willow   Street,   extra  work 355 .  14 

Willow  Street,  extra  work  (supplemental) 39 . 87 

Engineering,   superintendence,   inspection,   etc 1,912.13 

Printing,  advertising,  etc.   (probable)  ..." 500.00 

Total $65,368 .  44 

Total  length  of  gravel  paving 5.68  miles 

Engineering,  superintendence,  inspection,  etc.... 4. 11  per  cent 


Sixth   Ward   Gravel   Paving. 

Lin.  Feet. 

Ninth  from  Washington  to  Preston 382         $      520. 55 

Tenth  from  Washington  to  Preston .       244  333 .  80 

Youngs  from  Washington  to  Park  gate 1,012  1,304.59 

Stanley  from  Washington  to  Park  gate 1,722  1,631.67 

Houston  from  Washington  to  Moore 1,191  1,394.64 

Sabine  from  Washington  to  Center 213  175 .  19 

Silver  from  Crockett  to  State 3,083  4,241 .  95 

Henderson  from  State  to  Center 1,376  1,860.05 

Hemphill  from  State  to  Center 1,406  1,985.95 

Taylor  from  Washington  to  Kane 612  852.47- 

Sawyer  from  Washington  to  Shearn 2,096  2,884.70 

State  from  Sabine  to  Hemphill 1,561  2,207.02 

Lubbock  from  Stanley  to  Hemphill 2,681  3,771.30 

Center  from  Houston  to  Sawyer 3,262  3,874.89 
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Crockett  from  Hemphill  to  Sawyer 784  1,097 .  57 

Decatur  from  Sabine  to  Sawyer 2,036  2,951.38 

Kane  from  Sabine  to  Sawyer 2,014  2,894.95 

Edwards  from  Silver  to  White 325  471.95 

Hemphill  from  Crockett  to  Shearn 269  362 .  49 

Shearn  from  Hemphill  to  Sawyer 751  1,104.88 

White  from  Washington  to  Center 236  349 .  52 

Johnson  from  Washington  to  Center 217  296.17 


Total 27,473 

Engineering,  superintendence,  inspection,  etc 

Extra  work 

Priming,  advertising,  etc.   (probable) 


$36,567. 

.68 

1,332, 

,03 

513 

.06 

500 

.00 

Total   $38,913 .  77 

Pavements   by   Wards. 

First  Ward Asphalt    3,300  lineal  feet 

Brick    2,800  lineal  feet 

Gravel    28,891  lineal  feet 

Bois  d'Arc 600  lineal  feet 


Total    35,591  lineal  feet=  6.74  miles 

Second  Ward Asphalt    1,890  lineal  feet 

Brick   7,510  lineal  feet 

Bois  d'Arc 300  lineal  feet 

Gravel   (approx.)  25,496  lineal  feet 

Macadam    2,000  lineal  feet 


Total    37,196  lineal  feet=  7.04  miles 

Third  Ward Asphalt 14,000  lineal  feet 

Brick   19,500  lineal  feet 

Bois  d'Arc 6,200  lineal  feet 

Gravel   (approx.) 38,616  lineal  feet 

Macadam    5,400  lineal  feet 


Total    83,716  lineal  feet=15.85  miles 

Fourth  Ward.  .  .  .Asphalt 5,300  lineal  feet 

Brick   6,100  lineal  feet 

Bois  d'Arc 7,100  lineal  feet 

Gravel    44,992  lineal  feet 


Total    63,492  lineal  feet=12.03  miles 

Fifth  Ward Asphalt  4,450  lineal  feet 

Brick    10,950  lineal  feet 

Gravel    , 38,831  lineal  feet 

Shell    2,300  lineal  feet 


Totat •  56,531  lineal  feet=10 .  70  miles 

Sixth  Ward Asphalt 2,250  lineal  feet 

Brick    7,700  lineal  feet 

Gravel   27,473  lineal  feet 


Totat 37,423  lineal  feet=  7.09  miles 
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Total  Pavements. 


CLASS 

Length,  1903 
Miles 

Length,  1904 

Miles 

+  Increase 
—  Decrease 

Asphalt 

6.29 
9.83 
6.65 
2.69 
1.40 
0.43 

5.91 
10.33 
38.69 
2.69 
1.40 
0.43 

—    0.38 

Brick 

-f    0.50 
+  32.04 

Gravel 

Bois  d ' Arc 

* 

Macadam 

* 

Shell 

* 

Total 

27.29 

59.45 

-f  32.16 

'  No  change. 


Area  of  City  by  Wards. 


Old  Limits. 

First  Ward 682  acres 

Second  Ward 630      " 

Third  Ward 1,636      " 

Fourth  Ward 857      " 

Fifth  Ward 1,522      " 

Sixth  Ward 433      " 

Totals 5,760  acres 


New  Limits. 

Increase. 

1,232  acres 

550  acres. 

1,026      " 

396      " 

2,815      " 

1,189      " 

1,574      " 

717      " 

2,727      " 

1,205      " 

791      " 

358      " 

10,165  acres 

4,405  acres. 

Street  Car  Mileage. 


Washington  Avenue 16,733  lineal  feet 

Houston   Avenue 8,929  lineal  feet 

South   End ' ' 21,119  lineal  feet 

McGowen   Avenue 734  lineal  feet 

Louisiana   Street 13,247  lineal  feet 

Aransas   Pass 15,777  lineal  feet 

Volksfest 12,634  lineal  feet 

Liberty   Avenue 17,315  lineal  feet 

Montgomery  Avenue 11,649  lineal  feet 

San  Felipe  Street 17,902  lineal  feet 

LaBranch    Street 14,953  lineal  feet 

Congress-Preston   Avenues 9,841  lineal  feet 

Main   Street 4,228  lineal  feet 

Power  house  tracks 5,316  lineal  feet 

Total 170,377  lineal  feet 

Equals  32.3  miles. 
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Fees  Received  for  Surveys,  1904. 

1903.  1904. 

January  $103.00 

February 48 .  50 

March    72.00 

April    48.50 

May    75.50 

June   63.00 

July    72.00 

August 30.00 

September 72.25 

October    81 .  50 

November   93.00 

December    50 .  00 

Total $809 .  25  $785 .  50 


$  79 

50 

29 

50 

48 

50 

41 

00 

84 

00 

60 

50 

110 

50 

56 

00 

51 

50 

101 

50 

51 

.50 

71 

.50 

Sanitary  and  Storm  Sewers  in  Operation. 


SIZE 

Sanitary 

COMBINED 

-   Storm 

TOTAL 

Lineal 
Feet 

Lineal 
Feet 

Lineal 
Feet 

Lineal 
Feet 

Miles 

8,204 
95,984 
10,874 
5,111 
4,565 

8,204 

95,984 

10,874 

10,874 

9,005 

11,900 

3,289 

14,855 

2,255 

2,092 

354 

1,005 

988 

5,229 

963 

978 

4,698 

745 

330 

686 

830 

700 

1,046 

5,145 

1 .  554 

18.178 

10"  pipe 

2.059 

5,763 
1,740 

8,783 

2.059 

15"  pipe 

2,700 
3,117 

1.707 
2.253 

3,289 
1,650 

.623 

9,650 

3,555 

2,255 

2,092 
354 

1,005 
653 

3,924 
637 
330 
660 
745 
330 
686 

2.811 

.  426 

24"  brick 

.400 

.067 

30"  brick 

"'335' 

1,305 

326 

648 
4,038 

.190 

33"  brick 

.  186 

36"  brick 

.990 

39"  brick 

.181 

42"  brick 

.185 

45"  brick 

.890 

48"  brick 

.141 

51"  brick 

.062 

54"  brick 

.130 

60"  brick 

830 
700 

.157 

.133 

20"  concrete 

1,046 
5.155 

.200 

Box  drains 

.974 

Totals  

129,(177 

34.118 

-M).-\';4 

193,029 

36.558 

[lardy  Street  Sewer,  miscellaneous  sizes 

4,155 

.787 

Total 

197,182 

37.345 
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Elevations  of  Important  Points  Above  Mean 

Low  Water. 

Elevation. 

Highest  point,  Henderson  Street  and  H.  &  T.  C.  R'y 63  feet. 

Cascara  School,  Loraine  and  Terry  Streets 55  feet. 

Anson  Jones  School,  Elysian  Street,  near  Nance 45  feet. 

Hawthorne   School,  Houston  and  Bingham 56  feet. 

Taylor  School,  Milam  and  Clay 56  feet. 

Fannin  School,  Louisiana  and  Tuam 55  feet. 

High  School,  Rusk  and  Caroline 55  feet. 

Longfellow  School,  Bell  and  Chartres 54  feet. 

Hamilton  School,  Hamilton  and  Commerce. 54  feet. 

Dow  School,  Washington  and  Ashe 57  feet. 

Central  Fire  Station,  Texas  and  San  Jacinto 55  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     1,  Fannin,  near  Texas 55  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     5,  Hardy  and  Nance .46  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     6,  Washington    Avenue 57  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     7,  Milam  and  Mcllhenny 56  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     8,  Crawford  and  Polk." 55  feet. 

Engine  House  No.     9,  Keene  and  Hogan 56  feet. 

Engine  House  No.  10,  Chartres   and   Franklin 54  feet. 

Top  of  weathervane,  Market  House  Tower 159  feet  9|  inches. 


Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Receipts. 

A.  Survey  fees $    785 .  50 

B.  Building   Permit   fees 1,707.50 

C.  Plumbing  and  sewer  inspection 726 .  00 

D.  Other 257 .  00 

Total    $3,476 .  00 

Disbursements. 

<V.  Salaries    $11,316 .  59 

B.  Repairs  and  renewals  of  instruments 34.45 

C  Stationery  and  printing 179 .  25 

D.  Other   326.80 

Total    .$11,857.09 

SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Sanitary  sewer  system,  pumping  station  operation $  5,677.50 

B.  Sanitary  sewer  system,  pump'g  stat'n,  repairs  &  renewals  1,161.97 

C.  Sanitary  sewer  system,  filter  beds 3,142.48 

E.  Sanitary  sewer  system,  other 2,512 .  54 , 

F.  Sewers,  repairs  and  renewals 6,303 .  66 

G.  Sewer  inspection 1,378 .  75 

H.  Other    296 .  41 

Total    $20,473 .  31 

Extraordinary  disbursements $1,461 .  00 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor,  Houston,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir — I  hand  yon  herewith  the  report  on  the  operations 
of  the  Building  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Amount  of  Building,  as  Shown  by  Building 
Permit  Record. 

1903.  1904. 

January  $  46,720 .  00  $  67,766 .  50 

February    57,820 .  00  99,365 .  00 

March    74,955.00  96,307.00 

April    59,340 .  00  296,820 .  00 

May    68,051 .  00  140,563 .  00 

June   142,065.00  400,27-6.00 

July    260,249 .  00  144,544 .  00 

August     145,330 .  00  123,230 .  00 

September    177,640 .  00  68,519 .  00 

October    128,515 .  00  80,195 .  00 

November 84,520 .  00  94,800 .  00 

December    = 84,232 .  00  97,402 .  00 


Total    $1,329,437 .  00  $1,409,787 .  50 


Temporary  Permits. 

January $12,660 .  00 

February    , 10,970 .  75 

March 6,680 .  50 

April    3,684 .  00 

May   3,780 .  00 

June    3,865.25 

July  6,580 .  25 

August 6,526 .  00 

September  4,443 .  00 

October     5,548 .  00 

November    6,038 .  00 

December  3,715 .  00 

Total   $74,490.75 
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Building    Permit    Fees. 

January    $    103.00 

February    138.00 

March  133 .  50 

April 322 .  50 

May   166 .  50 

June    130.50 

July    , 169.00 

August    138 .  50 

September    85.50 

October 97 .  00 

November    109 .  00 

December  114 .  50 

Total $1,707 .  50 


Classification  of  Permits. 

1176  Frame  Dwellings $  757,650 .  50 

2  Brick  Dwellings 9,000 .  00 

39  Frame  Stores 31,125 .  00 

16  Brick  Stores 110,150 .  00 

1  Bank  and  Office  Building 175,000.00 

1  Brick  Church 10,000 .  00 

1  Concrete   Church 4,750 .  00 

6  Frame  Warehouses 11,250 .  00 

2  Brick  Warehouses 7,500 .  00 

1  Concrete  Warehouse 10,000.00 

82  Frame  Stables 22,109 .  50 

4  Brick    Stables 27,500 .  00 

1  Brick  Infirmary 35,850 .  00 

14  Brick^ Additions 39,900 .  00 

106  Frame  Additions 23,060 .  00 

6  Bricks  Remodeled 86,500 .  00 

1  Brick  Club  House 21,000 .  00 

1  Frame  Club  House 2,300 .  00 

2  Frame   Schools 2,480 .  00 

127  Sheds  and  Outhouses 12,662.50 

Total  $1,409,787  .  50 

1095  Permits  for  Flues,  Fences  and  Minor 

Repairs    •  74,490 .  75 

Grand  Total $1,484,278 .  25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  T.  Gallagher, 
Deputy  Building  Inspector. 
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Houston",  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 
Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor,  Houston,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir — I  respectfully  tender  this  my  report  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Sewer  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1904. 

There  are  eighty-six  dead  ends  of  sewers  and  forty-one  flush 
tanks.  Of  these  flush  tanks  about  three-quarters  are  useless  and 
can  not  be  kept  in  working  condition,  and  should  be  replaced  with 
a  better  type,  preferably  the  Miller  flush  tank,  the  working  parts 
of  which  are  so  simple  that  it  is  easily  kept  in  working  order.  This 
change  should  be  made,  for  the  reason  that  these  sewers  require 
regular  flushing  in  order  to  keep  them  clean  and  in  a  sanitary 
condition.  The  efficient  working  of  the  sewers  has  a  direct  bear- 
ing on  the  public  health,  and  also  effects  a  considerable  saving 
in  the  expense  of  repairs,  and  cleaning  of  sewers. 

The  Plumbing  Ordinance  now  in  effect  in  this  city,  while  good 
in  some  respects,  is  defective  in  others.  A  careful  reading  of 
the  ordinances  of  New  York,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Memphis,  Fort 
Worth,  San  Antonio  and  Shreveport  has  convinced  me  that  our 
plumbing  ordinance  should  be  remodeled  and  brought  up  to  date. 
This  has  been  recommended  before,  but  nothing  has  as  yet  been 
done  toward  it,  and  I  desire  to  renew  my  recommendation. 

Much  sickness  has  been  engendered  by  sewer  gas  escaping  from 
defective  plumbing  fixtures  in  our  houses.  Doctors  agree  that 
much  of  the  diphtheria  and  other  diseases  are  produced  by  this 
cause.  There  is  in  this  city  a  great  amount  of  plumbing  in  both 
the  resident  and  business  districts  which  should  be  pulled  out  and 
replaced  with  modern  and  up  to  date  fixtures. 

A  house  to  house  inspection  should  be  ordered  and  made  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  all  the  plumbing  and  drain  laying.  The 
work  found  defective  sihould  be  ordered  repaired  or  remodeled  at 
once.     Under  the  present  ordinance  I  have  no  authority  to  direct 
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that  defective  plumbing  should  be  remodeled,  as  inspectors  have 
in  several  cities.  In  Kansas  City  some  time  ago  there  was  made 
a  house  to  house  inspection,  and  many  unsanitary  fixtures  were 
ordered  pulled  out  and  renewed.  The  same  has  occurred  in  Chi- 
cago. This  authority  should  be  embodied  in  the  revision  of  the 
ordinance  recommended  above. 

There  are  some  residences  in  the  sewer  district  that  are  not 
connected  with  sewers,  and  in  the  unsewered  district  there  are 
thousands  of  houses  that  can  not  connect.  The  benefits  of  sani- 
tary plumbing,  as  shown  by  the  mortality  statistics,  can  not  be  felt 
until  sanitary  plumbing  is  more  generally  installed.  So  long  as 
there  are  unsanitary  plumbing  fixtures  and  open  box  closets  mixed 
in  the  same  blocks  and  surrounding  blocks  with  sanitary  plumb- 
ing, proper  comparison  of  the  great  difference  in  health  between 
ance,  which  was  absolutely  necessary.  Other  items  were  the  pro- 
vision for  drainage  on  paved  streets  where  the  rain  water  overflowed, 
and  the  repairs  to  the  Buffalo  Street  sewer  back  of  the  old  crema- 
the  two  methods  can  not  be  made. 

There  have  been  but  few  extra  expenses  incurred  by  this  de- 
partment during  the  past  year.  On  Travis  Street,  between  Pres- 
ton and  Prairie  Avenues,  the  sewer  became  stopped  up  from  street 
trash  being  carried  into  it  from  the  street.  This  was  the  largest 
item  of  expense  during  the  year.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to 
•state  that  street  drains  should  not  be  connected  with  sanitary 
sewers.  This  sewer  is  entirely  too  small  to  carry  the  sanitary 
sewage,  not  to  mention  the  extra  work  demanded  of  it  during 
rainy  weather.  Another  item  of  expense  was  the  employment  of 
two  extra  men  for  about  four  months,  and  one  man  for  the  bal- 
tory.  These  necessary  expenses  are  the  cause  of  this  department 
going  over  its  budget  allowance. 

The  inspection  fees  during  the  year  amounted  to  $726.00.  Per- 
mits and  refunds  amounted  to  $257.00,  making  a  total  of  $983.00. 

I  desire  to  thank  Your  Honor  for  the  co-operation  which  you 
have  so  cheerfully  extended,  and  for  the  assistance  you  have  ren- 
dered me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  whenever  required. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

John  McNeely, 
Plumbing  and  Sewer  Inspector. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 
Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  work 
done  in  my  department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1904. 

Keport  of  the  Boiler  and  Elevator  Inspector  of  the  business 
transacted  under  the  department  from  January  1,  1904,  to  April 
20,  1904: 

Boiler  Inspections. 

Number  of  steam  boilers  inspected  January  1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904, 

and  certificates  issued   (by  Byrne) 40 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  the  place  of  old  boilers  removed .     4 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  new  plants 0 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  addition  to  old  plants 0 

COLLECTIONS. 

Amount  collected  for  the  inspection  of  boilers,  Jan.  1, 

1904,  to  April  20,  1904;  40  inspections  @  $5 $200.00 

Total  amount  for  the  inspection  of  boilers $200.00 

Engineers'  Licenses. 

Application  receipts  received  for  the  examination  of  ap- 
plicants for  Engineers'  Licenses  from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to 
April  20,  1904;  6  @  $1 $  6.00 

Number  of  original  First  Grade  Engineers'  Licenses  is- 
sued from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904;  1  @  $4 4.00 

Number  of  original   Second   Grade  Engineers'   Licenses 

issued  from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904;  2  @  $4 8.00 

Number   of   renewals    First   Grade   Engineers'   Licenses 

issued  from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904;  7  @  $2.50.    17.50 

Number  of  renewals  Second  Grade  Engineers'  Licenses 

issued  from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904;  8  @  $2.50.    20.00 

Total  amount  received  in  receipts  from  the  City  As- 
sessor and  Collector  for  the  issue  arid  renewals  of 
Engineers'   Licenses   from   Jan.   1,   1904,   to  April 

20,   1904 $55.50 

Total  amount  for  the  inspection  of  boilers 200.00 

Total  Amount $255 .  50 

(This  is  the  report  of  Mr.  Byrne,  work  done  from  Jan.  1,  1904,  to 
April  20,  1904.) 
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Keport  of  the  Boiler  and  Elevator  Inspector  of  the  business 
transacted  under  this  department  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1904. 

Boiler  Inspections. 

Number  of  steam  boilers  inspected  from  April  20,  1904,  to 

Dec.  31,  1904,  and  certificates  issued 113 

At  $5 $565.00 

Number   of  boilers   inspected   owned   by   the   city  at  the 

Sewerage  Pumping  Station 3 

At  Fannin  School 1 

At  New  Market  and  City  Hall 1 

City  pile  driver  engine 1 

City  fire  engines 8 

Total  127 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  new  plants 5 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  the  place  of  old  boil- 
ers removed 5 

Number  of  new  boilers  installed  in  addition  to  old  plants.      6 

Number  of  steam  swings  and  pile  drivers 16 

Number  of  boilers  in  the  city  used  for  manufacturing 

purposes    163 

Number  of  boilers  in  the  city 190 

Total   number  of  boilers   inspected   in   the  city   for  the 

year  of  1904 153 

Number  of  new  boilers  being  erected  in  the  city 7 

Number  of  boilers  condemned 5 


Engineers'  Licenses. 

Number  of  receipts  received  from  the  Assessor  and 
Collector  for  preliminary  examinations,  issuing  orig- 
inals and  renewals  of  Engineers'  Licenses  from  April 
20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31,  1904— 

Number  of  Preliminary  Receipts  for  the  examina- 
tion of  applicants  for  Engineers'  Licenses  re- 
ceived from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31,  1904;  59 
@   $1    $  59.00 

Number  of  original  First  Grade  Engineers'  Licenses 
issued  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31,  1904;  6 
@   $4 24.00 

Number  of  original  Second  Grade  Engineers'  Li- 
censes issued  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31, 
1904 ;    30   @   $4 .  .    120 .  00 

Number  of  renewals  of  First  Grade  Engineers'  Li- 
censes issued  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31, 
1904;    31  @  $2.50 77.50 

Number  of  renewals  of  Second  Grade  Engineers' 
Licenses  issued  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec.  31, 
1904 ;   20  @  $2.50 50 .  00— $330 .  50 
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Total  number  of  receipts  received  from  Assess- 
or and  Collector  from  April  20,  1904,  to  Dec. 
31,   1904 $330 .  50 

Total  number  that  Byrne  received  from  Jan. 

1,  1904,  to  April  20,  1904 55 .  50 

Total  amount  in  receipts  taken  from  the  As- 
sessor and  Collector's  office  that  are  not 
turned  in 36 .  50 

Total  amount  in  receipts  from  the  Assess- 
or  and    Collector $422 .  50 


Elevator  Inspections. 

Number  of  elevators  inspected  from   April  20,   1904,   to 

Dec.  31,  1904 65 

Number  of  condemned  elevators 5 

60 
Number  of  elevators  being  erected 16 

Total  76 

Number  of  inspections  of  elevators 114 

At  $1.25   $    142 .  50 

Total  amount  of  boiler  inspections  for  the  year  1904  $    765.00 

Total  amount  of  elevator  inspections  from  May  20, 

1904,  to  Dec.  31,  1904 142 .  50 

$    907.50 
Total  amount  for  Engineers'  Licenses  for  the  year 

1904    422 .  50 

$1,330.00 

Expense  in   salaries $1,384 .  16 

Other  expenses   163 .  75 

Totat $1,547.91 

Bespectf iilly  submitted, 

Geo.  M.  Shires, 
City  Boiler  and  Elevator  Inspector. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — Conforming  to  legal  requirements,  I  submit  this,  a 
summarized  statement,  showing  the  conduct  of  the  Legal  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Houston  by  me  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1904. 

It  will  be  impossible  in  a  report  to  detail  the  innumerable  serv- 
ices performed  by  this  office,  and  I  shall  therefore  be  content  with 
outlining  those  portions  of  the  work  which  seem  most  important. 

Cases  Disposed  of  During  the  Year  1904. 

During  the  year  1904  this  department  tried  in  the  Civil  District 
Courts  of  Harris  County  thirty-one  cases,  and  several  cases  in 
the  Justice  Courts,  with  the  following  results : 

Judgments  in  favor  of  the  City 22 

Judgments  partially  in  favor  of  the  City 2 

Judgments    against    the    City    not    entailing    money 

judgments 2 

Money  judgments  against  the  City 5 

Total  31 

The  following  are  the  cases  in  which  judgment  was  rendered 
against  the  city,  showing  the  amount  of  each  judgment  opposite 
the  title  of  the  suit: 

Necco  &  Eisemann  v.  the  City $      300.00 

Reichardt  &  Schulte  v.  the  City 4,354.35 

Ludtke  v.  the  City 160 .  00 

Glover  v.  the  City 8,069 .  33 

Potter  v.  the  City 1,439 .  42 

Total   $14,323 .  10 

Number  of  cases  briefed  during  the  year 7 

Number  of  cases  now  on  appeal 8 

Number  of  cases  pending 48 

Total  63 
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Among  the  important  and  far-reaching  cases  tried  during  the 
year  may  be  mentioned  the  tax  suit  commonly  known  as  the 
"Stewart  Tax  Suit/'  and  two  injunction  suits,  which  involve  the 
principle  upon  which  the  validity  of  the  paving  refunding  certifi- 
cates depend.  One  of  these  suits  was  to  compel  the  city  to  re- 
ceive the  paving  refunding  certificates  for  taxes,  the  other  was 
to  recover  a  money  judgment  against  the  city  by  which  the 
coupons  attached  to  said  certificates  had  been  dishonored. 

The  amount  cf  the  paving  refunding  certificates  outstanding 
approximates  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  These 
certificates  were  attempted  to  be  made  receivable  for  taxes  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  one-twentieth  of  the  face  value  thereof 
being  receivable  each  year,  but  as  both  of  these  suits  were  resolved 
in  favor  of  the  city,  and  as  no  appeal  was  taken  therefrom,  and 
if  these  cases  are  decisive  of  the  questions  involved,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  determination  of  the  various  questions  in  this  mat- 
ter will  save  the  city  in  twenty  years  approximately  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or,  approximately,  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year.  However,  this  question  is  raised  collaterally 
in  the  Stewart  tax  suit,  which  is  now  pending  in  the  Court  of 
Civil  Appeals,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  will 
give  some  expression  thereupon  when  it  renders  its  decision  in 
said  cause. 

The  largest  judgment  recovered  against  the  city  was  in  the 
case  of  Glover  vs.  the  City,  which  cause  originated  out  of  the 
drawing  of  the  plans  for  a  Market  House  estimated  to  cost  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  but  which  was  never  built. 
You  are  familiar  in  a  way  with  the  facts  in  this  case,  which  is 
now  on  appeal,  and  in  which  cause  the  city  has  filed  its  brief 
with  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  at  Galveston. 

Of  the  eight  cases  now  on  appeal,  I  am  hopeful  of  being  able 
to  reverse  and  remand,  or  to  reverse  and  render,  five  in  favor  of 
the  city.  This,  however,  is  uncertain,  and  to  some  extent  specu- 
lative. 

Department  Expenses. 

The  budget  allowance"  for  the  year  1904  as  contained  in  the 
budget,  fixing  department  allowances  for  said  year,  was  eight 
thousand    live   hundred    dollars.    II    became   necessary,   as   will    lie 
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hereafter  explained,  to  increase  the  budget  allowance  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  making  the  total  allowance  for  the  legal  department 
for  the  year  1904  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  department  expense  of  the  year  1904,  including  all  ex- 
penses, salary  of  the  City  Attorney,  salary  of  the  assistants  and 
stenographer,  court  costs  and  incidental  expenses,  amounted  to 
$11,432.75,  making  an  increase  in  the  expense  of  this  department 
for  the  year  1904  over  the  expense  of  1903  of  $3,979.79. 

This  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  salary  of  the  City  At- 
torney was  raised  $1,500.00  per  annum,  and  to  this  increase  in 
salary  must  be  added  the  court  costs  and  expenses  incidental  to 
the  trial  and  appeal  of  what  are  known  as  the  "Police  Cases," 
which  costs  were  properly  chargeable  against  the  budget  for  1903, 
but  which  bills  were  not  presented  nor  paid  until  during  the  year 
1904.  The  gross  total  expense  and  costs  incurred  by  the  city  in 
resisting  these  police  cases  amounted  to  approximately  $1,500.00. 

Another  considerable  item  of  expense  which  has  been  paict  out 
of  the  budget  of  this  department  for  1904  was  the  entire  cost 
and  expense  incidental  to  the  trial  of  the  Stewart  tax  cases,  which 
costs  and  expenses  will  approximate  $1,200.00.  It  will  therefore 
be  seen  that,  while  the  department  apparently  shows  increased 
expenses  of  $3,979.79  over  the  year  1903,  an  extraordinary  ex- 
pense of  approximately  $4,200.00  has  been  taxed  against  the  de- 
partment's allowance  for  the  year  1904. 

Corporation  Court. 

The  Charter  requires  the  City  Attorney  to  be  present  in  per- 
son or  by  deputy  at  the  sessions  of  the  Corporation  Court,  which 
are  held  twice  each  day,  namely,  9  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m.  The  gross 
amount  of  the  fines,  costs  and  attorney's  fees  accruing  from  con- 
victions in  said  court  during  the  year  1904  was  $16,984.10,  of 
which  amount,  under  the  law,  the  sum  of  $8,435.00  accrued  as 
attorney's  fees  in  cases  wherein  convictions  were  had.  This  sum 
was  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  city,  but  should  be  credited 
to  this  department  as  a  revenue  arising  from  this  department.  As 
you  know,  the  City  Attorney  receives  a  fixed  salary,  and  all  per- 
quisites accruing  from  the  office  belong  to  the  city. 
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Opinions,  Ordinances,  Petitions,  Contracts,  Etc. 

During  the  year  1904  this  department  was  called  upon  for 
numerous  opinions  upon  various  matters,  some  of  which  were  very 
important.  We  have  also  passed  upon  hundreds  of  petitions  re- 
ferred to  this  department  by  the  City  Council;  have  prepared 
great  numbers  of  contracts,  and  have  drawn  and  prepared  ordi- 
nance after  ordinance  upon  instruction  of  the  City  Council.  This 
work  at  times  has  been  very  heavy,  but  it  is  of  such  kind  and 
character  that  it  is  practically  impossible  in  an  annual  report  to 
make  you  realize  the  vast  volume  of  the  business  that  is  dis- 
posed of  by  this  department,  but  it  has  been  our  pleasure  at  all 
times  to  go  into  all  matters  thoroughly  and  willingly,  and  it 
is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  know,  as  we  believe,  that  this 
department  has  been  of  incalculable  service  to  the  City  of  Hous- 
ton during  the  year  just  closed. 

Taxes. 

Under  the  Charter,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  City  Attorney 
to  collect  the  taxes  due  and  owing  to  the  city,  by  the  institution 
of  suit  therefor.  The  right  to  sue  and  foreclose  for  taxes  aue 
the  city  by  virtue  of  the  charter  provisions  is  auxiliary  to  the 
right  of  the  Assessor  and  Collector  to  sell  the  property  at  forced 
sale.  It  has  been  the  custom,  however,  in  recent  years  for  the 
taxes  to  be  collected  mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of  suits 
instituted  and  conducted  by  the  City  Attorney,  and  no  other  course 
has  been  pursued  for  years. 

During  the  year  just  closed  this  department  collected  back  taxes 
due  the  city  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $50,523.42.  The 
collection  of  this  sum  of  money  has  been  made  without  entailing 
any  expense  whatever  upon  the  city  by  way  of  court  costs,  offi- 
cers' fees  or  publication  of  citations  in  any  newspaper.  I  have 
endeavored  so  to  handle  this  matter  as  to  make  the  proceeds  aris- 
ing from  the  collection  of  back  taxes  clear  revenue  to  the  city, 
without  the  expenditure  of  any  sum  of  money  for  the  collection 
thereof,  and  I  have  succeeded  in  so  doing. 

The  question   of   the   collection   of  back  taxes   is  one   that    has 
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been  a  source  of  constant  irritation  and  discontent  during  the  year 
jnst  passed,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  some  one  or  two  of  the 
Aldermen  of  the  city,  nnder  the  guise  of  extreme  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  have  attempted  to  criticise  the  methods 
employed  by  this  department  in  the  collection  of  back  taxes. 

Upon  the  very  threshhold  of  my  official  career  I  was  con- 
fronted with  the  filing  and  litigation  of  the  Stewart  tax  suit, 
which,  for  the  number  of  questions  involved,  and  the-  amount  of 
labor  required,  and  the  uncertainties  of  the  law  bearing  thereon, 
is,  I  believe  I  may  say,  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  litiga- 
tion in  Harris  County.  Some  idea  of  the  labor  involved  in  this 
suit  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  it  required — as  I  now  re- 
member— some  fourteen  days  to  try  and  dispose  of  same. 

This  suit  involves  every  question  which  it  seems  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  raise  bearing  upon  back  taxes,  and  especially  involves 
all  of  the  vexatious  questions  with  which  we  are  confronted  in 
our  effort  to  make  collection  of  back  taxes. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  case  should  properly  dispose  of  all  of 
these  matters  and  determine  how  far  the  city  may  safely  proceed 
in  the  collection  of  back  taxes,  I  have  ceased  to  file  suits  for  the 
collection  of  back  taxes,  thinking  it  better  to  have  one  suit  to 
determine  the  questions  involved  and  fundamental  to  the  city's 
right  of  recovery,  rather  than  to  have  the  questions  raised  in  per- 
haps a  thousand  cases. 

As  is  well  known,  for  a  number  of  years  no  tax  levies  were  made 
by  the  City  Councils  of  this  city,  and  consequently  it  is  hardly 
to  be  presumed  that  taxes  can  be  collected  for  those  years  for 
which  no  levy  was  made.  These  questions  will  be  disposed  of  in 
the  decision  of  the  Stewart  case.  It  is  further  known  that  for 
years  little  if  any  care  or  attention  was  paid  to  the  rendition  of 
property  by  the  former  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  Taxes  in  this 
city,  and  as  a  result  of  this  failure,  the  records  contain  descrip- 
tions of  property  which  are  entirely  inadequate  and  insufficient 
to  furnish  proper  description  for  foreclosure  proceedings  for  the 
collection  of  back  taxes. 

Having  in  hand  all  of  this  information,  I  have,  in  the  exercise 
of  my  best  judgment,  determined  that  it  was  better  not  to  involve 
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the  city  in  useless  litigation  which  would  entail  the  payment  of 
large  court  costs,  without  resulting  benefit  to  it. 

I  have  therefore  stoutly  maintained  that  the  course  I  am  pur- 
suing is  the  correct  one,  and  sincerely  and  honestly  thinking  so, 
I  have  dared  to  do  what  I  considered  to  be  right  and  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  despite  the  effort  on  the  part  of  some  few 
to  slander  this  department,  which  action  on  their  part  is  attribut- 
able as  much  to  ignorance  as  to  malice — if  the  same  be  possible. 

An  examination  of  the  records  will  show  that  since  I  have  been 
City  Attorney  the  tax  collections  have  averaged  96  per  cent  of 
the  whole  amount  due,  and  the  Assessor  and  Collector  will  bear 
me  out  in  the  statement  that  never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
city  has  such  a  healthy  condition  of  affairs  existed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes. 

General  Remarks. 

Eeferring  again  to  the  matter  of  the  expense  of  this  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1904,  which  amounted  to  $11,432.75,  it  will 
be  seen  that  if  this  department  is  credited  with  the  attorney's 
fees,  which  are  collected  under  the  law  for  account  of  the  city, 
which  aggregated  $8,435.00  in  1904,  and  if  this  department  be 
further  credited  with  5  per  cent  upon  the  tax  collections  of  $50,- 
523.42,  amounting  to  $2,526.17,  the  gross  total  of  credits  would 
be  $10,961.10,  against  a  total  expense  of  this  department  of  $11,- 
432.75,  leaving  a  balance  of  expense  over  revenue  derived  from 
this  department  of  only  $521.65.  This  means  that  all  of  the 
various  services  rendered  by  this  department  have  cost  the  city 
but  $525.65  above  the  revenue  created  by  it. 

It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  each  member  of  this  department 
to  render  the  city,  without  regard  to  time  or  occasion,  the  most 
efficient  service  he  was  capable  of  rendering,  for  which  service  I 
desire  to  commend  them  to  you. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

T.  H.  Stone, 
City  Attorney. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


J.  B.  MARMION 

JUDGE  OF  THE  CORPORATION  COURT, 
CITY  OF  HOUSTON 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,   1904. 


Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report,, 
commencing  April  13,  1904,  and  ending  December  31,  1904; 
also  the  report  of  my  predecessor,  commencing  January  1,  1904, 
and  ending  April  12,  1904,  as  taken  from  his  records. 
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FINES 
AND  COSTS 

ASSESSED 

January 

February 

March.    . 

176 
89 

157 
62 

90 
37 

75 
30 

80 
52 
78 
32 

0 

2 
2 
1 

6 
1 

4 
0 

No  Record 
No  Record 
No  Record 
No  Record 

$   1,280.05 
481.10 
681.30 

April  1st  to  12th. . . 

181.15 

484 

232 

242 

5 

11 

$  2,623.60 

April  13th  to  30th.. 

May ... 

June 

July . . . 

133 
326 
221 
.      216 
241 
223 
111 
275 
274 

86 
211 
130 
147 
165 
136 
101 
170 
166 

44 

107 
89 
65 
78 
89 
65 
99 

103 

3 
10 
16 
5 
20 
10 
8 
3 
4 

0 

8 
2 
4 
8 
8 
2 
6 
5 

0 
1 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 

$      788.90 
2,204.50 
1,447.35 
1,641  35 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1,980.20 
1,526.25 
1,044.25 
1,726.50 
1.863.75 

Total 

2,020 

1,312 

739 

79 

43 

15 

$14,223.05 

In  conclusion  I  would  suggest  that  the  appropriation  for  the 
Corporation  Court,  aside  from  salaries,  be  made  not  less  than 
$200.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  Marmion, 

Judge  Corporation  Court. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 


Hon".  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1904,  showing  the 
work  of  said  department,  and  a  statement  of  the  expense  of  op- 
erating said  department  during  the  past  year,  and  also  showing 
a  detailed  estimate  of  the  operating  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  department  for  the  current  year,  together  with  some  recom- 
mendations which  I  submit  for  your  consideration. 

The  present  strength  of  the  department  aggregates  sixty-two 
men.  This  does  not  include  the  special  detailed  men  retained  by 
private  persons  and  corporations,  the  salaries  of  these  men  being 
paid  for  by  those  securing  the  service.  There  is  one  Chief,  one 
Assistant  Chief,  two  patrol  drivers,  two  turnkeys,  four  detectives, 
twelve  mounted  men,  one  Chief  Clerk,  two  Assistant  Clerks  and 
thirty-seven  patrolmen. 

Recommendations. 

In  order  to  give  the  citizens  of  the  outlying  districts  adequate 
police  protection,  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  present 
force,  and  I  recommend  that  the  force  be  increased  so  that  there 
will  be  one  patrolman  to  every  one  thousand  inhabitants — based 
upon  an  estimate  of  seventy  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  city,  and 
that  this  increase  be  provided  as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  city 
will  permit  thereof. 

The  reasons  upon  which  I  base  such  recommendations  are  fully 
set  out  in  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1903,  to  which  I  refer. 
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Department  Work. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  and  usual  work  of  this  department, 
as  set  out  in  the  accompanying  detailed  statement,  under  the  head 
of  recapitulation,  I  call  special  attention  to  that  portion  of  the 
work  of  the  department  concerning  the  enforcement  of  the  ordi- 
nance regulating  the  sale  and  the  use  of  cocaine.  When  I  first 
took  charge  of  the  department,  one  of  the  most  serious  problems 
I  had  to  confront  was  the  breaking  up  and  the  restraining  of 
the  improper  use  of  cocaine  by  great  numbers  of  persons  who  were 
addicted  to  the  use  thereof,  and  who  constituted  an  exceedingly 
disturbing  element,  and  were  a  menace  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  community.  I  have,  however,  been  able  to  so  handle 
the  matter  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  a  most  unusual  thing  to 
see  on  the  streets  any  person  under  the  influence  of  this  drug. 

Police  Matron  and  Her  Work. 

The  work  of  Mrs.  F.  L.  Bowler,  the  matron  of  the  department, 
during  the  past  year,  has,  if  possible,  been  even  more  efficient  than 
during  the  preceding  years,  and  the  results  accomplished  serve 
to  establish  the  wisdom  of  installing  a  matron  in  this  department. 
The  duties  appertaining  to  this  department  are  very  trying  and 
delicate  in  their  nature,  but  they  have  at  all  times  been  performed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  lend  great  assistance  to  the  department, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  alleviate  as  far  as  possible  the  sufferings 
of  the  great  numbers  of  unfortunates  with  whom  the  department 
has  to  deal. 

Budget    Expense    for    1905. 

In  recommending  the  above  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  de- 
partment, I  would  respectfully  base  the  estimated  cost  to  main- 
tain the  department  at  the  sum  of  $70,000. 00,  and  I  recommend 
tin's  amount  as  an  equitable  one.  I  base  this  recommendation 
upon  the  expense  of  operating  the  department  for  the  year  1904, 
as  shown  by  detailed  statement  hereinafter  se1  out,  and  I  add  to 
such  expense,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  increase  in  force,  which 
1   have  herein  recommended. 
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Recapitulation. 

EXPENSE  OE  RUNNING  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1904. 

Salaries  paid $58,796 .  35 

Patrol  barn  feed,  repairs,  etc 519 .  85 

Plumbing,  etc 115 .  35 

Light  and  coal 407 .  30 

Feeding  prisoners 3,544 .  35 

Office  expenses 157 .  30 

Pound,  hay,  etc 590.10 

Repairs,  insurance,  etc 375 .  95 

Total $64,506.55 

This  department  should  have  a  credit  for  special  officers  on  sal- 
aries paid  for  $3,672.25. 

Total  arrests  for  the  year  1904 4,439 

Total  convictions  for  the  year  1904 1,605 

Number  head  stock  impounded 2,127 

Carnival  special  officers  paid  for $291.25 

MONEY  COLLECTED  EROM   JANUARY   1   TO  DECEMBER  31,   1904. 


MONTH 


January . . . 
February  . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  . 
October 
November. . 
December . 


Totals. 


for  FINES 


$  712.15 
319.45 
351.15 
159.75 
488.10 

1,137.85 
810.10 

1,014.80 
918.45 
878.80 
594.00 
823.45 

1,058.65 


$9,266.70 


197.00 
191.70 
162.25 
51.25 
112.75 
176.50 
107.55 
172.80 
241.75 
195.75 
363.25 
320.00 
246.95 


$2,539.50 


SPECIAL 
DETAIL 


225.50 
340.00 
546.25 
94.75 
298.50 
252.00 
345.00 
241.75 
233.50 
225.00 
300.00 
375.00 
195.00 


$3,672.25 


130.00 

378.00 

43.00 


$  551,00 


Total  fines  and  cost $  9,266.70 

Total  pound  fees 2,539 .  50 

Total  special  detail 3,672.25 

Total  dog  tags 551.00 

Total $16,029 .  45 

Total  operating  expenses $64,506.55 

Total  collections 16,029.45 


Actual  expense  to  City $48,477.10 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Ellis, 
Chief  of  Police,  City  of  Houston. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  herewith  submit  this,  my  annual  report,  for  the 
year  1904: 

This  report  contains  the  actual  time  of  fire  service,  number  of 
miles  traveled,  number  of  feet  of  hose  laid,  number  of  feet  of 
ladders  used,  number  of  gallons  of  chemical  fluid  used  in  extin- 
guishing fires,  an  account  of  all  losses  by  fire  of  buildings  and 
contents,  the  insurance  carried  and  paid,  amount  of  property  in- 
volved, damage  to  insured  and  uninsured  buildings  and  contents, 
and  the  total  damage  to  both  buildings  and  contents,  for  the  year. 

In  this  connection,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
our  fire  alarms  for  the  past  year  have  been  greater  than  for  any 
of  the  preceding  six  years.  The  losses  by  fire,  where  no  insurance 
wTas  carried,  are  conservatively  estimated  and  are  as  nearly  correct 
as  could  be  ascertained.  This  also  contains  the  number  of  men 
in  the  service,  number  of  alarms,  salary  list  and  expenses  for  the 
year. 

I  have  also  included  other  information  that  I  thought  might  be 
of  interest  to  you. 

The  time  the  whole  department  was  in  actual  service  during  the 
year  was  1,507  3-4  hours.  We  have  traveled  in  answering  fire 
alarms  1,448  3-4  miles ;  have  used  7,327  feet  of  ladders ;  laid 
84,050  feet  of  hose ;  used  4,699  gallons  of  chemical  fluid  in  ex- 
tinguishing fires,  controlling  a  greater  number  of  fires  with  our 
chemical  engine  than  during  the  past  year. 

During  the  year  the  department  responded  to  391  alarms,  mak- 
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ing  thirty- three  more  than  the  previous  year.  Eighty-one  alarms 
were  sent  in  from  the  alarm  boxes,  and  three  hundred  and  ten  were 
received  by  telephone. 

In  this  connection,  I  beg  to  state  that  we  are  under  many  obli- 
gations to  both  telephone  companies  for  their  promptness  in  the 
transmission  of  fire  alarms.  The  operators  of  both  companies 
have  at  all  times  been  very  prompt  and  attentive,  for  which  we 
tender  them  and  their  companies  our  sincere  thanks. 

Notable  Fires  of  the   Year. 

The  first  notable  fire  of  the  year  occurred  on  February  8th,  at 
12  :05  a.  m.,  turned  in  from  box  341.  The  fire  was  located  at  400 
San  Jacinto  Street,  and,  before  the  department  could  control  said 
fire,  it  had  consumed  Central  Station  and  three  other  buildings. 
This  was  one  of  the  largest  fires  that  our  department  had  to  con- 
tend with,  being  fanned  by  a  stiff  north  wind.  The  damage  to  the 
buildings  and  contents  at  said  fire  was  about  $60,000.00.  Cause 
of  fire,  a  negro  porter  smoking  a  cigar  in  hay  room ;  general  alarm. 

The  next  fire  of  any  consequence  was  on  June  12th,  at  8 :50 
p.  m.,  turned  in  from  box  21.  Location  of  fire,  1118  and  1120 
Franklin  Avenue,  owned  by  John  Finnigan ;  occupied  by  Western 
Newspaper  Union  and  others.  The  total  loss  to  building  and 
contents  was  $5,404.30.     Cause  of  fire,  spontaneous  combustion. 

On  October  16th,  at  4:30  a.  m.,  an  alarm  turned  in  from  box 
315,  location  of  fire  being  1111  and  1113  Hamilton  Street — one 
residence  and  dwelling  owned  by  Seymour  Levy.  Total  damage 
to  buildings  and  contents,  $5,600.00. 

The  next  notable  fire  of  the  year  occurred  on  December  4th, 
at  4:10  a.  m.,  sent  in  from  box  67.  Location  of  fire,  South  Texas 
Grain  Company's  warehouse.  This  fire  was  out  of  the  water 
limits.  We  had  to  lay  3,000  feet  of  hose  to  reach  said  fire.  The 
total  loss  to  building  and  contents  was  $47,388.70.  We  worked 
36  hours  on  said  fire.     Cause,  spontaneous  combustion. 

T  herewith  submit  you  the  classified  expenses  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1904,  which  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  ac- 
companying pages  to  be  $74,405.70. 
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You  can  readily  see  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
maintain  the  department  within  the  budget  allowance  of  $65,000.00 
appropriated  by  the  former  administration.  Therefore,  the  Coun- 
cil had  to  increase  the  budget  $10,000.00,  making  a  total  of 
$75,000.00  for  the  year. 

I  think  the  department  was  run  with  the  greatest  economy, 
and  respectfully  ask  that  the  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year 
be  increased  to  the  sum  of  $80,000.00,  as  you  well  know  the  city 
limits  have  been  extended,  which  increases  the  fire  risks  and  gives 
the  department  a  great  deal  more  territory  to  cover;  also  there 
will  be  an  additional  house  put  in  service,  which  necessitates  the 
buying  of  more  apparatus,  horses,  harness,  as  well  as  an  increase 
in  the  force.  There  will  be  a  great  deal  more  of  repairs  to  be 
made  on  the.  apparatus,  as  they  have  been  in  service  a  number 
of  years,  and  every  alarm  we  have  requires  one  or  more  to  be 
placed  in  the  repair  shop. 

Several  of  the  fire  stations  need  new  floors  and  repairing,  and 
there  are  several  old  horses  in  the  department  that  should  be  re- 
placed with  new  ones. 

Classified  Statement  of  the  Total  Expense  for 
the  Year  1904, 

Salaries    $54,233 .  48 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 47.43 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  furniture  and  bedding 107.50 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 11,699.23 

Live  stock,  replacement  and  keep 5,417 .  69 

Fuel  for  engines 1,101 .  94 

Lubricants  and  other  engine  supplies 351 .  31 

Chemicals    116 .  53 

Rent 125 .  00 

Lights  and  heat 781 .  38 

Stationery  and  printing 85.35 

Other  expenses 337 .  95 


Total    $74,405 .  79 
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Fire   Committee. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson,  Mayor;  W.  E.  Buckley,  Chairman;  James 
Thompson,  Wharton  Bates. 

Officers  of  the   Department. 

J.  P.  Arto,  Chief  Engineer;  Herman  Dissen,  Assistant  Chief 
Engineer;  E.  L.  Benson,  Secretary. 

Central  Station — E.  F.  Ollre,  Captain;  Joe  Plummer,  Lieuten- 
ant; E.  Depperman,  Captain;  Henry  Wade,  Lieutenant. 

Station  No.  5 — Ed  Franks,  Captain;  Kobert  Glass,  Lieutenant. 

Station  No.  6 — Thomas  Martin,  Captain;  C.  E.  Dortic,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Station  No.  7 — Drew  King,  Captain;  Chas.  Kinzbach,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Station  No.  8 — Herman  Wagner,  Captain;  Arthur  Price,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Station  No.  9 — Henry  Donnelly,  Captain;  J.  W.  Wilson,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Station  No.  10 — A.  L.  Anderson,  Captain;  H.  B.  Boatner,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Value,   Insurance  and   Damage   to   Property  for 
the  Year  1904. 

Value  of  buildings  where  fires  have  occurred $  1,524,975.00 

Value  of  contents  where  fires  have  occurred 1,417,695.00 

Total  valuation  of  property  involved $  2,942,670.00 

Insurance  on  buildings  where  fires  have  occurred $      580,400.00 

Insurance  on  contents  where  fires  have  occurred 393,200.00 

Total  insurance  carried $      973,600.00 

Damage  to  buildings $      101,518 .  64' 

Damage  to  contents 96,105 .  20 

Total  damage  to  buildings  and  contents.  .  .  .$      197,623.84 
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Force  of  the  Department. 

The  force  of  the  department  and  salaries  are  as  follows : 


1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

15 

1 

6 

1 

4 

6 

21 

65 


EMPLOYEES 


Chief  of  Department 

Deputy  Chief  .    

Secretary  

Captains  of  Hose  Cos.. . 
Captain  Central  Station 

Drivers 

Tillerman 

Engineers 

Stoker 

Chemical  Tankmen 

Laddermen 

Pipemen 

Grand  Total.  . . . 


150.00 
90.00 
67.50 
75.00 
80.00 
70.00 
70.00 
90.00 
70.00 
65.00 
65.00 
60.00 


YEAR 


$1,800.00 
1,080.00 
810.00 
900.00 
960.00 
840.00 
840.00 
1,080.00 
840.00 
780.00 
780.00 
720.00 


TOTAL 


$  1,800.00 

1.080.00 

810.00 

6,300.00 

960 . 00 

12,600.00 

840.00 

6,480.00 

840.00 

3,120.00 

4,680.00 

15,120.00 


$54,630.00 


I  would  recommend  that  the  above  force  be  increased  one  more 
man  for  each  hose  company,  one  more  stoker  for  each  steamer  and 
five  more  men  for  the  aerial  truck,  as  it  is  impossible  to  do  good 
effective  fire  duty  working  with  such  a  small  force  of  men. 
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Record  Showing  the  Causes  of  Fire  for  the  Year  1904. 


CAUSE 
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Cause  unknown 

Flue  fires 

44 

72 
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Incendiary  origin 

Outside  city  limits 
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Gasoline  stove  exploded 
Electric  wires 

1 

2 
2 

2 

2 

4 
1 

14 

1 

5 

Spontaneous  combust'n 
Trash  piles 

3 

1 

1 

1 
1 
2 

4 

1 
1 

1 

1 

"2 

2 
1 
1 

3 

1 

"1 
1 
1 

1 

i' 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 
1 

17 

Lamp  explosion 

Lightning-  struck  bldg. . 

13 
3 

Lamp  turned  over 

Spark  from  locomotive. 
Fire  works 

2 

1 
1 

5 

1 

3 

2 

2 
1 

9 

1 

Grass  fire 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

3 

Children    playing   with 
matches 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

T 

1 
1 

11 

Defective  hearths    .... 

3 

Charcoal  furnace 

3 
1 
2 

5 

Gas  heater  leaking 

1 
1 

1 
1 

3 

Sparks  from  flue 

Defective  oil  stove 

7 
2 

1 

T 

2 
1 

2 

4 

5 

3 

3 

2 

5 

1 

"2 

1 

36 
4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Waste  oil  in  gulley  .... 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

Defective  stove  pipe. . . . 

2 
1 

1 

i' 

4 

Kettle  of  Tar 

1 

3 

Hot  box 

1 

2 
1 
1 

1 

Spark  from  stack    .  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
1 

11 

Heat  from  cook  stove  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Torch  too  near  wall. . . . 

2 

5 

Total 

61 

44 

21 

26 

34 

27 

21 

20 

15 

42 

29 

51 

391 
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Record    Showing    the    Total    Number    of    Telephone 

Alarms,  Box  Alarms,  and  Grand  Total  of  Box 

and  Telephone  Alarms,  for  the  Year  1904. 


January  

February    

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Grand  Total. 


Total 

Telephone 

Box 

Box  and 

Alarms 

Alarms 

Telephone 
Alarms 

51 

10 

61 

36 

8 

44 

18 

3 

21 

19 

7 

26 

30 

4 

34 

22 

5 

27 

17 

4 

21 

10 

0 

15 

23 

19 

42 

27 

2 

29 

40 

11 

51 

310 


81 


391 


RECORD  OF  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  MILES  TRAVELED,   FEET 

OF    HOSE    USED,    FEET    OF   LADDERS    USED,    NUMBER    OF 

GALLONS   OF   CHEMICAL   FLUID   USED,   NUMBER   OF 

HOURS    WORKED    DURING    THE    YEAR    1904. 


APPARATUS  NO. 

Number 

Miles 
Traveled 

Feet  of 
Hose  Used 

Feet  of 
Ladder 
Used 

Chemical 
Fluid 
Used 

Time  at 
work 

Hose  Co.  No.    1 
Steamer    No.    2 

70.00 
43.50 

196.25 
54.25 
47.00 
97.50 
81.75 
66.25 
35.25 

136.50 
60.50 

115.75 
79.25 
70.75 

294.25 

18,350 

122 

277 

149.25 
94.25 

Chemical  No.    4 
Hose  Co.  No.    5 
Steamer    No.    5 

4,250 
6,150 

2,074 
120 

3,688 

27 

113.00 
75.75 
54.00 

Hose  Co.  No.    6 
Steamer    No.    6 

9,350 

380 

268 

98.00 
77.25 

Hose  Co.  No.    7 
Steamer    No.    7 

9,500 

180 

67 

54.75 
32.25 

Hose  Co.  No.    8 
Steamer    No.    8 

15,150 

336 

33 

127.25 
57.25 

Hose  Co.  No.    9 
Hose  Co.  No.  10 
Steamer    No.  10 

6,350 
14,950 

99 
349 

30 
69 

86.75 
120.50 
100.50 

Truck        No.  14 

3,667 

240 

266 . 50 

Grand  Total 

1,448.75 

84,050 

7,327 

4,699 

1,507.75 
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RECORD   SHOWING  NUMBER  OF   FRAME   BUILDINGS,   NUMBER 

OF   BRICK   BUILDINGS   AND   OTHER   THAN   BUILDINGS 

THAT  CAUGHT  FIRE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904. 


January  

February  

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totat 


Frame 

Brick 

Other  than 

Buildings 

Buildings 

Buildings 

59 

1 

1 

61 

8 

22 

2 

20 

3 

1 

32 

1 

16 

5 

2 

25 

2 

18 

1 

11 

1 

1 

43 

3 

4 

21 

2 

6 

41 

4 

3 

369 

33 

18 

Comparative  Statement. 

Below  will  be  found  a  comparative  statement  of  our  fire  alarms, 
losses  and  number  of  men  employed  in  the  Fire  Department  for 

the  past  seven  years : 


YEAR 

NUMBER 

OF  MEN    ' 
EMPLOYED 

NUMBER  OF 
ALARMS 

TOTAL  DAMAGE  BY 

FIRE  TO  BUILDINGS 

AND  CONTENTS 

1898 

55 
55 

60 
62 
59 
61 
65 

226 

259 

298 
297 
300 
358 
391 

$157,383.35 

178,612  98 

1899  . . 

1900 

1901 

239,277.50 
253,671.00 
62,147.45 
144,675.84 
197,623.84 

1902 

1903 

1904 

We  had  four  second  alarms,  two  general  alarms  and  no  con- 
flagrations. 

Number  of  Water  Hydrants  in  the  Various  Wards. 

First  Ward 44 

Second  Ward 50 

Third  Ward 189 

Fourth  Ward 124 

Fifth  Ward 119 

Sixth  Ward 53 

Total  579 
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Statement  of  Location  and  Estimated  Value  of  All 
Property  Now  in  Use  by  the  Fire  Department. 

CENTRAL   FIRE   STATION. 
Two  Story  Brick,  Corner  San  Jacinto  and  Texas. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and  lot $  55,000 .  00 

Aerial  hook  and  ladder 3,000 .  00 

Village  hook  and  ladder 2,000 .  00 

Holloway  chemical  engine 1,750.00 

Second  size  La  France  engine 4,250.00 

Two  Chiefs'  buggies 400.00 

Six  double  sets  of  harness 650 .  00 

Two  sets  of  single  harness 65 .  00 

Twelve  head  of  horses 2,100 .  00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 1,200.00 

Sundry  supplies 500 .  00 

One  combination  hose  wagon 2,000 .  00 

3,100  feet  of  hose 2,800 .  00 

650  feet  of  chemical  hose 325 .  00 

One  La  France  heater 225 .  00 

Two  wagons  used  for  hauling 150.00 

Office    furniture 200.00 

Tools  in  machine  shop 200 .  00 

Total $  76,790 .  00 

FIRE    STATION     NO.     5. 

Two  Story  Brick,  910  Hardy  Street. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and  lot $  6,000 .  00 

One  third  size  La  France  steamer 4,000.00 

One  American  heater  for  steamer 225.00 

One   hose   wagon 500 .  00 

1,750  feet  of  hose 1,590 .  00 

Two  double  sets  of  harness 400.00 

Two  head  of  horses 700 .  00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 200.00 

Sundry  supplies 150 .  00 

Total       $  13,765 .  00 

FIRE    STATION    NO.     6. 

Two  Story  Brick,  1700  Washington  Street. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and  lot $  7,000.00 

One  combination  hose  wagon 1,500.00 

One  fourth  size  La  France  steamer 4,250.00 

One  American  heater 225.00 

1900  feet  of  hose 1,750 .  00 

200  feet  of  chemical  hose 100.00 

Two  double  sets  of  harness 200.00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 200.00 

Four  head  of  horses 700 .  00 

Sundry    supplies 200 .  00 

Totai $  16,125 .  00 
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FIRE     STATION     NO.     7. 

Two  Story  Brick,  Comer  Milam  and  Mcllhenny. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and  lot $     5,500.00 

Hose  wagon 500 .  00 

2,000  feet  of  hose 1,800 .  00 

One  fourth  size  La  France  steamer 4,250.00 

One  American  heater 225 .  00 

Four  head  of  horses 700 .  00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 200.00 

Two  double  sets  of  harness 200.00 

Sundry    supplies 200 .  00 

Total  $  13,475.00 

FIRE     STATION     NO.     8. 

Tivo  Story  Brick,  1307  Crawford  Street. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and  lot $  7,000 .  00 

One  hose  wagon 750 .  00 

2,000  feet  of  hose 2,000.00 

Two  double  sets  of  harness 200.00 

Five  head  of  horses 850 .  00 

One  American  heater 225 .  00 

One  third  size  Clapp  &  Jones 4,000.00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 200.00 

Sundry    supplies 200 .  00 

Totat $  15,425.00 

FIRE     STATION     NO.     9. 

Two  Story  Brick,  810  Keene  Street 

Estimated  value  of  building  and   lot $  5,000 .  00 

One  fifth  size  rotary  steamer  (out  of  serv- 
ice)      3,200.00 

One  hose  wagon 450 .  00 

One  double  set  of  harness 100.00 

Three  horses 500 .  00 

1,800  feet  of  hose 1,570 .  00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 150.00 

Sundry  supplies 100 .  00 

Total $  11,070.00 

FIRE    STATION    NO.    10. 

Two  Story  Brick,  205  Chartres  Street. 

Estimated  value  of  building  and   lot $  7,000 .  00 

One  fourth  size  smerican  Steamer 4,275.00 

One  American  heater 225 .  00 

2,100  feet  of  hose 1,940 .  00 

Four  head  of  horses 700 .  00 

Two  double  sets  of  harness 200.00 

Beds  and  bedding  and  furniture 200.00 

Sundry  supplies 200.00 

One  hose  wagon 500 .  00 

Total $  15,240 .  00 
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Number  of  Head  of  Horses  in  Service  and  Their  Value 
at  the   Various   Fire   Stations. 

Central  Fire  Station .  12  head  of  horses $  2,100 .  00 

No.     5  Fire  Station .  .   4   head   of  horses 700 .  00 

No.     6  Fire  Station .  .    4   head   of   horses 700 .  00 

No.     7  Fire  Station .  .    4   head   of  horses 700 .  00 

No.     8  Fire  Station .  .    5   head   of  horses 850 .  00 

No.     9  Fire  Station .  .   3   head   of   horses 500 .  00 

No.  10  Fire  Station.  .   4   head   of  horses 700.00 


Total  Numbek 36  Total  Value $     6,250 .  00 

Total  Value  of  Property  in  Use  at  the  Various 
Fire  Stations. 

Central  Station $  76,790 .  00 

No.  5  Fire  Station 13,765 .  00 

No.  6  Fire  Station 16,125 .  00 

No.  7  Fire  Station . , 13,475 .  00 

No.  8  Fire  Station 15,425 .  00 

No.  9  Fire  Station 11,070 .  00 

No.  10  Fire  Station 15,240 .  00 


Total    $161,890 .  00 

Note. — This  does  not  include  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  System. 

Harness. 

The  harness  in  service  is  all  in  good  condition,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  or  four  sets  of  collars,  which  should  be  replaced 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  now  in  actual  nse  seventeen  sets  of 
double  harness,  and  two  sets  of  single  harness. 

Hose. 

Below  will  be  found  a  statement  giving  the  number  of  feet  of 
hose  we  have  in  good  and  bad  condition,  and  where  it  is  located : 
In  Good 
Condition. 

Central  Station 2,600  feet 

No.      5  Station 1,250  feet 

No.      6  Station 1,000  feet 

No.      7  Station 1,000  feet 

No.      8  Station 2,000  feet 

No.      9  Station 650  feet 

No.     10  Station 1,500  feet 


In  Bad 

In  Fair 

Condition. 

Condition. 

500  feet 

....  feet 

900  feet 

750  feet 

200  feet 

900  feet 

100  feet 

1,000  feet 

. . .  feet 

feet 

500  feet 

650  feet 

150  feet 

600  feet 

2,350  feet 

3.000  feet 

10,000  feet 
Total  all  kinds,  16,250  feet. 

We  have  in  service  850  feet  of  one-inch  chemical  hose.  The 
hose  above  marked  "bad"  condition  is  not  used  in  the  department, 
having  been  tested  and  marked  "condemned." 
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Apparatus. 

We  have  in  service  the  following  apparatus,  located  at  the  var- 
ious stations: 


APPARATUS 


LOCATION 


1  Combination  hose  wagon 

1  Second  size  La  France  Steamer 

1  Doub]e  60-gal.  Holloway  Chemical 

1  Hose  wagon 

1  Third  size  La  Prance  steamer 

1  Combination  hose  wagon 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  steamer 

1  Hose  wagon 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  steamer 

1  Hose  wagon  « 

1  Third  size  Clapp  &  Jones  steamer 

1  Hose  wagon 

1  Fifth  size  La  France  rotary  (reserve)  . 

1  Hose  wagon 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  steamer , 

1  Hayes  Aerial  75  foot  extension  ladder. 

1  Preston  hook  and  ladder    , 

1  Chief's  buggy 

1  Assistant  Chief's  buggy 

1  Hose  reel  in  reserve 


Central 
Central 
Central 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Station 
Central 
Central 
Central 
Central 
Central 


Station 
Station 
Station 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No.  10 

No.  10 

Station 

Station 

Station 

Station 

Station 


*  Not  in  use. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  list,  that  we  have  twenty 
pieces  of  apparatus  in  all,  of  which  several  pieces  should  be  given 
a  general  overhauling  and  repainting  for  the  ensuing  3^ear.  Each 
piece  of  apparatus  is  fully  equipped  with  chemical  fire  extinguish- 
ers, and  necessary  tools  and  ropes. 

Water  Mains. 


On  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  year,  the  department  found 
the  water  supply  for  fire  purposes  anything  but  satisfactory. 
We  must  therefore  depend  on  our  steamers,  and  to  supply 
them  with  water  at  many  points  needs  an  increase  of  larg- 
er mains.  i  recommend  that  you  compel  the  water  com- 
pany to  extend  their  mains  in  different  portions  of  the 
city,  and  the  doing  away  with  dead  ends,  of  which  we  have 
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A  GREAT  NUMBER.  ALSO,  TO  COMPEL  THEM  TO  PUT  IN  LARGER 
HYDRANTS,  WITH  NOT  LESS  THAN  TPIREE  OPENINGS,  ONE  OF  THEM 
TO  BE  A  FOUR-INCH  OPENING  TO  ACCOMMODATE  AN  ENGINE. 

Overhead  Electric  Wires. 

I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  and  Council 
to  the  serious  danger  to  both  life  and  property  existing  in  the 
overhead  electric  wires  in  the  center  of  the  city,  and  would  earn- 
estly request   that   some   steps  be  taken   to   place   them   under 

GROUND  BEFORE  VALUABLE  PROPERTY  BE  DESTROYED  AND  PERHAPS 
HUMAN    LIFE    SACRIFICED. 

Theaters, 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  in  attendance  at  all  places 
of  amusement,  and  where  great  crowds  would  congregate,  a  detail 

OF  FIREMEN,  WHOSE  DUTY  IT  WAS  TO  LOOK  AFTER  THE  FIRE  RISKS 
OF  THE  BUILDING  AND  THE  SAFETY  OF  TILE  PUBLIC.       Through  this 

precaution,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  possibility  of  a  fire  was  re- 
duced to  a  minimum. 

I  would  suggest  that  an  ordinance  be  drawn  up  compelling  the 
owners  of  opera  houses,  etc.,  to  pay  two  firemen  to  attend  every 
performance,  said  firemen  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Fire  Department. 

Inspections. 

During  the  summer  months,  all  firemen  must  familiarize  them- 
selves with  all  buildings  in  the  commercial  district  of  the  city. 

I  have  them  go  in  squads,  which  consist  of  one  man  from  each 
station,  and  make  report  to  me  of  all  combustible  material  seen 
during  their  rounds  of  inspection. 

Fire  Cisterns. 

I  again  renew  my  former  recommendations  that  our  fire  cisterns, 
located  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Franklin,  Main  and  Congress, 
Main  and  Prairie  and  Main  and  Texas  Avenue,  be  thoroughly 
cleaned,  repaired  and  put  in  the  best  possible  condition.  Also  thai 
they  be  connected  up   witli    the    water    mains   nearest    them    with 
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four-inch  pipe,  thus  making  an  underground  water  inlet  for  im- 
mediate use  in  the  case  of  a  fire  in  the  business  district  of  the 
city. 

Improvements. 

During  the  year,  the  new  Central  Fire  Station  was  completed, 
and  occupied  by  us  on  February  22,  1904. 

On  February  8th,  we  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  the  old 
Central  Fire  Station  by  fire,  which  consumed  all  beds  and  bed- 
ding and  office  furniture,  tools  and  small  equipments,  which  had 
to  be  renewed  for  the  new  fire  station,  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000.00. 

We  also  bought  during  the  month  of  February,  5,000  feet  of 
Eureka  hose,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.00;  one  new  wagon  for  hauling 
shavings,  sand  for  bedding  of  horses,  at  a  cost  of  $92.00,  and  one 
set  of  Berry  collars. 

You  will  readily  see  from  the  above  that  the  improvements 
during  1904  were  very  small  in  comparison  with  former  years. 

Houses  or  Stations. 

A  great  many  of  our  stations  are  in  anything  but  a  satisfactory 
condition — Stations  5,  7,  8,  9  and  10  are  all  in  need  of  repairs 
and  repainting  badly — and,  if  something  is  not  done  very  soon,  it 
will  cost  thousands  of  dollars  to  put  them  in  good  condition.  If 
repairs  are  made  at  once,  same  can  be  made  for  several  hundred 
dollars. 

Horses. 

The  horses  in  the  department  are,  from  year  to  year,  being 
kept  up  to  a  proper  standard  and  in  good  condition,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  several  head,  which  have  been  in  service  from  ten  to 
twenty  years.  These  horses  should  be  dispensed  with  at  once  and 
new  ones  bought  to  replace  them.  The  department  has  only 
bought  four  head  of  horses  for  the  year  1904. 

Accidents. 

Accidents  to  members  of  the  department  were  frequent  during 
the  year,  but  I  am  very  glad  to  say  not  one  fatality  has  occurred, 
and  very  few  accidents  of  a  serious  or  dangerous  character. 
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Recommendations. 

I  will  call  your  attention  to  necessary  improvements  which 
should  be  made  in  the  department  during  the  ensuing  year,  on 
acount  of  the  extension  of  the  city  limits. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  following  fire  stations  be  built  and 
fully  equipped,  as  follows : 

One  to  be  built  in  the  Third  Ward,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
McGowen  Avenue  and  Crawford  Street,  and  fully  equipped  with 
horses,  combination  hose  wagon  and  five  men,  as  this  section  of  the 
city  is  building  up  rapidly  with  fine  residences. 

One  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  in  the  neighborhood  of  San  Felipe 
and  Heiner  Streets,  equipped  with  combination  hose  wagon  and 
five  men,  as  the  nearest  fire  station  to  this  locality  is  something 
over  a  mile. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  another  station  be  built  in 
the  Fifth  Ward,  near  the  locality  of  Noble  and  Hardy  Streets, 
equipped  with  combination  hose  wagon  and  five  men,  as  this  would 
give  the  taxpayers  on  the  north  side  of  the  Southern  Pacific  rail- 
road tracks  improved  fire  service,  of  which  they  are  badly  in  need. 

Also  an  addition  to  be  built  on  No.  9  Fire  Station,  and  the  pres- 
ent village  truck,  now  in  the  Central  Station,  be  placed  therein, 
with  horses  and  three  additional  men.  This  company  would  then 
cover  the  territories  of  the  First,  Sixth  and  Fifth  Wards. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  a  new  and  more  up-to-date 
village  truck  be  purchased  and  placed  in  the  new  Central  Fire 
Station.  The  present  village  truck  has  to  make  all  alarms  of 
fires  that  occur  in  the  city. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  serious  condition  that  exists  in 
the  department  at  present:  The  village  truck  and  men  answer 
all  fire  alarms  in  the  city.  If  we  receive  another  alarm,  say  in 
the  business  portion  of  the  city — say  a  three  or  four-story  build- 
ing— while  the  crew  and  truck  are  out  answering  an  alarm  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  city,  the  Fire  Department  would  be  helpless 
without  ladders. 

You  well  know  thai  in  the  last  year  there  have  been  some 
very   large  buildings  constructed    in   the  city.     We  have  also  sev- 
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era!  large  hotels,  whose  guests  depend  on  the  firemen  to  rescue 
them  in  case  of  fire. 

Therefore,  I  recommend  that  five  more  men  be  placed  on  the 
aerial  truck.  We  have  horses  now  in  stalls  to  pull  said  truck,  but 
I  am  in  need  of  one  additional  driver,  one  tillerman  and  three 
laddermen  to  make  it  complete. 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  one  of  my  recommendations  w  my 
last  annual  report  is  about  to  be  carried  out,  and  that  is  the 
engine  house  for  the  First  Ward. 

I  would  like  to  have  purchased  at  once  5,000  feet  of  two  and  one- 
half-inch  cotton,  rubber  lined  hose,  and  four  dozen  fire  helmets. 
These  helmets  should  be  bought  at  once,  as  this  is  the  only  paid 
fire  department  in  the  country  that  is  without  them.  They  pro- 
tect firemen  from  heat,  glass  and  falling  timbers,  and  in  many 
cases  keep  the  men  from  receiving  serious  injuries. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  old  hose  reel,  that  we  have  in  re- 
serve, be  converted  into  a  supply  wagon,  of  which  we  are  badly 
in  need,  to  supply  steamers  with  coal,  oil  and  necessary  tools. 
This  would  require  one  additional  horse  and  driver. 

Remarks. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Committee  and  the  City  Council,  for  the  valuable 
improvements  which  have  been  added  to  the  Fire  Department,  in 
their  efforts  to  build  up  and  maintain  its  efficiency. 

I  also  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Water  Company,  the 
City  Secretary,  City  Engineer,  the  Chief  of  Police  and  members 
of  the  police  force. 

Wish  also  to  thank  the  City  Electrician  and  his  assistants  for 
their  faithful  work  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  members  of  this  department. 

Since  I  have  assumed  charge  of  the  Fire  Department,  I  have 
been  proud  of  the  general  deportment  and  fidelity  to  duty  of  its 
members.  It  has  been  a  source  of  pleasure  and  gratification  to 
me  that  their  record  for  discipline,  good  behavior,  promptness, 
neatness  of  apparel,  buildings  and  apparatus  has  been  excellent. 
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Their  work,  either  at  fires  or  in  the  houses,  will  compare  most  fav- 
orably with  the  fire  departments  of  any  of  the  larger  cities. 

The  administration  of  my  duties  under  such  circumstances  has 
been  a  matter  of  pleasure  and  pride  to  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  Arto, 
Chief  Fire  Department. 

Location  of  Fire  Alarm  Boxes. 

FIRST  WAED. 

12  Holly  and  Edwards. 

13  Washington  and  Seventh. 

14  Shearn  and  Colorado. 

15  Houston  Avenue  and  Crockett. 

§16  Washington  and  Fourth  (Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co). 

*17  American  Brewery. 

112  Holly  and  Crockett. 

113  Sabine  and  State. 

114  Alamo  and  Colorado. 

151  Houston  Avenue  and  Edwards  (Hawthorne  School). 

152  Bingham  and  Colorado  (First  Ward  colored  school) . 


Total 11 


SECOND  WARD. 


f21  Main  and  Franklin. 

23  Congress  and  Austin. 

24  Lyle  and  I.  &  G.  N.  R.  R. 

25  Congress  and  Dowling. 

26  German  and  I.  &  G.  N.  R.  R. 

27  Chenevert  and  Magnolia. 

28  Commerce  and  Buffalo. 

*29  Houston  Packing  Company. 

212  Engelke  and  Grand. 

*213  No.  10  Fire  Station,  502  Chartres. 

f214  San  Jacinto  and  Franklin. 

*215  Swift  Packing  Company,  Commerce  and  Fannin. 

*216  Houston  Gas  Company,  Commerce  and  Crawford. 

251  German  and  Flyn    (Langston  colored  school). 

252  Commerce  and  Hamilton   (Rusk  School). 


Totai 15 
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THIRD  WARD. 

f31  Main  and  Capitol. 

32  Main  and  McKinney. 

34  Texas  Avenue  and  La  Branch. 

35  Preston  and  Chenevert. 

36  McKinney  and  Austin. 

37  Main  and  Pease. 

312  Jackson  and  Rusk. 

313  Austin  and  Pease. 

314  Live  Oak  and  Rusk. 

315  McKinney  and  Hamilton. 

316  McKinney  and  Dowling. 
321  Polk  and  Hamilton. 

323  Crawford  and  Jefferson. 

*324  No.  8  Fire  Station,  1308  Crawford. 

325  Gray  and  Caroline. 

326  Main   and   McGowen. 

327  Jackson  and  Dennis. 

331  McGowen   and   Austin. 

332  Chenevert  and  Pierce. 

334  Harrisburg  Road  and  Roberts. 

*341  Central  Fire  Station,  San  Jacinto  and  Texas. 

342  Texas  Avenue  and  Chartres. 

343  Jefferson  and  St.  Emanuel. 

351  Jackson  and  Calhoun   (Douglas  colored  school). 

352  Chartres  and  Bell  (Longfellow  School). 

353  Walker  and  St.  Emanuel    (Austin  School). 

354  Caroline  and  Rusk  (High  School). 


Totaj 27 


FOURTH    WARD. 


f41  Main  and  Preston. 

42  Congress  and  Milam. 

43  Capitol  and  Louisiana: 

§44  Rice  Hotel,  Main  and  Texas  Avenue. 

45  McKinney  and  Milam. 

46  Dallas  and  Smith. 

47  McKinney  and  Brazos. 

412  San*Felipe  and  Hobson. 

413  Gray  and  Brazos. 

414  Tuam  and  Albany. 

415  Main  and  Clay. 

416  Main  and  Leeland. 

421  Louisiana  and  Rosalie. 

*422  No.  7  Fire  Station,  2403  Milam. 

*423  Preston  and  Louisiana. 

t425  City  Hall,  second  floor. 

f426  City  Hall,  first  floor   (Market). 

452  Milam  and  Clay    (Taylor  School). 

453  San  Felipe  and  Bagby   (Colored  High  School). 
*454  Cleveland  and  Wilson   (Gregory  Institute). 


Total 21 
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FIFTH  WARD. 

51  Willow  and  Wood. 

52  Liberty  and  Chapman. 

53  Montgomery  and  Shea. 

54  Nance  and  Hill. 

56  Conti  and  Moffett. 

57  Hardyand  Opelousas. 

512  Odin  and  Carr. 

513  Loraine  and  Maury. 

514  Harrington  and  Chestnut. 

515  Noble  and  Terry. 

516  Hogan  and  Fulton. 

*517  No.  9  Fire  Station,  810  Keene  Street. 

521  Hill  and  Frost. 

524  Odin  and  Deehaumes  (Lyons  Avenue). 
*523  No.  5  Fire -Station,  910  Hardy. 

525  Odin  and  Clark. 

531  Brooks  and  Hardy. 

532  Sumpter  and  Carr. 

533  West  and  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  crossing. 

551  Loraine  and  McKee  (Cascara  School). 

552  Nance  and  Elysian  (Anson  Jones  School). 


Total 21 


SIXTH  WARD. 


61  Preston  and  Cushman. 

62  Washington  and  Houston  Avenue. 

63  Sabine  and  State. 

64  No.  6  Fire  Station. 

65  Henderson  and  Riesner. 
67  Washington  and  Taylor. 

612  Washington  and  Tenth. 

613  Silver  and  Edwards. 

614  Henderson  and  Railroad  (Center  Street). 
651  Washington  and  Ash  (Dow  School). 

71  Houston  Theater  (stage,  304  Fannin). 

72  Houston  Theater  (main  entrance,  310  Fannin). 

Total 12 

Note — Boxes  marked  f  are  keyless,  §  private,  *  station,  but  no  box. 
Total  number  of  boxes  and  stations,  107. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  16,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  my  an- 
nual report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,   1904. 

This  report  contains  a  full  and  accurate  statement  of  all  matters 
of  interest  pertaining  to  this  department,  together  with  a  valua- 
tion of  the  entire  fire  alarm  system,  as  used  by  the  central  fire 
alarm  office,  and  the  engine  houses,  the  outside  construction  of 
wires,  signal  boxes  and  other  fixtures  belonging  thereto.  Also 
inspection  of  houses  wired  for  electric  service,  permits  issued  for 
electric  wiring,  expenses  and  receipts,  with  recommendations  for 
the  coming  year,  with  improvements  and  betterment  of  the  system. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  expense  of  this  department 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1904,  giving  salaries  of  Super- 
intendent, Inspector,  renewals  and  repairs  of  fire  alarm  telegraph 
and  other  expenses : 

Salary  Superintendent $  1,500 .  00 

Salary  Inspector 1,210 .  00 

Repairs  and  renewals  to  fire  alarm 1,267.13 

Other  expense 401 .  10 

Total    ordinary     $  4,378 .  23 

Extraordinary    13,780 .  45 

Grand  total  for  the  year  1904 $18,158.68 

The  following  is  a  close  estimate  of  the  expense  for  this  de- 
partment, in  the  way  of  salaries,  repairs  to  fire  alarm  telegraph 
and  other  expense,  for  the  coming  year : 

Salaries,  including  Superintendent,  Inspector 

and  Lineman   $  3,780 .  00 

Repairs  and  renewals  to  fire  alarm 500.00 

Other  expense 220 .  00 

Total  for  the  year $  4,500.00 
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I  ask  Your  Honor  that  the  above  amount  be  allowed,  as  I  have 
considerable  repairs  to  be  made  to  the  fire  alarm  lines  over  the 
city,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  keep  up  on  account  of  the  dis- 
pensing with  the  services  of  the  lineman  the  latter  part  of  the 
year. 

I  have  also  twelve  fire  alarm  boxes  on  hand  to  be  placed 
that  were  purchased  for  the  public  schools,  and  never  have  been 
installed,  and  this  is  a  matter,  I  think,  very  important  to 
the  city,  that  these  alarm  boxes  should  be  placed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  they  are  for  the  protection  of  city  property. 

New  Fire  Alarm  Boxes  Placed  During  the  Past  Year. 

Box  No.  Location. 

414  Tuam  and  Albany. 

551  Loraine  and  McKee  (Cascara  School). 

151  Houston  Avenue  and  Edwards   (Hawthorne  School). 

14  Shearn  and  Colorado,  moved  from  Houston  Avenue  and  Edwards. 

352  Chartres  and  Bell    (Longfellow  School). 

342  Chartres  and  Texas  Avenue. 

Recommendation  for  More  Fire   Alarm   Boxes. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  and  the  extension  of  the  city  limits, 
I  would  recommend  to  Your  Honor  that  about  one  hundred 
more  fire  alarm  boxes  be  installed,  as  there  has  been  practically 
no  attention'  given  to  the  important  feature  to  keep  pace  with 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  vast  amount  of  territory 
that  has  been  built  up  in  the  last  few  years,  there  being  some 
parts  of  the  city  where  the  alarm  boxes  are  such  a  distance  apart 
that  it  leaves  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  unprotected, 
as  regards  to  having  means  for  rapid  transmission  of  fire  alarms, 
and  calling  on  the  Fire  Department  when  needed. 

Bearing  the  above  in  mind,  I  will  cite  the  large  scope  of  terri- 
tory from  Louisiana  to  Crawford,  and  west  of  McGowen,  also  the 
Fairground  addition,  which  have  only  two  boxes  for  Ibis  large 
area  of  valuable  property. 

To  show  the  real  value  of  the  close  distribution  of  the  alarm 
box,  I  have  only  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Chief 
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of  the  Fire  Department,  which  will  show  that  the  losses  in  the 
First  Ward  are  less  in  proportion  than  that  of  any  other  part  of 
the  city,  and  the  reason  therefor  is  that  the  alarm  boxes  are  on 
an  average  of  about  three  blocks  apart,  and  that  the  people 
living  in  that  ward  use  the  alarm  box  for  sounding  alarms  of 
fire,  thereby  saving  the  delay  caused  by  the  use  of  the  telephone, 
which  means  a  great  saving  in  time  to  the  department  in  respond- 
ing to  calls  for  fire. 

This  being  such  a  good  cause  for  the  lessened  loss  in  the  First 
Ward,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  will  be  of  great  value  to 
other  parts  of  the  city — hence  my  recommendation  for  the  addi- 
tion of  more  fire  alarm  boxes. 

Value   of   Fire   Alarm    System. 

The  following  is  the  total  value  of  the  equipment  of  the  Fire 
Alarm  System : 

Central  Station,  ground  f loor ...    $      830.00 

Engine  House  No.     5 253 .  50 

Engine  House  No.     6 305 .  25 

Engine  House  No.     7 265.50 

Engine  House  No.     8 305 .  00 

Engine  House  No.     9 268 .  50 

Engine  House  No.  10 299 .  00 

Outside  construction,  including  signal  boxes, 
wire,  poles,  tower  bell  machine  and  fixtures 

pertaining  thereto    18,327 .  00 

Central  Fire  Alarm  Office,  instruments,  furni- 
ture and  fixtures 9,316 .  00 

One  horse  and  buggy 125 .  00 

Total    $30,294 .  75 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  private  fire 
alarm  boxes  attached  to  the  system,  viz. :  the  Eice  Hotel,  Waters- 
Pierce  Oil  Company  and  the  Houston  Theater. 

New  Fire  Alarm  at  Central  Office. 

Owing  to  the  loss,  by  fire,  of  the  central  fire  alarm  office  last 
February,  it  became  necessary  for  the  city  to  replace  the  old  plant 
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with  one  more  modern  and  up  to  date,  and  this  central  office 
system  has  been  installed  in  the  new  Central  Fire  Station,  and 
What  is  known  as  the  semi-manual  system,  i.  e.,  it  can  be  used 
automatically  or  manually,  without  the  removal  or  changing  of 
any  of  the  instruments. 

The  system  consists  of  one  twelve-circuit  composite-protector 
board,  one  twelve-circuit  storage  battery  board  and  storage  bat- 
teries, one  ten-circuit  latest  improved  repeater  with  two  extra 
alarm  circuits,  one  ten-pen  register  for  recording  alarms  or  to  be 
used  in  the  receiving  of  alarms  when  operators  are  on  duty,  and 
one  four-plate  single  dial  manual  transmitter  for  repeating  tele- 
phone alarms. 

This  system  can  be  transformed  into  a  manual  system  simply 
by  the  movement  of  a  single  lever,  i.  e.,  to  receive  and  transmit 
fire  alarms  from  and  to  any  section  of  the  city  to  whatever  engine 
house  that  is  desired  to  make  that  particular  alarm  without  dis- 
turbing any  other  part  of  the  department,  at  the  same  time  notify- 
ing all  engine  houses  throughout  the  city  that  there  is  a  fire, 
giving  them  the  box  number  on  their  local  circuit,  but  not  on 
the  large  gong,  unless  they  are  needed,  which  alarm  will  then 
be  sounded  on  the  large  gong  and  indicator  of  the  next  company 
which  should  make  that  fire  on  the  second  call.  For  instance, 
three  companies  have  answered  said  alarm  on  the  first  and  second 
call.  All  other  engine  houses  are  simultaneously  notified  that 
there  has  been  a  second  alarm  sounded  for  the  same  fire,  and  are 
in  readiness  in  case  of  a  general  alarm,  which  will  then  be  sounded 
over  the  entire  system. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  man  on  watch  at  each 
engine  house  will  receive  the  alarm  on  the  local  circuit,  and  know 
there  is  a  fire  and  the  exact  location  of  same,  but  those  men  who 
are  at  rest  and  the  horses  will  he  undisturbed,  unless  they  are 
to  respond  to  that  alarm  which  has  just  been  sounded.  In  this 
event,  they  will  receive  the  alarm  over  the  large  gong  and  indi- 
cator, simultaneously  with  the  local  circuit. 

This  system  is  very  flexible  in  its  working,  and  is  of  the  very 
latest  type  of  central  office  equipment,  and  can  be  made  a  manual 
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system   or   automatic   system   in  ten  seconds,   as  may   be   needed. 
We  are  now  working  the  system  automatically. 


Inspections  and  Permits. 

Number  of  permits  for  electrical    wiring 1,200 

Number  of  permits  for  electric   service 900 

Number  of  certificates  on  electrical  construction .  . .    900 

Number  of  permits  to  set  poles 106 

Number  of  poles  inspected    816 

Revenue  for  inspections $2,507.10 

Referring  to  the  above  inspections,  these  figures  only  show  one 
trip  to  each  place  where  the  work  was  in  course  of  construction, 
but  in  the  majority  of  cases,  especially  new  houses  being  wired, 
it  is  necessary  to  make  from  three  to  five  inspections  on  each 
job  in  course  of  construction,  so  that  we  may  be  positively  as- 
sured that  there  is  no  chance  of  fire  caused  by  defects  in  the 
electric  wiring.  In  electric  wiring,  special  attention  must  be 
paid  to  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  work.  Careful  and  neat 
installation  of  the  wires  ami  fixtures  thereto,  fittings  and  ap- 
proved material  are  the  only  kind  allowed  to  be  installed  by  this 
office,  i.  e.,  only  material  approved  by  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters.  Not  only  does  the  public  having  its  buildings  wired 
for  electrical  service  get  the  assurance  of  being  safe  from  fire 
caused  by  defective  wires,  but  it  also  gets  the  latest  approved  ma- 
terial. 

Overhead  Wires. 

I  again  call  the  Council's  attention  to  the  "overhead  wire 
nuisance."  In  reference  to  the  overhead  wires  running  in  every 
direction,  and  the  continuous  danger  that  confronts  the  public 
thoroughfares  where  wires  are  so  thick  in  the  business  section  of 
the  city,  and  which  is  growing  more  dangerous  every  day,  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
to  have  all  the  wires  in  the  business  section  of  the  city  placed 
under  ground.  Then,  not  only  will  the  danger  from  these  over- 
head wires  be  eliminated,  but  you  will  find  that  their  removal 
will  add  materially  to  the  looks  of  the  city. 
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Other  Work  by  This  Department. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  wiring  up  the  new  Central 
Fire  Station  for  electric  light,  placing  fixtures  for  same,  all  neces- 
sary fire  alarm  wiring  and  telephone  work,  and  such  other  electrical 
appliances  as  are  needed  in  buildings  of  this  character,  has  been 
completed. 

This  department  has  also  wired  the  Superintendent's  house  at 
Sam  Houston  Park,  and  the  Band  Stand  in  the  park  for  electric 
lights. 

Other  Recommendations. 

I  would  recommend  that  private  telephone  lines  be  installed  be- 
tween all  engine  houses. 

I  again  renew  my  recommendation  for  the  following,  viz. :  That 
all  theaters  using  electrical  service  for  stage  effects  be  required,  by 
ordinance,  to  place  a  competent  electrician  in  charge  of  their  elec- 
trical appliances,  etc.,  which  electrician  be  qualified  before  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  His  Honor,  the  Mayor.  As  it  is  at  present, 
these  electrical  appliances  are  handled  by  stage  hands  whose  elec- 
trical knowledge  is  very  meager  and  entirely  inadequate,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  wiring  and  other  work  becomes  very  de- 
fective and  increases  the  fire  hazard,  from  which  we  are  liable 
to  have  disastrous  results. 

The  wiring  inspector  and  I  have  frequently  made  visits  to  the 
opera  house  stage,  preparatory  to  performances,  where  electricity 
was  extensively  used  in  the  production  of  such  plays,  and  we  have 
found  the  arrangement  in  such  dangerous  condition  that  I  com- 
pelled my  inspector,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  to  remain  in  order 
to  prevent  any  conflagration  therefrom. 

Conclusion. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  to  Your  Honor  and  the 
Honorable  City  Council  that  we  have  a  central  fire  alarm  office 
and  equipment  second  to  none  in  the  southwest.  The 
system  is  so  arranged  that  it  may  be  added  to  from  time  to 
time   as   need    be,   which   means   that   the   system   will   adequately 
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meet  all  future  demands  upon  it  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  old  fire  alarm  system,  which  was  destroyed 
in  the  Central  Station  fire,  was  only  an  automatic  system,  and 
would  have  had  to  be  replaced  with  a  system  of  the  present  type, 
whenever  the  city  reached  a  population  of  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  but  with  our  present  system  this  replacement  will 
be  unnecessary,  as  it  will,  as  above  stated,  hold  good  until  tne 
population  reaches  at  least  two  hundred  thousand. 

I  beg  to  thank  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  their  assistance  which  has  been  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  pertaining  to  the  office,  and  with  your 
help  during  the  ensuing  year  I  will  endeavor  to  continue  the 
betterment  of  the  system. 

I  wish  also  to  extend  my  warmest  thanks  to  my  able  and  worthy 
assistants,  Messrs.  Frank  A.  Peters  and  John  S.  Luckie,  for  their 
untiring  and  valuable  attention  to  their  respective  duties,  for 
which  they  deserve  much  praise. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  Chief  Arto  and  his  men  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment for  their  kindness  and  co-working  with  me  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  first-class  fire  system. 

To  the  officials  of  both  telephone,  telegraph  and  electric  light 
companies,  respectively,  are  due  my  thanks  for  kindly  assistance, 

etc.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

Clarence  E.  George, 

City   Electrician. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


W.  M.  BRUMBY,  M.  D., 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hox.  A.  L.  Jacksox, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  City 
Charter  and  ordinance,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  re- 
port as  Health  Officer  for  the  fiscal  year,  ended  December  31,  1904. 


Comparative  Statement  of  Expenses  of  the  Department 
During  the  Years  as  Follows: 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

$26,928  00 

t$14,542  04 

$19,690  50 

$20,991  18 
20,000  00 

$12,740  00 
12,000  00 

$13,235  72 
13,000  00 

§$13,538  08 

Budget  Allowance.. 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

13,500  00 

§  Of  this  amount  $1,273.00  incurred  in  November,  1903,   for  yellow  fever  quarantine. 
1  This  amount  does  not  include  the  first  five  months  of  year  (records  burned). 

Contagious   Diseases. 

The  custom  previously  established  by  myself  of  personally  in- 
vestigating all  reports  of  "suspicious  cases"  received  by  your  Health 
Department  has  been  continued,  and  in  case  of  doubt  in  diagnosis 
of  such  diseases  the  public  was  given  the  benefit  of  doubt,  and 
same  precautions  were  taken  as  if  a  positive  case  of  the  disease  in 
question  existed. 

We  had  one  case  of  yellow  fever  introduced  from  Coatzacoalcos, 
Mexico,  during  the  month  of  August,  and  while  the  patient  had 
had  the  fever  some  days  prior  to  his  coming  to  Houston  (then  in 
secondary  stage),  and  while  believing  it  was  too  late  to  infect  the 
Stegomyia  mosquito,  many  of  this  species  were  in  the  same  house, 
vet  in  order  to  prevent  a  panic  amongst  those  who  believe  that* 
a  patient  is  capable  of  conveying  the  fever  as  long  as  they  have 
fever  and  are  yellow,  we  removed  the  patient  to  a  less  densely 
populated  district:  killed  all  the  mosquitoes,  as  well   as  all  other 
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possible  living  organisms  in  the  premises  vacated,  and  kept  patient 
under  mosquito  bar,  and,  of  course,  there  were  no  subsequent  cases. 
Our  State  Health  Officer  and  Dr.  R.  G.  Turner,  the  attending 
physician,  concurred  in  the  above. 

Vaccination. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  scholastic  year,  we  were  overwhelmed 
at  periodic  intervals  by  pupils  clamoring  for  vaccination,  the  com- 
pulsory vaccination  being  required  by  the  School  Board,  no  charge 
having  been  made  at  any  time  for  anyone.  Later  in  the  year,  for 
financial  reasons,  we  refused  to  vaccinate  any  but  the  poorer  classes. 
In  previous  years  this  expense  was  considerable. 

This  fall  and  winter  we  vaccinated  approximately  three  thou- 
sand children  and  others  among  the  poorer  classes  who  made  ap- 
plication. 

The  effect  of  this  persistent  work  for  the  past  four  years,  along 
the  lines  of  prevention  by  vaccination,  is  very  noticeable  in  the 
small  number  of  cases  of  smallpox  that  have  been  in  the  city  for 
the  past  year,  and.  more  notable  in  the  ease  of  control  of  those 
cases  "imported,"  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

Smallpox. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  92  cases  reported  and  6  deaths. 
The  malignancy  of  the  disease  during  the  month  of  January 
and  February  is  notable  in  the  fact  that  there  were  47  cases  and 
5  deaths,  and  it  was  only  with  the  most  faithful  and  zealous 
work  of  my  assistants  and  their  co-operation  in  every  detail  of 
the  usual  prophylactic  measures,  such  as  early  vaccination  of  per- 
sons exposed  and  constant  surveillance,  rigid  quarantine,  or  re- 
moval to  the  detention  camp,  and  the  thoroughness  of  disinfection, 
that  a  serious  outbreak  of  a  malignant  type  of  the  disease  was 
averted. 

The  city  has  been  most  fortunate  this  winter  in  having  only 
two  cases  imported,  and  they  were  cared  for  without  expense  to 
the  city,  having  been  introduced  by  one  of  our  railroads. 
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Diphtheria. 

While  not  any  more  prevalent  than  in  previous  years,  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases  reported  (over 
20%)  would  indicate  one  of  four  things,  viz.:  Failure  of  early 
recognition  by  the  physician  in  attendance,  failure  of  parents  to 
call  their  family  physician  early,  not  reporting  mild  cases,  or  a 
remarkable  severity  of  the  disease,  for  Antitoxin  has  robbed  the 
disease  of  its  high  mortality  and  is  now  universally  used. 

While  no  Antitoxin  has  been  furnished  free  by  this  department 
this  year,  no  charge  is  made  for  disinfection. 

When  proper  precautionary  measures  have  been  adopted  from 
the  incipiency,  and  the  patient  confined  to  one  room,  and  disin- 
fection of  that  room,  it  has  invariably  limited  the  disease  to  the  one 
infected,  without  the  usual  prophylactic  dose  of  Antitoxin  for 
other  inmates  of  the  house. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

A  prompt  and  thorough  disinfection,  together  with  a  better  un- 
derstanding with  the  physician  in  charge,  has  materially  lessened 
the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  the  number  of  deaths  in 
proportion.  The  confidence  of  the  public  in  this,  as  with  most 
contagions  or  infections  diseases,  is  all  important,  and  the  re- 
porting of  mild  cases  is  more  universally  done  now  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

Tuberculosis. 

This  year,  as  in  the  past,  the  "white  plague"  heads  the  list  with 
deaths,  and  little  has  been  done  during  this  year  in  restricting  this 
dread  disease,  so  insidious  in  its  attacks  as  seldom  to  cause  alarm 
until  too  late.  When  we  have  a  law  making  it  compulsory  for  the 
physician  (and  the  patient,  as  well)  to  report  all  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, and  a  most  rigid  enforcement  of  all  prophylaxis  in  the 
third  stage  of  the  disease,  we  can  hope  to  some  extent  to  control 
the  further  propagation  of  the  disease. 

A   few   dwellings    only   were    disinfected    for   consumption    this 


Report  of  City  Health  Officer  145 

year,  but  whenever  the  family  or  physician  in  charge  requested 
it,  this  was  done,  although  our  budget  allowance  was  low  and  funds 
for  this  purpose  meager. 

Our  ordinance  against  spitting  on  sidewalks  and  in  public  places 
is  not  very  rigidly  enforced,  but  promiscuous  expectoration  is  not 
so  common  as  a  few  years  back. 

In  proportion  to  the  population,  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis 
in  the  negro  is  about  three  times  that  of  the  whites. 

Malaria. 

Our  whole  coastwise  country  this  past  year,  thanks  to  an  All- 
wise  Providence,  has  cause  for  congratulation,  in  that  no  pestil- 
ential diseases  nor  frightful  calamity  has  befallen  us,  and  our  city, 
more  prosperous  than  ever  before,  has  had  little  sickness  and  less 
number  of  deaths  in  proportion  of  inhabitants  than  ever  before. 
Yet  I  am  not  ready  to  believe  that  it  is  wholly  providential  that 
the  amount  of  sickness  and  death  from  malaria  should  be  so  ma- 
terially reduced.  The  work  done  last  spring  and  early  summer 
by  your  administration  in  a  sanitary  way  was  more  effectual  and 
more  permanently  done,  and  as  we  have  had  better  drainage  and 
better  sewerage  each  successive  year,  to  this  is  attributed  the 
lessened  mortality  and  sickness  as  well.  And  we  believe  this  death 
rate  from  malaria  can  and  will  be  improved  upon  vvith  an  ex- 
tension of  sanitary  sewerage  and  drainage  of  all  low  places  in  the 
outskirts. 

While  we  had  mosquitoes  galore  this  year,  the  Anopheles  variety 
were  scarce  and  hard  to  find ;  we  having  carried  out  experiments 
to  this  end,  found  that  the  Anopheles  were  as  scarce  as  the  mor- 
tality from  malaria  would  indicate. 

Garbage. 

The  indiscriminate  dumping  of  garbage  in  gullies  and  out  on 
open  lots,  with  its  rapid  accumulation  of  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  matter,  is  anything  but  conducive  to  health.  I  hope 
you  can  see  your  way  clear  to  repair  the  crematory  this  spring. 
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and  in  placing  same  in  operation  give  us  the  only  rational  and 
scientific  method  of  garbage  disposal. 

This  plant  can  be  placed  in  good  working  order  for,  say,  six 
hundred  dollars,  and  two  men  ought  to  be  able  to  run  same  most 
effectually  and  do  away  with  our  present  fermenting  heaps — al- 
most a  creeping  mass  of  living  organisms. 

Milk  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  work  done  in  this  line  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  I 
would  wish  to  have  it  done.  There  have  been  so  many  demands 
for  work  of  my  inspectors  in  other  lines,  that  were  temporarily  of 
more  importance,  and  for  want  of  proper  funds  for  the  past  two 
years  this  inspection  service  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

The  dairies,  slaughter  pens,  meat  markets,  etc.,  are  required 
to  be  kept  in  a  more  sanitary  condition,  but  this  work  this  year 
will  not  be  neglected  if  it  should  require  my  personal  supervision. 

Our  disinfection  and  fumigation  of  buildings  and  general  in- 
spection work  has  materially  interfered  with  this  line  of  work. 

Recommendations. 

I  would  respectfully  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity 
for  a  more  thorough  inspection  of  foods,  and  I  would  especially 
recommend  that  one  thousand  dollars  be  added  to  our  present 
budget  allowance  for  this  department  for  chemical  analysis  of 
foods  that  are  suspected  of  adulteration. 

The  Health  Officer,  or  his  duly  appointed  agent,  should  have 
the  authority  to  select  samples  from  stocks  in  quantities  sufficient 
for  chemical  analysis.  Such  foods  as  the  following  should  un- 
doubtedly be  analyzed  from  time  to  time,  for  such  analyses  would 
result  in  the  purchases  of  pure  food  by  dealers  and  save  our' citizens 
from  such  diseases  as  ptomaine  poisoning,  stomach  and  intestinal 
and  a  variety  of  troubles  too  numerous  to  mention. 

1.     Animal  products,  viz. : 

A.     Meats  and  meat  products;  a,  meats;  b,  manufactured 
meats j  c,  meat  extracts,  meat  peptones,  etc.;  d,  lard. 
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B.  Milk  and  its  products;  a,  milk;  b,  milk  fat  or  butter 
fat ;  c,  cream ;  d,  butter. 

2.  Vegetable  products,  viz. : 

A.  Grain  products. 

B.  Fruit  and  vegetable  products. 

C.  Sugars  and  related  substances,  viz. :  a,  sugar  and  sugar 
products;  b,  glucose  products;  c,  candy. 

D.  Honey. 

E.  Condiments,  viz.:  a,  spices;  b,  coffee;  c,  cocoa  and  cocoa 
products ;  d,  fruit  juices,  fresh,  sweet  and  fermented  ; 
e,  vinegar ;  f ,  mead  and  strong  root  beer,  etc. ;  g,  malt 
liquors;  h,  spirituous  liquors;  i,  carbonated  waters,  etc. 

3.  Food  preservatives  and  coloring  matter. 

4.  Infant  and  invalid  foods. 

5.  Canned  vegetables. 

6.  Flavoring  extracts. 

7.  Fermented  and  distilled  liquors. 

8.  Baking  powders  and  baking  powder  chemicals. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Brumby, 
City  Health   Officer: 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics,  Colors  and  Sexes. 


Month 

TOTAL 
DEATHS 
DURING 
MONTH 

WHITES 

BLACKS 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Whites 

Blacks 

January  . . . 
February  . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 
October  .... 
November. . 
December  . . 

82 

86 
83 
79 
75 
78 
65 
66 
86 
53 
64 
92 

38 
25 
32 
31 
30 
19 
23 
23 
31 
23 
24 
39 

16 

21 

22 

12     i 

21 

23 

18 

12 

20 

13 

13 

23 

19 
20 
17 
17 
14 
23 

8 

19 
19 

9 
10 
15 

9 

20 
12 
19 
10 
13 
16 
12 
16 

8 
17 
15 

57 

45 
49 
48 
44 
42 
31 
42 
50 
32 
34 
54 

25 
41 
34 
31 
31 
36 
34 
24 
36 
21 
30 
38 

54 
46 
54 
43 
51 
42 
41 
35 
51 
36 
37 
62 

28 
40 
29 
26 
24 
36 
24 
31 
35 
17 
27 
30 

Totals.  . 

909 

338 

214 

190 

167 

528 

381 

552 

357 

A.  D.  1902.. 
A.  D.  1903.. 

926 

969 

319 
321 

207 
256 

219 

185 

181 
207 

538 
506 

388 
463 

526 

570 

400 
399 

Annual  death  rate  per  1,000  (estimated  population  65,000),  13.! 
Non-residents  and  still-births  not  included. 


Summary   of   Births   Reported  for  Year  Ending 
December  31,   1904. 


Month 

White 

Black 

Unknown 

Total 

Januarv  

13 
17 
31 
19 
24 
20 
31 
37 
28 
24 
15 
12 

17 
6 

13 
7 
14 
10 
20 
16 
23 
21 
18 
19 

!     30 

February  

23 

M arch  

44 

April 

1          27 

May 

38 

June 

30 

Julv 

51 

August , 

53 

September 

51 

October 

45 

November 

33 

December 

31 

Totals  

271 

184 

1 

456 

A.  D.  1902  

A.  D.  1903  

331 

206 

138 

148 

5     !  474 
10        364 
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Summary  of   Contagious   Diseases   for   Year   Ending 
December  31,  1904. 


Name  of  Disease 

CASES 

DEATHS 

TOTAL 

Whites 

Blacks 

Whites 

Blacks 

DEATHS 

Tuberculosis 

17 

34 
34 

* 

75 

72 
1 

15 
7 
1 

77 
5 
12 

149 

Smallpox 

6 

Typhoid  Fever. . .        

27 

Diphtheria 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Totals 

85 

75 

96 

94 

190 

A.  D.  1902  

138 
54 

136 

81 

73 

86 

81 
70 

154 

A.  D.  1903  

156 

*  Tuberculosis  and  Typhoid  Fever  cases  not  reported. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


F.  J.  OLLRE 

MARKET    MASTER 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,   1904. 


Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  City  Char- 
ter, requiring  the  heads  of  each  department  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  submit  annually  a  report  of  the  conditions  of  his  depart- 
ment, I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The  only  item  in  my  department  that  needs  attention  is  the 
paving  on  the  west  side  of  the  vegetable  shed.  It  is  in  such  a 
condition  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  back  the  farm  wagons 
in.  I  would  suggest  that  something  be  done  with  it,  thereby  en- 
abling me  to  keep  the  waogns  off  Preston  Avenue  all  the  time. 
Another  item  is  the  two  skylights.  They  are  in  a  leaky  condition. 
They  have  been  worked  on,  but  it  seems  as  though  they  cannot  be 
fixed.  Something  should  be  done  with  them,  so  as  to  protect  the 
stall  renters  immediately  under  them.  I  would  also  recommend 
that  an  ordinance  be  passed  in  regard  to  peddlers,  giving  the  exact 
limit  from  Market  House  in  which  they  may  sell  their  wares. 
In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  especially  the  Market 
Committee,  for  their  courteous  treatment  and  assistance. 

Following  are  the  receipts  from  April  14,   1904,  to  December 

31,  1904: 

Received  from  April  14th  to  April  30th $  1,065.10 

Received  from  May  1st  to  May  31st 1,672 .  30 

Received  from  June  1st  to  June  30th 1,733 .  35 

Received  from  July  1st  to  July  31st 1,682 .  50 

Received  from  August  1st  to  August  31st 1,546.75 

Received  from  September  1st  to  September  30th 1,382.20 

Received  from  October  1st  to  October  31st 1,401.75 

Received  from  November  1st  to  November  30th 1,401.50 

Received  from  December  1st  to  December  30th 1,378.25 

Making  a  grand  total  of $13,263.70 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  Ollre, 
Market  Master. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


J.    KENNEDY 

CITY  SCAVENGER 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1904. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  10,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  beg 'to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report,  show- 
ing the  receipts  and  disbursements  and  work  done  in  my  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1904: 

General  Revenue. 

AMOUNT  OF  WORK  DONE. 

January    $  1,312 .  25 

February    1,220 .  00 

March  1,293.25 

April  1,403.25 

May • 1,701.00 

June    1,282.25 

July 1,331.50 

August   1,298 .  50 

September   1,045 .  75 

October     1,149 .  75 

November    1,015 .  25 

December 1,337 .  50 

Total    $15,390.25 

AMOUNT  OF  CASH  COLLECTED. 

January    $  1,296 .  75 

February   1,207 .  00 

March   1,291.00       • 

April 1,379.50 

May 1,678.50 

June    1,289.00 

July 1,298.50 

August    1,287.00 

September 1,029 .  00 

October 1,135.75 

November    1,018 .  50 

December 1,319 .  50 

Totai $15,230.00 
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Outstanding  Bills  for  1904. 

City  Park $  9.25 

Crittenton  Home  and  Infants'  Home.  13.00 

Public  schools    54 .  25 

Charity 40.00 

City  employes    .    2.75 

Unpaid  bills   47.25 

Total    $  166.50 

Recapitulation. 

Cash    $15,230.00 

Bills  outstanding    166.50 


Total    $15,396 .  50 

Expense   14,321 .  35 


Net    profits    over    operating    ex- 
penses   $  1,075 .  15 


General    Expense. 

City  Scavenger,  at  $125 .  00 $  1,500 .  00 

Clerk,  two  months  at  $75.00,  ten  months  at  $85.00  1,000.00 

Inspectors,  at  $75 .  00    2,548 .  36 

Warrant  Officer,  at  $75.00 137 .  50 

Laborers,  at  $2.25  and  $2.00 5,838 .  09 

Feed  bill  and  stable  expense 1,916 .  35 

Horseshoeing 138 .  40 

Repairs  on  wagons 215 .  85 

Repairs  on  barrels  and  renewals 130.80 

Repairs  on  tools  and  renewals 5.15 

Stationery  and   printing 107 .  55 

Disinfectants    ( crude ) 290 .  00 

Electric  fan  (bill  for  year  1903) 4.00 

Harness  repairs  and  renewals 35 .  50 

Purchase  of  four  mules,  at  $200.00  each .  800.00 

City  directory   5.00 

Towels,  soap  and  glass  (for  office) 11.00— $14,683.55 

By  credit  for  disinfectants  furnished  Garbage,  Po- 
lice,  Health,   Fire  and   Park   Departments,    46* 

gallons  at  80c  per  gallon $  37.20 

By  credit  for  five  mules,   worn  out  and  sold  to 

Captain  Towles 325 .  00 —        362 .  20 


Total  EXPENSE. . . 
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Inventory  of  Stock,  Barrels,  Tools  and  Wagons. 


Good  Bad 

Condition.     Condition. 


Rubber  gaskets 

Sanitary  barrels  .  . . . 51 


6 
6 
3 
1 
2 
6 
10 
1 
Double  harness    10 


Disinfectant  kegs 

Box  hooks 

Dippers,  short  handle 
Dippers,  long  handle    . 

Shovels    

Wagons   

Mules 

Monkey  wrenches 


Disinfectant,  crude   (gallons) 

Box   brass   tacks 

Faucets   

Snatch  chains  

Pick    

Double  tree   (minor  attachments)  . 

Water  buckets    

Dipper  


125 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 


Total. 

51 

6 

6 

3 

1 

2 

7 
13 

1 

12 

125 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


Number  of  Inspections  and  Places  Cleaned. 

Number  Number 

Cleaned.  Inspected. 

January    1,400  1,363 

February    1,283  1,247 

March    1,379  1,656 

April    1,450  1,950 

May    1,782  1,560 

June     1,384  1,311 

July    1,393  1,567 

August    1,383  1,401 

September 1,149  1,320 

October    1,224  909 

November     1,110  960 

December    1,441  1,075 


16,378 


16,319 


Remarks. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  our  men  and  teams  lost  a 
large  portion  of  their  time,  as  the  parties  who  had  had  their 
premises  condemned  by  the  inspectors  refused  to  pay  for  the  clean- 
ing of  same. 

After  Your  Honor  appointed  a  warrant  officer  to  enforce  the  law 
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regarding  the  payment  of  Scavenger  fees,  a  healthy  increase  of 
work  done  has  been  observed,  and  while,  by  reason  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  said  officer,  the  expenses  of  this  department  have  been  in- 
creased $137.50,  yet  I  consider  this  amount  to  have  been  well  ex- 
pended, as  the  results  of  his  good  work  are  plainly  apparent. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  Kennedy, 
City  Scavenger. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


R.  G.  ASHE 

SUPERINTENDENT  GARBAGE  DEPARTMENT 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,    1904. 


Houston,  Texas,  January  24,  1905. 


Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — Complying  with  your  request  to  furnish  you  with 
a  report  of  this  department  for  the  year  1904,  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following,  including  the  time  of  my  predecessor : 

Disbursements. 

A.  Salaries $12,166 .  87 

B.  Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 

C.  Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 351.67 

D.  Live  stock  replacement  and  keep 2,915.36 

E.  Other 2,434 .  10 

Total $17,868 .  00 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1904 18,500.00 

Unexpended  Balance $      632 .  00 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

E.  Ct.  Ashe, 
Superintendent  Garbage  Department. 
By  J.  B.  Perkins,  Cleric 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


HUGH  C.  MCLIVER 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CITY  PARK 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,   1904. 
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Houston,  Texas,  January  16,  1905. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor. 

Dear  Sir — I  desire  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report,  showing 
the  work  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Honorable  Park  Commit- 
tee by  myself  and  my  predecessors  during  the  year  1904.  I  also 
take  this  opportunity  to  suggest  some  necessary  improvements  for 
the  proper  maintenance  of  Sam  Houston  Park  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  total  appropriation  for  Sam  Houston  Park  for  the  year 
1904  amounted  to  $6,720.00.  The  total  expense,  including  the 
keeper's  salary,  amounted  to  $6,645.68,  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $74.32.  The  total  amount  expended  for  Sam  Houston 
Park  for  the  year  1904,  with  a  superficial  perusal  of  annual  re- 
ports, may  appear  comparatively  excessive.  A  closer  study  of  the 
same,  however,  will  show  the  exact  contrary.  The  area  of  Sam 
Houston  Park  is  approximately  15  acres,  11  acres  (the  improved 
part)  being  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  the  remaining  4  acres  (until  re- 
cently unimproved)  being  in  the  Sixth  Ward. 

The  policy  of  the  Park  Committee  for  the  two  years  preceding 
1904  was  to  simply  maintain  the  park,  or  keep  it  in  as  reasonably 
good  condition  as  they  found  it.  I  have  no  criticism  to  offer 
against  this  policy;  neither  do  I  desire  to  comment  upon  the 
consequences  of  its  pursuance.  However,  the  policy  of  the  present 
Park  Committee  has  been  to  not  only  keep  the  improved  part  of 
Sam  Houston  Park  in  the  best  possible  condition,  but  to  also  im- 
prove the  Sixth  Ward  side  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement,  which  shows  the 
amount  of  wages  paid  to  employes  engaged  in  adding  new  terri- 
tory to  the  improved  park.  Approximately  one-half  of  the  un*- 
improved  4  acres,  referred  to  in  former  reports  as  the  "unmolested 
cockle  burr  and  weed  incubator"  part,  has  been  transformed  into 
as  beautiful  a  spot  as  can  be  found  in  this  pleasant  gathering  place. 
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Financial   Statement. 

Appropriation  for  Sam  Houston  Park  was $6,720.00 

Expended  for  permanent  improvements — 

Lavatory   $868 .  60 

Band   stand 253 .  55— $1,122 .  15 

Extraordinary  expense — ■ 

100  benches $100 .  00 

Water  main,  Sixth  Ward 50.00 

Painting  fence (approx.)    150.00 

Lamar  Avenue  fence 27 .  50 

Improving  Sixth  Ward  side.  .   496.85—      824.35 


Expense  of  maintaining  park 1,946.50 


$4,773.50 
I  would  suggest  that  the  following  improvements  be  made :  A 
new  fence  from  the  green  house  to  Dallas  Avenue  entrance;  re- 
pair fence  on  the  Sixth  Ward  side;  completion  of  the  lavatory  for 
ladies;  drainage  on  Sixth  Ward  side;  gravel  for  roads  and  walks; 
pit  for  the  bear.  Above  all  things,  I  recommend  immediate  re- 
pair of  old  cages,  or,  better,  new  ones  for  the  animals ;  a  new  bridge 
across  bayou  at  site  of  old  bridge,  and  necessary  repair  to  road 
and  foot-bridges  in  Fourth  Ward  side  of  park. 

Estimated  Value  of  Park  Property. 

Eleven  acres  improved,  Fourth  Ward $  90,000.00 

Two  acres  improved,  Sixth  Ward 10,000.00 

Two  acres  unimproved,  Sixth  Ward 5,000.00 

Estimated  value  of  Park   residence. 2,500.00 

Estimated  value  of  greenhouse    500.00 

Estimated  value  of  flowers  and  shrubs 1,500.00 

Estimated  value  of  implements  and  tools 150.00 

Estimated  value  of  two  fountains 500.00 

Estimated  value  of  250  feet  water  hose 30.00 

Estimated  value  of  office    fixtures 25.00 

Estimated  value  of  gold   fish 100 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  14    cages 350 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  200   benches 200.00 

Estimated  value  of  2    vases 50.00 

Estimated  value  of  1  wagon 20.00 

Estimated  value  of  1  mule 75 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  1  set  harness 5.00 

Estimated  value  of  band  stand 350 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  bell    tower 100 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  flag   pole 50 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  3   flags 25 .  00 

Estimated  value  of  animals    750.00 

Total   $112,280.00 
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Rules  of  Park. 

Shooting,  fishing,  fast  driving,  destroying  birds'  nests,  trees, 
shrubs,  or  any  other  park  property  strictly  prohibited. 

Dogs  positively  forbidden  in  the  park. 

Parties  disobeying  the  above  rules  will  be  ejected  from  the 
grounds  and  prosecuted  according  to  law. 

The  park  is  open  from  8  a.  m.  until  dusk,  except  on  concert 
nights  and  Sunday  nights,  when  the  park  is  open  until  10  p.  m. 
The  Harriet  Lane  bell  is  always  rung  at  opening  and  closing  time. 

List  of  Animals,  Birds,  Trees  and  Shrubs. 

ZOOLOGICAL. 

One  Bear.  Seven  Guinea  Pigs. 

Four  Wolves.  Five  Prairie  Dogs. 

Two  Monkeys.  One  Wildcat. 

Five  Deer.  One  Cerkey. 

Bight  'Coons.  Five  Flying  Squirrels. 

Fifteen   Squirrels.  One  Fox. 

Ten   Belgian  Hares.  Four  Alligators. 

Four  Angora  Rabbits.  One  Goat. 

Sixteen  Common  Rabbits. 

ORNITHOLOGICAL. 

Two  Quail.  One  Sparrow  Hawk. 

Six  Owls.  One  Crow. 

Two  Mexican  Eagles.  One  Goose. 

Five  Ring  Neck  Doves.  One  Brant. 

Nine  Pigeons.  One  Muscovie  Duck. 

Two  Chicken  Hawks.  Five  Common  Ducks. 

TREES   AND   SHRUBS. 

Rubber  Tree.  Justicia. 

Coleus.  Oleanders. 

Maiden  Hair  Fern.  Cape  Jessamine. 

Lace  Fern.  Century  Plants. 

Palmetto  Palms.  Date  Palms. 

Hibiscus.  Plomosus  Namus  Fern. 

Meteor  Fern.  Meteor  Rose. 

Captain  Crispy  Roses.  Momon  Cachet  Roses. 

Madam  Swartz  Roses.  Boston  Fern. 

Geraniums.  Sprengri. 

Staphonitas.  Carolina  Custer  Rose. 

Paul  Meron  Rose.  Catuille  Supert  Rose. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  C.  McLiver, 
Keeper  of  Park. 
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Financial  Statements  and  Report  of  Mayor 

A.  L.  Jackson   with   Exhibits,    Showing 

the  Financial  Condition  of  the  City 

of  Houston  on  April  11th,  1904. 


Also   Statement   on   Budget  by  Mayor  and 

Finance  Committee   to  "the  Council, 

May  23d,  1901. 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENTS 
AND   REPORT   OF 

MAYOR   A.    L.   JACKSON 

WITH     EXHIBITS 

SHOWING  THE  FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  HOUSTON  ON  APRIL  11,  1904 


Houston,  Texas,  May  9,  1904. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council: 

Gentlemen— In  response  to  the  attached  resolutions  of  Alder- 
men Halverton  and  Bennett,  I  have  prepared  and  submit  herewith 
the  following  communications  and  showings  relative  to  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  City  of  Houston  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1904,  to-wit: 

Exhibit   "A." 

This  is  a  general  balance  sheet  prepared  by  the  Controller, 
showing  in  a  general  way  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  city  on 
the  11th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1904.  Attached  to  this  are  some 
schedules  and  statements  which  show  in  more  detail  the  items  in- 
volved in  the  general  balance  sheet.  Under  the  head  of  "Accounts 
Keceivable"  are  several  items  aggregating  $458,623.30,  which  are 
classified  as  "Available  Assets/'  One  of  these  items  reads :  "Taxes 
in  hands  of  Assessor  and  Collector  for  collection,  $444,729.55." 
Another  reads:  "Bills  for  Collection,  $4,983.15."  I  am  reliably 
informed  by  the  City  Attorney  and  Tax  Collector  that  it  is  prob- 
able little  or  nothing  of  those  two  items  can  be  collected  without 
suits,  and  in  the  event  of  suits,  there  are  liable  to  be  various  de- 
fenses with  doubtful  results.  In  this  connection  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Tax  Collector  and  City  Attorney  should  take  proper  steps 
by  suit  or  otherwise  as  early  as  practicable  to  collect  these  amounts. 
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Exhibits  "B"  and  "C." 

These  are  two  separate  statements  of  the  floating  debt  of  the 
city  on  April  11,  1904,  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  Controller. 
Exhibit  B  shows  an  aggregate  of  $768,840.97,  while  Exhibit  C, 
by  the  omission  of  some  of  the  items  set  forth  in  Exhibit  B,  shows 
an  aggregate  floating  debt  of  $288,913.45.  The  differences  be- 
tween these  statements  according  to  items  are  as  follows :  The 
item  of  interest  accrued  on  the  bonded  debt  $49,199.32  shown  by 
Exhibit  B,  is  omitted  from  Exhibit  C  for  the  reason,  as  explained 
by  the  Controller,  that,  an  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  offset 
this  is  on  deposit  with  the  Board  cf  Liquidation;  the  item  of  Spe- 
cial Deposit  Account,  $367.50,  shown  in  Exhibit  B,  is  omitted 
from  Exhibit  C,  because  the  amounts  are  on  deposit  in  the  treas- 
ury to  meet  these  obligations.  The  item  Miscellaneous,  $13,945.53, 
in  Exhibit  B,  appears  in  Exhibit  C  as  Miscellaneous,  $10,445.53, 
the  difference  of  $3,500.00  being  on  deposit  with  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  refunding  to  creditors.  The  item  of  Certificates  of 
Deposit  (Storrie  Certificates),  $78,600.00,  which  appears  under  the 
caption  "Deferred/'  payable  subsequent  to  December  31,  1904,  in 
Exhibit  B,  is  not  contained  in  Exhibit  C  for  the  reason,  as  stated 
by  the  Controller,  that  this  portion  of  the  certificates  is  not  pay- 
able during  the  present  year.  The  item  of  "Refund  Paving  Certifi- 
cates," $408,239.70,  which  appears  in  Exhibit  B  under  the  head 
of  "Contingent,"  is  not  contained  in  Exhibit  C,  the  Controller 
having  set  forth  in  Exhibit  C  that  portion  of  same  estimated  as 
$60,000.00  which  would  have  to  be  paid  or  deducted  from  taxes 
during  the  present  year,  in  the  event  these  certificates  should  be 
held  valid.  There  are  several  suits  now  pending  against  the  city 
by  taxpayers  to  test  the  validity  of  these  certificates.  Neither 
Exhibit  B  nor  Exhibit  C  includes  the  amounts  involved  in  the 
judgments  heretofore  rendered  against  the  city,  as  hereinafter 
shown. 

Exhibit  "D." 

This  is  a  statement  from  the  City  Attorney,  Mr.  Stone,  setting 
forth  a  list  of  judgments  against  the  city  heretofore  appealed  from. 
They  aggregate,  without  interest,  $19,753.13;  the  interest  may  be 
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estimated  at  about  $1,200.00,  making  approximately  the  aggregate 
amount  with  interest  and  cost  $20,953.13.  On  April  11,  1904, 
this  might  have  been  termed  contingent  indebtedness,  and  so 
shown  in  Exhibits  B  and  C,  thus  increasing  their  sums  respectively 
to  about  $789,433.10  and.  $308,536.58.  The  larger  portion  of 
these  judgments  has  now  become  final  and  definite  by  affirmance 
and  refusal  of  writs  of  error,  and  thus  ceased  to  be  contingent, 
and  provision  must  be  made  for  its  payment. 

Exhibit   "E." 

This  is  a  statement  from  the  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector,  Mr. 
Welsh,  showing  that  the  amount  of  taxes  for  the  year  1903  was 
$639,716.60,  of  which  all  had  been  collected  on  April  11,  1904, 
except  $91,590.07,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  Collector  and  City 
Attorney  that  from  their  experience  it  is  not  probable  that  more 
than  one-half  of  this  remainder  can  ever  be  collected  even  by  suit. 
The  taxes  for  the  year  1904  are  not  likely  to  begin  coming  in 
before  September,  and  it  will  require  a  discount  to  induce  the  pay- 
ment of  any  considerable  sum  before  the  first  of  January,  1905. 

Exhibit  "F." 

This  is  a  statement  made  by  the  City  Attorney,  Mr.  Stone,  giving 
an  estimate  of  the  bond  issuing  capacity  of  the  city,  and  comparing 
the  budget  for  the  year  1904  with  the  available  revenues  to  cover 
it.  This  communication  of  the  City  Attorney  is  of  serious  im- 
port, and  I  invite  your  careful  attention  to  it.  You  will  observe 
according  to  his  estimate  the  present  bond  issuing  capacity  of  the 
city  is  about  $400,000.00.  His  statement  also  shows  that  the  budget 
for  current  expenses  of  the  year  1904  exceeds  his  estimate  of  re- 
sources from  ad  valorem  taxes  available  for  current  expenses  of 
this  year  by  the  sum  of  $255,670.00,  and  thus,  if  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  year  should  reach  the  full  amount  of  the  budget  for 
the  year,  there  would  be  a  still  further  floating  debt  of  $255,- 
670.00  to  be  added  to  that  already  existing. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say,  by  way  of  recapitulation,  that 
when  the  present  administration  took  charge  of  the  city's  affairs 
April   11,  1904,  we  found  the  following  conditions: 
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(1)  The  floating  indebtedness  was  as  above  indicated  in  Ex- 
hibits B.  C  and  D,  of  which  the  aggregate  sum  of  $68,746.16  was 
and  is  past  due  and  payable  on  demand,  and  at  least  $30,470.43 
more  of  which,  outside  of  the  judgments  mentioned  in  Exhibit 
D,  is  payable  during  the  present  year,  making  an  aggregate  of  at 
least  $99,216.59  of  the  floating  debt  due  and  payable  this  year, 
without  including  the  amounts  which  are  classed  as  contingent  and 
without  including  the  judgments  mentioned  in  Exhibit  D. 

(2)  To  pay  this  floating  indebtedness,  and'  to  discharge  the 
payrolls  and  other  items  of  current  expenses,  there  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  in  the  General  Fund  $736.66.  The  bulk 
of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1903  have  been  collected,  as  shown  by  Ex- 
hibit E.  The  revenues  from  that  source  could  not  be  relied  upon 
to  discharge  more  than  a  small  portion  of  the  current  expenses. 
For  example:  As  early  as  the  16th  day  of  April,  1904,  the  Finance 
Committee  and  Mayor  were  forced  to  raise  a  loan  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  the  school  teachers'  salaries  in  the  sum  of  $13,962.26. 
And  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  make  further  loans  from  time  to 
time,  to  be.  repaid  out  of  the  taxes  for  1904,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  this  year. 

(3)  We  find  that  instead  of  being  able  at  once  to  reduce  the 
current  expenses,  serious  conditions  exist,  which  for  a  time 
will  necessitate  extraordinary  expenditures,  for  example:  (a)  The 
drainage  ditches  in  various  parts  of  this  city  are  clogged  with 
grass  and  weeds  to  such  an  extent  that  water  stands  in  them,  and 
their  condition  is  extremely  unsanitary.  For  the  purpose  of  speed- 
ily relieving  this  condition  before  the  summer  months,  I  ordered 
the  Street  Commissioner  to  empty  large  additional  forces,  and  thus 
necessarily  very  greatly  increasing  his  payroll,  (b)  The  larger 
portion  of  the  wooden  bridges  in  various  parts  of  the  city  are  out 
of  repair  and  unsafe,  and  the  speedy  relief  of  this  condition  will 
require  an  extraordinary  supply  of  material  and  additional  forces, 
(c)  The  iron  bridges  of  the  city  across  Buffalo  Bayou  for  a  long 
time  have  been  in  need  of  scraping  and  painting,  and  this  cannot 
be  postponed  much  longer  without  serious  impairment,  (d)  The" 
sewer  extending  from  the  pumping  station  to  the  filter  bed  is  out 
of  repair,  and  no  longer  gives  efficient  service.     The  City  Engi- 
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neer  estimates  that  to  put  this  in  repair  would  cost  at  least  $784.83. 
(e)  In  the  suit  between  the  City  of  Houston  and  the  Houston 
Water  Works  Company,  pending  in  the  Federal  Court,  an  order 

was  entered  on  the day  of  March,  1904,  requiring  the 

city,  as  a  condition  for  certain  relief  granted  it,  to  remove  unsani- 
tary objects  and  conditions,  including  the  changing  of  a  certain 
sewer  pipe  situated  on  the  bayou  above  the  dam  of  the  water  works 
company.  This  work  manifestly  is  urgent,  and  the  cost  of  remov- 
ing and  changing  the  sewer  alone,  as  estimated  by  the  City  Engi- 
neer, would  be  $30,000.00. 

And  so  many  other  matters  can  be  added,  more  or  less  urgent, 
involving  extraordinary  expenses.  In  view  of  the  financial  situa- 
tion above  stated,  it  is  manifestly  necessary  that  we  pursue  a  con- 
servative course  in  our  expenditures  of  the  general  fund.  I  suggest 
that  we  confine  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the  present  to  those 
matters  which  are  most  urgent  and  necessary,  keeping  the  payroll 
well  in  hand,  both  with  reference  to  the  number  of  employes,  and 
the  amounts  of  their  wages,  and  exacting  of  employes  reasonable 
industry,  good  service,  and  full  days.  Efforts  should  be  made  to 
keep  every  department  and  branch  of  the  city  well  within  the 
budget  allowance,  so  as  to  avoid  any  increase  of  the  floating  debt 
by  the  expenditures  of  this  year,  and,  if  possible,  to  reserve  a  sur- 
plus of  the  current  revenues. for  discharging  obligations  already 
existing,  and  maintain  the  credit  of  this  city. 

Manifestly  no  permanent  improvement  of  great  magnitude,  such 
as  the  general  correction  or  extension  of  the  sanitary  sewerage  or 
drainage  system,  can  be  accomplished  this  year  out  of  the  general 
revenue.  The  only  source  of  relief  in  this  respect  must  come  from 
a  bond  issue,  and  I  suggest  this  should  not  be  overlooked  when 
you  are  called  upon  to  consider  the  proposed  bond  issue  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  school  buildings. 

With  the  hope  that  the  Honorable  City  Council  may  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  financial  emergencies,  as  well  as  the 
needs  of  the  city,  and  may  act  wisely  and  well  in  their  adminis- 
tration of  the  city  affairs,  this  statement  with  its  exhibits  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor  City  of  Houston. 
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Exhibit  "A." 

City  of  Houston. 

GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET. 

April  ii,   1904. 

ASSETS. 

Cash — In  Hands  of  Treasurer — 

General  Fund    $  736 .  66 

Paving  Fund   250,538 .  78 

Fire  Alarm  System  Fund 3,500 .  00 

Market  House  Fund 14,874 .  89 

Fire  Engine  House  Fund 2,038 .  44 

School  Fund    66.89 

Special  Deposits  Repayable 387.50 

Total  Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  272,143.16 

Cash  in  other  hands — Schedule  No.  1.  .  84,870.31 

Total   Cash $    357,013.47 

Accounts  Receivable — 

Taxes  in  hands  of  Assessor  and  Collector 

for    collection $  444,729 .  55 

Other  items  in  hands  of  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector    80.00 

Bills  for  collection 4,983 .  15 

Bills  for  City  Scavenger 2,830.60 

Market   House    Insurance 6,000.00 

Total  Accounts  Receivable $  458,623 .  30          458,623 .  30 


Total  Available  Assets $    815,636.77 

Contingent  Assets — 

John  S.  Stewart $        4,039.37 

Shortages  and  Discrepancies 24,124.01 

Total  Contingent  Assets 28,163.38 

Property  and  Improvement  Account $3,961,400.06 

Other— Schedule  No.  2 108,110 .  54 

Total  not  Available  Assets 4,069,510.60 


Total  Assets $4,913,310 .  75 
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Exhibit  "A" — Continued. 

City  of  Houston. 

GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET. 

April  ii,  1904. 

LIABILITIES. 

Current — 

Warrants  Outstanding $  5,288.39 

Audited  Vouchers 7,885 .  60 

Bills  Payable— Past  Due 32,726 .  64 

Interest  Accrued  on  Bonded  Debt 49,199 .  32 

Special  Deposits  Account 367 .  50 

Miscellaneous 13,945 .  53 

Total  Current  Liabilities %    109,412 .  98 

Deferred — ■ 

Bills  Payable— Due  in  1904 $  30,470 .  43 

Bills  Payable — Due  Subsequent  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1904 67,811.53 

Certificate  of  Indebtedness— Storrie 12,400.00 


Total  Deferred  Liabilities 110,681.96 

Contingent — ■ 

Houston  Water  Company $      61,915 .  33 

Refund  Paving  Certificates 408,239 .  70 


Total    Contingent    Liabilities 470,155.03 

Bonded  Debt 3,399,000.00 

Certificate  of  Indebtedness — Storrie 78,600.00 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities 745,460.78 


Total    Liabilities $4,913,310 .  75 
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Exhibit  ''A" — Continued. 

Schedule  No.  i. 
CASH    IN    OTHER    HANDS. 

Working  Fund — 

With  Treasurer $  400 .  00 

Assessor  and  Collector 250.00 

City  Attorney 25 .  00—      $      675 .  00 

Departments — ■ 

Assessor  and  Collector $  3,618.10 

Board  of  Liquidation 80,505 .  61 

Scavenger   54 .  75 

Electrical  Department 16.85 —        84,195.31 


Total  Cash  in  hands  of  Departments  $84,870.31 

Schedule   No.    2. 

PERMANENT    IMPROVEMENT    ACCOUNT. 

Paving  Account $  41,554 .  53 

Sewer  Account 26.00 

Central  Fire  Station  Account 32,015.93 

New  Market  House 34,414.08 

Total    Expenditures    for    Improvements 

in    1904 $108,010.54 


Bills  Payable. 
Past    Due. 

Date  Due.  Amount. 

Nov.        1,  1903    -Frank    Sawyer    $3,000 .  00 

Nov.        1,  1903-    Frank    Sawyer    1,500 .  00 

Nov.        1,  1903     Frank    Sawyer 1,500 .  00 

Jan.       10,  1904     Otto   &   E.    Witte 4,225 .  00 

Dec.       15,  1901-    Otto   &   E.   Witte 4,225.00 

Jan.       10,  1904-    M.    W.    Meyers 2,668 .  00 

Nov.      10,  1903     La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 2,900.00 

Nov.        4,  1903-    American  Fire  Engine  Co 1,416.66 

Jan.         3,  1904     Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co  (4  notes) 833.33 

March     3,  1904     Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 8,878.80 

March  13,  1904     Commercial  National  Bank 383,36 

April       1,  1904     American  Fire  Engine  Co 697.22 

Dec.       10,  1903     Bonner   &  Cockrell 499 .  27 

Total    ^ $32,726.64 
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Bills  Payable. 
Due  Subsequent  to  December  31,  1904. 


Date  Due. 

Dec. 

12, 

1905 

Dec. 

30, 

1905 

Dec. 

31, 

1905 

Dec. 

31, 

1905 

Jan. 

3, 

1905 

Jan. 

3, 

1906 

Jan. 

23, 

1905 

March 

3, 

1905 

March 

3, 

1906 

April 

1, 

1905 

April 

1, 

1906 

Nov. 

7, 

1905 

April 

30, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

12, 

1905 

Sept. 

3, 

1905 

Jan. 

19, 

1905 

Jan. 

29, 

1905 

Jan. 

12, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Jan. 

29, 

1905 

Jan. 

20, 

1905 

Jan. 

25, 

1905 

Jan. 

25, 

1905 

Jan. 

22, 

1905 

Jan. 

22, 

1905 

Jan. 

21, 

1905 

Jan. 

13, 

1905 

Jan. 

13, 

1906 

Jan. 

9, 

1905 

Jan. 

26, 

1906 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

12, 

1905 

Feb. 

6, 

1905 

Feb. 

5, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Feb. 

17, 

1905 

Jan. 

1, 

1905 

Feb. 

5, 

1905 

Feb. 

1, 

1905 

March 

28, 

1905 

March 

29, 

1905 

March 

21, 

1905 

March 

12, 

1905 

March 

15, 

1905 

Feb. 

23, 

1905 

March 

3, 

1905 

Amount. 


Robert  Bensberg    $ 

John  Stadtler    

Lilienthal   Bros 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 1 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co.  (4  notes)  . . . 
Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  Co.  (4  notes)  .  .  . 

Ed.  H.  Harrell  Lumber  Co 

Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co ' 21 

-  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 21 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 

H.    C.    Still 

Lilienthal    Bros 

Robt.    Bensberg    

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 

J.  Remmel   

W.   W.   Lunn 

Arthur  C.   Burton 

A.  L.  Steele  &  Co 

Bering-Cortes    Hardware    Co 

S.  O.  Cotton  &  Bro 

J.  V.  Dealy  Co .". 

Waters-Pierce  Oil  Co 

T.  Pillot 1 

Torrey  &  Co 

Crystal  Ice  and  Fuel  Co 

Crystal  Ice  and  Fuel  Co 

Houston  Water   Co 

J.  W.   Sam 1 

James  Bute 

Green's  Bayou  Wood  Co 

Weems    &    Bering 

Richards    &    Co 

Geo.  J.  Mellinger 

A.  H.  Andrews  &  Co 2 

F.  H.   Ray 

Houston    Gas    Co 

Jules  Hirsch 

Babcock-Wilcox   Co 

Raphael    Bros 

Otto   Sens 

Theo.    Keller 

G.  W.  Perkins,  Mgr 

Houston  Co-Operative  Mfg.   Co 

Eureka   Fire   Hose   Co 5 

M.   J.   Little 


Totai $67,704.66 
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Date  Due. 

Nov. 

7, 

1904 

Nov. 

4, 

1904 

Dec. 

12, 

1904 

Dec. 

7, 

1904 

Dec. 

26, 

1904 

Dec. 

30, 

1904 

Dec. 

31, 

1904- 

Dec. 

31, 

1904 

Nov. 

7, 

1904 

April 

30, 

1904 

Oct. 

20, 

1904 

April 

24, 

1904 

Oct. 

24, 

1904 

June 

24, 

1904 

June 

24, 

1904 

July 

1, 

1904 

July 

12, 

1904 

July 

3, 

1904 

July 

19, 

1904 

April 

23, 

1904 

June 

23, 

1904 

July 

29, 

1904 

July 

29, 

1904 

July 

25, 

1904 

July 

25, 

1904 

July 

22, 

1904 

July 

22, 

1904 

July 

21, 

1904 

July 

9, 

1904 

June 

18, 

1904 

Dec. 

18, 

1904 

Aug. 

27, 

1904 

Aug. 

27, 

1904 

Aug. 

23, 

1904 

Aug. 

19, 

1904 

Aug. 

17, 

1904 

Aug. 

17, 

1904 

Aug. 

12, 

1904 

Aug. 

6, 

1904 

Aug. 

5, 

1904 

Aug. 

7, 

1904 

Aug. 

7, 

1904 

July 

1, 

1904 

July 

23, 

1904 

Oct. 

19, 

1904 

Bills  Payable. 

Due   in   1904. 

Amount. 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co $  2,900.00 

American  Fire  Engine  Co 1,416 .  66 

Root.    Bensberg 1,000 .  00 

Garrison  Paving  Brick  Co 180 .  00 

Jas.  B.  &  Chas.  Stubbs 250 .  00 

-John    Stadtler 408.50 

Lillenthal    Bros 160 .  86 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 1,871 .  72 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 966.67 

H.   C.    Still 137.33 

Standard   School  Furniture  Co 2,517.76 

C.  H.  Meyers  &  Co 1,383.93 

C.  H.  Meyers  &  Co 1,383.93 

Borden   &  Antill 469 .  76 

Borden   &  Antill 469 .  76 

Lilienthal   Bros 53 .  62 

Robt.    Bensberg 333 .  33 

Gutta  Percha  Rubber  Co 623.91 

La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 322.22 

S.    J.    Beene 800 .  00 

S.   J.    Beene 800 .  00 

A.  L.   Steele  &  Co 240.25 

Bering-Cortes   Hardware   Co 112 .  27 

S.  O.  Cotton  &  Bro 18 .  75 

J.  V.  Dealy  Co .  . 69 .  87 

Waters-Pierce   Oil   Co 25 .  40 

T.    Pillot 1,998.81 

Torrey   &  Co 103.02 

Houston   Water   Co 75 .  03 

A.    J.    Tiffany 187 .  50 

A.  J.   Tiffany 187 .  50 

Bradner,  Smith  &  Co 10 .  50 

Houston  Gas  Co 31.02 

Houston  Printing  Co 68 .  58 

B.  H.  Fox 22.95 

James   Bute 56  25 

Green's  Bayou  Wood  Co 90 .  00 

Weems  &  Bering 130.15 

Richards   &  Co 157 . 78 

Geo.  J.  Mellinger 31 .  60 

A.  H.  Andrews  &  Co 2,243 .  77 

F.   H.   Ray 124.60 

Houston    Gas    Co 606'.39 

Harrell    Lumber    Co 190 .  69 

Eureka   Fire   Hose  Co 3,000 .  00 

Forward $28,232.64 
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Exhibit  "A" — Continued. 

Bills  Payable — Continued. 
Due  in  1904. 

DATE   DUE.  AMOUNT. 

Forward $28,232.64 

Aug.  5,  1904  Jules   Hirsch 290 .  69 

Aug.  1,  1904  Babcock-Wilcox    Co 500 .  00 

Aug.  17,  1904  C.  R.  Cummings  &  Co 90 .  00 

Sept.  28,  1904  Raphael   Bros 234 .  57 

Sept.  29,  1904  Otto    Sens 70.75 

Sept.  21,  1904  Theo.    Keller 75.00 

Sept.  12,1904  G.  W.  Perkins,  Mgr 676.45 

Aug.  19,  1904  Halverton  &  Irvin 27 .  00 

Sept.  15,1904  Houston   Co-Operative  Mfg.   Co 23.33 

Sept.  3,  1904  M.   J.   Little .  . 250.00 

July  1,  1904  A.    Lipper    &    Co 106.87 

Total    $30,577 .  30 

Exhibit   "B." 

Floating   Debt,  April    11,   1904. 

Current — 

Warrants  Outstanding  $5,288 .  39' 

Audited  Vouchers    7,885 .  60 

Bills  Payable— Past  Due  32,726 .  64 

Interest  Accrued  on  Bonded  Debt 49,199.32 

Special  Deposits  Account   367 .  50 

Miscellaneous    13,945 .  53 

Total  Current  Liabilities $109,412.98 

Deferred — Payable  in  1904. 

Bills   Payable    $30,470 .  43 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness — Storrie    ....        12,400.00 

Total  Deferred — Payable  in  1904 42,870.43 

Deferred — Payable  Subsequent  to  December 
31,  1904. 

Bills    Payable     $67,811 .  53 

Certificates    of   Deposit — Storrie    78,600.00 

Total    146,411 .  53 

Contingent — ■ 

Houston   Water   Co $61,915 .  33 

Refund    Paving    Certificates    408,239.70 

Total    Contingent   Liabilities    470.155.03 
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Exhibit  "C." 
Floating    Indebtedness,  April    11,    1904. 

Current — ■ 

Warrants    Outstanding    .  . $5,288 .  39 

Audited    Vouchers     7,885 .  60 

Bills   Payable — Past   Due    32,726.64 

Miscellaneous .  10,445 . 53 

Total   Current    $56,346 .  16 

Deferred — Payable  in  1904. 

Bills   Payable    $30,470 .  43 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness — Storrie    ....         12,400.00 


Total 42,870 .  73 

Deferred — Payable  Subsequent  to  December 
31,  1904. 

Bills   Payable    $67,811 .  53  67,811 .  53 

Contingent— 

Houston   Water   Co 61,915 .  33 

1903  and  1904  Installments  of  Refund  Pav- 
ing   Certificates — Est 60,000 .  00 


Total    Contingent    121,915 .  33 


Total  Floating  Indebtedness,  April 

11,    1904 $288,943 .  45 
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Exhibit  "D." 
Unpaid  Judgments   Against  the   City  of  Houston. 

No.  29,415.     T.  S.  Lubbock  v.  City,  date  June  10th,  1903,  bears 

interest  from  date $2,085 .  47 

No.  29,417.     W.  S.  Johnson  v.  City,  date  June  11th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 2,085.47 

No.  29,805.     J.  A.  Estes  v.  City,  date  June  11th,  1903,  bears 

6  per  cent  interest  from  date 1,979.98 

No.  29,718.     Geo.  Clarke  v.  City,  date  July  16th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 1,984.95 

No.  29,536.     J.  T.  Mahoney  v.  City,  date  July  14th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 1,166.92 

No.  29,416.     J.  M.  Fraser  v.  City,  date  July  11th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 2,091.00 

No.  29,769.     J.  S.  Frame  v.  City,  date  June  11th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 385.34 

No.  29,535.     E.  M.  Baker  v.  City,  date  June  11th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 499.06 

(The  above  named  cases  are  what  are  known 
as  the  "Police  Cases."  All  were  appealed,  ex- 
cept the  last  two  named,  and  judgments  af- 
firmed, and  writs  of  error  refused  in  first 
three.  To  be  added  to  above  amounts  are  the 
costs  of  court.) 

No.  29,933.     Julia  Bartels  v.  City,  date  Nov.  25th,  1903,  bears 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 3,579.00 

(This  case  is  on  appeal  in  Court  of  Civil  Ap- 
peals at  Galveston.) 

No.  32,001.     J.  C.  Hutcheson  v.  City,  date  May  15th,  1903,  in- 

interest  at  6  per  cent  from  date 2,696.00 

(This  case  appealed  and  affirmed  by  Court  of 
Civil  Appeals;  motion  for  rehearing  to  be 
filed.) 

Costs  of  trial  and  appellate  courts   (estimated) 1,200.00 

Total    $19,753 .  13 
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Exhibit   "E." 


Office  of 
City  Assessor  and  Collector. 


Houston,  Texas,  May  3,  1904. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson,  Mayor,  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hous- 
ton, Texas: 

Amount  of  tax  rolls  year  1903,  $31,985,830.00;  at  2  per  cent.  .$639,716.60 
Amount  of  collections  1903  roll,  up  to  April  12th 548,125.90 


Balance  due  and  in  hands  of  City  Attorney  for  collection.  .$  91,590.70 

Yours  truly, 

James  P.  Welsh, 
Assessor  and  Collector. 
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Exhibit  "F." 

Legal  Department,  City  of  Houston. 
T.  H.  Stone,  City  Attorney. 

Houston,  Texas,  May  7,  1904. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Jackson,  Mayor,  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hous- 
ton, Texas: 

Gentlemen — Upon  your  request,  I  'have  figured  out  the  bond 
issuing  capacity,  or  margin,  of  the  City  of  Houston,  based  upon 
the  assessed  valuation  of  all  property  for  the  year  1903,  which  is, 
in  round  numbers,  $32,000,000.00,  and  also  based  upon  the  present 
fixed  rate  of  taxation,  which  is  2  per  cent  ad  valorem,  one-half 
of  which  is  levied  for  current  expenses  and  the  other  half  for  bond 
expenses,  viz. :  interest  and  sinking  fund  account.  The  city  charter 
permits  a  total  gross  tax  levy  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent  for  all 
combined  purposes,  except  that  tax  levies  to  discharge  and  pay  off 
indebtedness  incurred  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
1876,  the  present  one.  under  the  constitution,  is  not  to  be  included 
in  the  above  gross  total  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent. 

As  all  of  the  bonded  indebtedness  incurred  prior  to  1876  has 
been  refunded  and  compromised,  with  the  exception  of  one  issue 
of  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  I  have,  for  practical  purposes,  disre- 
garded this  issue  in  making  the  estimate  asked  for. 

Assuming  the  taxable  values  of  1903  at  $32,000,000.00,  and  the 
tax  rate  at  two  (2)  per  cent,  it  is  easily  to  be  seen  that  the  esti- 
mated available  resources  from  all  ad  valorem  taxation  amounts  to 
$640,000.00  a  year,  one-half  of  which,  or  $320,000.00,  is,  un- 
der tax  levy  ordinances,  impressed  with  a  trust  for  current  ex- 
penses, and  the  remaining  one-half  for  interest  and  sinking  fund 
on  bond  account. 

The  present  bonded  debt  of  the  City  of  Houston  is$3,399,000.00, 
to  take  care  of  which  legally  requires  an  annual  payment  of  $180,- 
000.00  to  discharge  accrued  interest,  and  provision  for  laying  aside 
annually  the  sum   of  $108,000.00   for   sinking  fund  or  bond  re- 
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demption  at  maturity,  making  a  gross  annual  total  sum  of  $288,- 
000.00  already  appropriated  for  bond  expense  out  of  the  available 
sum  of  $320,000.00  for  this  purpose. 

This  leaves  a  margin  of  $32,000.00  to  support  future  bond 
issues,  which  upon  a  basis  of  forty  year  five  per  cent  bonds  will 
take  care  of  approximately  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  additional 
bond  issue,  paying  interest  and  providing  sinking  fund  of  two  and 
one-half  per  cent  thereon. 

To  date  no  sinking  fund  has  been  preserved  to  discharge  a  single 
bond  issue  when  due,  although  there  will  mature  in  1912  one  issue 
of  $524,000.00  of  thirty  year  six  per  cent  bonds,  and  in  1918  two 
issues,  in  amount  $1,003,000.00  of  thirty  year  bonds. 

To  begin  now  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  for  the  issue  of  $524,- 
000.00  due  in  1912,  or  in  eight  years,  will  require  the  accumu- 
lation of  and  preservation  of  $65,500.00  each  year  until  that  date; 
and  to  provide  for  the  redemption  and  discharge  of  the  issue  of 
$1,003,000.00  due  in  1918,  will  require  the  setting  aside  of  the 
sum  of  $71,640.00  each  year  until  that  date.  Therefore,  if  you 
should  begin  now  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  for  redemption  and 
payment  of  these  bonds  when  due,  without  making  the  legal  an- 
nual provision  for  all  other  bonds,  you  will  have  to  set  aside  each 
year  the  sum  of  $137,140.00  for  this  purpose  alone. 

But  on  basis  of  present  values,  and  present  tax  rate,  the  amount, 
if  all  taxes  are  collected,  available  for  this  purpose,  is  only  $320,- 
000.00,  and  the  interest  charge  on  all  bonds  outstanding  each 
year  is  $180,000.00,  which  leaves  $140,000.00  available  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  the  additional  burden  of  a  sinking  fund  for  approxi- 
mately $2,000,000.00  of  other  bonds  now  outstanding,  which  will 
require  more  than  $60,000.00  each  year. 

So  much  for  the  bond  issue.  In  addition  to  the  above  I  desire  to 
again  remind  you  that  the  total  amount  of  the  budget  as  adopted 
for  the  year  1904  aggregates  $806,670.00,  but  which  includes  an 
appropriation  of  $181,000.00  for  interest  payments,  and  $50,000.00 
estimated  scholastic  appropriation  receivable  from  the  State  for 
school  purposes.  Eeducing,  therefore,  the  budget  amount  by  de- 
ducting these  two  items,  we  have  a  gross  budget  allowance  of 
$575,670.00  for  current  expense  of  the  year  1904,  as  against  a 
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grand  total  of  $320,000.00  estimated  resources  from  ad  valorem 
taxes  available  for  current  expenses  for  this  year. 

Therefore,  the  inexorable  conclusion  deducible  from  the  above 
premises  is,  that  we  are  in  the  deplorable  condition  of  being  con- 
fronted with  a  floating  debt  of  $255,670.00  created  during  this 
year,  as  a  result  of  spending  more  money  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  city  than  is  available  therefor  legally.  There  is  but  little 
choice,  either  spend  sparingly,  I  might  say  niggardly,  or  else  in- 
crease values  and  raise  the  rate  of  taxation.  To  do  what  this  year 
promises,  or  seems  to  have  in  store,  will  but  mean  that  ultimately 
you  will  be  forced  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  bond 
the  floating  indebtedness  of  the  city,  or  else  be  driven  to  open  re- 
pudiation, either  of  which  conditions  will  be  most  deplorable,  and 
'twill  be  but  the  toss  of  a  coin  as  to  which  is  the  worse. 

Looking  at  the  situation,  therefore,  not  only  from  the  standpoint 
of  an  official,  but  from  that  of  a  citizen  as  well,  I  am  constrained 
to  suggest,  and  strongly  to  recommend,  even  at  the  risk  of  offering 
gratuitous  advice,  that  the  skillful  and  proper  handling  of  your 
city's  finances  demands  wise  decision  and  incomparable  judgment, 
and  it  is  poor  time  for  "four  flushing"  in  municipal  matters. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

T.  H.  Stone, 
City  Attorney. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY    STATEMENT 


M^YOPfc    J±.    L.    JACKNON, 

To  His  Report  of  April  nth,  1904,  Shown  in  the  Pre- 
ceding Pages. 


Houston,  Texas,  May  23,  1904. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council,  City  of  Houston: 

Gentlemen — In  connection  with  the  financial  statement  here- 
tofore prepared  upon  your  motion  and  submitted  May  9,  1904,  I 
procured  and  furnished  a  statement  from  the  City  Attorney  marked 
"Exhibit  ¥"  showing  his  estimate  of  the  bond  issuing  capacities 
of  the  city,  also  the  available  current  revenue  as  compared  with 
the  budget  of  current  expenses.  There  is  nothing  said  either  in 
the  statement  of  the  City  Attorney  or  my  report  with  reference 
to  any  revenues,  except  such  as  arise  from  ad  valorem  taxation. 
The  reason  for  this  omission  was  that,  according  to  the  City 
Attorney's  estimate,  the  amount  of  ad  valorem  taxes  which  are 
delinquent  and  not  collectible  for  any  given  year  are  approxi- 
mately about  sufficient  to  offset  the  sum  of  all  revenues  from  oc- 
cupation taxes  and  other  sources  outside  of  the  ad  valorem  taxa- 
tion. Accordingly,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  estimates  called 
for,  the  City  Attorney  took  as  the  available  current  revenues  the 
amount  that  would  arise  from  ad  valorem  taxes  based  on  the  valua- 
tions according  to  the  tax  rolls  of  1903,  and  without  making  any 
deduction  for  delinquency. 

Lest  this  assumption  may  not  have  been  understood  by  some 
of  the  Council,  and  wishing  to  be  as  explicit  as  possible  with 
reference  to  the  revenues  which  may  be   expected  as  reasonably 
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available  from  all  sources,  I  ask  leave  to  submit  this  as  a  sup- 
plemental report.  The  principal  sources  of  revenue  outside  of 
ad  valorem  taxes  that  can  be  relied  on  are  the  Legal  Department, 
Assessor  and  Collector,  Police  Department,  Corporation  Court, 
Scavenger  Department,  Boiler  Inspector  Department,  Electrical 
Department,  Engineer's  Department,  Market  rents  and  privileges, 
occupation  taxes  and  poll  taxes.  For  the  year  1903  the  amount 
produced  from  these  sources  aggregated  $76,103.55,  as  shown 
by  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1903. 
There  are  some  further  items  of  revenue  for  that  year  shown  in 
the  report,  such  as  school  funds  secured  from  the  State,  al- 
ready taken  into  account  by  the  City  Attorney  in  his  statement, 
and  some  small  sums  accruing  from  sales  of  property  belonging 
to  the  Street  and  Bridge  and  Fire  Departments,  and  the  item  of 
$25,149.91,  called  "Miscellaneous,"  and  arising,  as  I  am  informed, 
from  a  compromise  of  an  electric  light  bill.  But  there  is  no 
assurance  that  such  items  will  recur,  so  as  to  admit  them  into  a 
conservative  estimate  of  the  available  revenues.  The  amount  of  ad 
valorem  taxes  due,  according  to  the  rolls  for  1903,  was  $639,716.60. 
On  the  11th  day  of  April,  1904,  $91,590.70  of  this  amount  was 
delinquent,  and  on  this  date  the  amount  of  this  delinquency,  as 
stated  by  the  Tax  Collector,  is  approximately  $78,000.00,  and  the 
City  Attorney  has  charge  of  the  same  for  collection  by  suit.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  portion  of  the  ad  valorem  taxes  for  1903 
not  collected  and  of  doubtful  availability  on  this  date  practically 
offsets  the  available  revenues  from  other  sources  that  are  reliable 
outside  of  ad  valorem  taxes. 

If  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  collect,  all  the  ad  valorem 
taxes  for  any  given  year,  an  unknown  occurrence,  so  as  to  make 
no  reduction  from  this  source  of  revenue,  and  leave  the  entire 
sum  of  $640,000.00,  as  used  in  the  City  Attorney's  estimate,  and 
if  we  add  to  this  the  sum  of  $100,000.00  as  the  revenues  during 
each  vear  from  other  reliable  sources,  we  should  thus  have  $740,- 
000.00  only  available,  and,  according  to  the  course  of  reasoning 
employed  by  the  City  Attorney  in  his  statement,  we  would  still 
be  at  least  $155,670.00  short  of  the  amount  necessary  to  meet 
the  budget  of  current  expenses,  and  would  still  be  forced  to  cut 
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the  current  expenses  of  this  administration  $155,670.00  below  the 
budget  allowances,  or  add  to  the  floating  debt  already  existing. 

The  statement  of  the  City  Attorney  is  based  on  estimates  that 
are  conservative.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  available  revenue 
from  ad  valorem  taxes  may  be  swelled  to  some  extent  above  the 
figure  he  assumes.  His  estimate  is  based  on  the  valuations  of 
the  year  1903,  and  upon  the  property  lying  within  the  old  cor- 
porate boundaries.  There  may  be  some  general  increase  in  the 
taxable  values  of  the  old  city,  while  the  taxes  to  be  levied  on  the 
property  of  new  territory,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  afford  a  sub- 
stantial addition  to  our  revenues,  but  while  it  is  agreeable  to 
indulge  in  the  hope  of  increase  of  revenues,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
increase  them  by  every  reasonable  means,  without  harshness  or 
injustice  to  taxpayers,  the  safe  course  is  to  reduce  and  restrict  the 
expenses  of  each  department  so  as  to  keep  them  within  the  budget 
allowances,  and  if  possible  to  reduce  the  floating  indebtedness  now 
existing. 

In  this  connection  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  departments,  notably  the  Health  and  Fire,  by  their  pay 
rolls  and  purchases,  have  absorbed  their  respective  budget  allow- 
ances for  this  year  to  an  extent  that  is  out  of  proportion  thereto, 
and  unless  this  rate  of  expense  be  abandoned  promptly,  their  bud- 
gets are  likely  to  be  exhausted  long  before  the  expiration  of  the 
year.  I  therefore  invite  your  immediate  assistance  and  co-opera- 
tion in  reducing  the  expenses  of  all  departments  to  the  greatest 
extent  consistent  with  good  service. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  L.  Jackson, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston. 
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Statement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Budgets  and  Recom- 
mendations in  Regard  Thereto  by  the  Finance 
Committee  and  Mayor. 


Houston,  Texas,  October  10,  1904. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council: 

Gentlemen — We,  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Mayor,  with, 
the  assistance  of  the  City  Controller,  have  investigated  the  status 
of  the  various  budgets,  calling  before  us  the  heads  of  the  several 
departments,  cutting  down  expenses  where  we  deemed  it  safe  and 
advisable  to  do  so,  and  determining  upon  such  allowances  as  it 
has  occurred  to  us  are  indispensable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  some 
of  the  departments  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  year. 
We  beg  now  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  several  budgets 
under  their  respective  heads : 

I. 

Garbage  Department. 

The  allowance  in  the  budget  for  the  Garbage  Department  was 
$15,000.00,  and  we  find  that,  beginning  October  1,  190-1,  the 
unexpended  balance  amounts  to  $1,558.43.  The  gang  of  men 
who  have  been  cleaning  out  the  bayou  for  several  months  under 
the  foremanship  of  Barto  Kadernofsky  will  cease  work  and  be 
laid  off  about  October  20,  1904,  and  thereafter  the  department 
will  have  only  the  ordinary  expenses  of  cleaning  the  city  with 
the  gangs  of  men  operating  wagons  and  carts  in  the  various 
wards.  We  have  estimated  that  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$3,500.00  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  carry  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  department  through  the  year,  thus  making  the  total  amount 
of  the  budget,  beginning  October  1st,  in  round  numbers  $4,800.00. 
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It  is  but  just,  we  think,  to  the  head  of  this  department  for  us 
to  state  that  he  has  not  been  extravagant,  in  our  opinion,  but  his 
budget  has  responded  to  some  items  of  expense  that  were  unfore- 
seen and  not  contemplated  at  the  time  the  budget  was  made.  In 
the  first  place,  the  bayou  gang,  the  expense  of  which  was,  charged 
to  this  department,  was  put  on  after  the  beginning  of  the  present 
administration,  in  response  to  a  decree  of  the  Federal  Court,  and 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Health  Officer,  for  the  purpose 
of  cleaning  out  the  bayou.  The  work  was  commenced  at  the 
water  works  dam,  and  it  has  been  completed  to  a  point  near  the 
old  city  limits,  and  is  now  progressing  from  the  water  works  clam 
towards  the  San  Jacinto  bridge.  The  latter  point,  it  is  antici- 
pated, will  be  reached  about  the  20th  of  October.  The  expense  of 
this  work  by  October  20th  will  have  amounted  to  practically,  as  we 
estimate  it,  $1,717.04.  Again,  after  the  budgets  had  been  made 
in  the  first  part  of  this  year,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  salary 
of  the  head  of  the  department  amounting  to  $300.00  per  annum 
or  $25.00  per  month.  There  was  an  increase  by  ordinance  of  25 
cents  per  day  of  eight  hours  in  the  wages  of  daily  laborers.  In 
estimating  the  wages  of  the  average  of  twenty  men  on  the  regular 
roll  of  the  Garbage  Department,  this  would  make  a  difference  of 
about  $120.00  per  month,  or  $1,080.00  for  the  nine  months  of 
the  year  beginning  from  the  time  of  the  change.  The  depart- 
ment,' we  consider,  has  accomplished  good  results,  and,  in  view 
of  the  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  expenses  mentioned,  we  rec- 
ommend that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3,500.00  be  made 
and  added  to  the  balance  of  the  budget  now  on  hand  as  above  in- 
dicated. 

II. 

The  Engineer's  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  of  this  department  was  $10,000.00,  and 
upon  examination  of  the  Controller's  books  we  find  that,  begin- 
ning on  October  1,  1904,  the  remainder  of  this  budget  now  on 
hand  is  $316.61.  We  have  ordered  that  two  men  employed  in 
this  department  and  receiving  the  aggregate  sum  of  $150.00  per 
month  out  of  the  Gravel  Pavement  Fund,  stand  discharged   Oc- 
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tober  1,  1904;  also  that  one  engineer  drawing  $125.00  per  month 
from  the  Paving  Fund  in  this  department  stand  discharged  Oc- 
tober 1,  1904;  also  that  one  clerk  of  this  department  drawing 
$60.00  per  month  from  the  budget  allowance  be  discharged  Oc- 
tober 1,  1904,  and  these  changes  have  all  gone  into  effect  as  di- 
rected. After  reducing  the  expenses  in  the  particulars  named  we 
estimate  that  it  will  require  about  $2,400.00  to  pay  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  this  department  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  which 
would  necessitate  an  additional  appropriation  of  about  $2,100.00. 
In  this  connection  we  call  attention  to  the  following  expenses 
that  were  probably  not  foreseen  nor  contemplated  at  the  time  the 
budget  for  this  year  was  prepared :  ( 1 )  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  salary  of  the  City  Engineer,  made  by  the  Council  March 
14,  1904,  amounting  to  $1,0.00.00  per  annum,  which  for  the  re- 
maining nine  months  of  the  year  will  amount  to  $750.00.  (2)  The 
City  Engineer  reports  that  he  incurred  unusual  expenses,  requir- 
ing additional  engineering  forces,  in  running  the  new  city  limit 
boundary  lines  and  making  drainage  surveys  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  which  cost  approximately  $1,000.00  against  his  bud- 
get, and,  further,  the  expenses  of  general  preparatory  work  in 
running  levels  and  establishing  grades  for  gravel  pavement  through 
the  month  of  January  and  up  to  the  15th  of  February,  1904,  ag- 
gregating $330.00,  were  paid  out  of  the  budget  instead  of  the 
Pavement  Fund.  In  our  view,  an  additional  appropriation  in  the 
sum  .of  $2,100.00  should  be  made  in  order  to  carry  the  Engineer's 
Department  through  the  remainder  of  the  year.  We  will  watch 
this  department  carefully  and  seek  every  opportunity  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  expenses. 

III. 
Sewer  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  is  $12,000.00.  The 
amount  of  expenses  to  October  1,  1904,  was  $16,498.00,  leaving  a 
deficit  at  that  date  of  $4,498.20.  Tin's  deficit  was  permitted  by 
the  Controller  with  the  confidence  that  an  additional  appropria- 
tion would  be  made.  We  have  ordered  that  three  employes  of 
ibis  department,  employed  at  the   filler  beds  ai   an  aggregate  sal- 
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ary  of  $160.00  per  month,  also  one  of  the  plumbers  employed  and 
working  under  Inspector  McNeely,  at  $48.00  per  month,  he 
discharged  October  1,  1904,  and  at  this  time  we  are  unable  to 
make  a  further  reduction  in  the  forces.  According  to  our  esti- 
mate, considering  the  regular  and  necessary  pay  rolls  and  ordinary 
expenditures,  as  well  as  some  extraordinary  work  that  is  in  pro- 
cess of  contract  and  is  urgent,  the  total  amount  necessary  to  carry 
the  Sewer  Department  through  the  remainder  of  the  year  and 
to  cancel  the  deficit  would  be  $10,000.00.  Outside  of  some  in- 
crease in  the  expenditures  of  this  department  growing  out  of  the 
increase  in  daily  wages,  and  some  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  men  on  the  weekly  rolls  of  Inspector  McNeely,  and  at  the 
filter  beds,  we  are  unable  definitely  to  fix  the  cause  of  such  large 
expenditures,  unless  it  is  brought  about  by  an  unusual  demand 
for  repairs  on  the  sewers,  and  a  large  number  of  extraordinary 
expenditures  as  contended  by  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Sewer 
Inspector.  The  City  Engineer  submits  the  following  list  of  re- 
pairs as  some  of  those  which  were  extraordinary,  and  others  which, 
though  not  technically  classified 'as  "extraordinary/7  were  unusual 
and  hardly  within  the  contemplation  of  the  budget  at  the  time 
it  was  made.  We  merely  submit  this  as  in  part  an  explanation  by 
him  : 

"Job.  Extraor- 

January  8.  1904.  Repairs.         dinary. 

Congress  Avenue  sewer    (S.  J.  Beene) $228  75 

Liberty  Ave.  and  Willow  St.   (Fitzgerald  &  Ray)  $25i  16 

Walnut  Street,  drainage    (Collins  Bros.) 380  00 

Houston  Avenue     (Collins  Bros.) 686  47 

Montgomery  Avenue     (Collins   Bros.) 412  50 

Fourth  Street  sewer    (Collins  Bros.) 390  00 

$2,120  13 

Buffalo   Street   sewer,   account  tunnel 1,719  81 

LaBranch  Street  sewer 300  00 

Buffalo  Street  sewer,  repaired  break 925  00—  -3,173  56 

Total    $5,293  69" 

Inspector  McXeely  has  insisted  that  urgent  work  which  he 
was  compelled  to  have  done  in  the  way  of  repairs  on  various 
lines  of  sewer  in  the  city  has  required  the  labor  of  four  men,  and 
for  several  months  four  men  have  been  on  his  pay  roll,  and  have 
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been  constantly  engaged  in  sewer  repairs  of  considerable  magni- 
tude. We  have  now  insisted  on  removing  one  of  these,  and  as 
soon  as  we  can  find  it  practicable  will  endeavor  to  make  further 
reductions  in  the  forces.  In  addition  to  the  extraordinary  work 
which  has  been  done  by  this  department,  as  mentioned  in  the 
above  list,  furnished  by  the  City  Engineer,  a  contract  has  been 
awarded  for  the  construction  of  a  pump  house  and  pump  ma- 
chinery at  the  Preston  Avenue  tunnel,  but  because  of  the  deficit 
in  this  department  the  contract  has  not  yet  been  made.  The 
work,  however,  is  urgent  and  must  be  charged  against  the  Sewer 
Department.  It  will  be  readily  seen,  therefore,  that  there  is  an 
emergency  requiring  an  additional  appropriation  for  expenditures 
by  this  department  during  the  remainder  of  the  vear.  The  itemh 
to  be  considered,  according  to  our  view,  in  fixing  the  amount  of 
an  additional  appropriation  are  as  follows: 

Deficit,  $4,498.20;  minimum  amount  estimated  to  pay  further 
ordinary  expenditures  on  pay  rolls,  material,  etc.,  $3,373,20;  ap- 
proximate amount  to  cover  contract  for  the  pump  house  and  ma- 
chinery at  Preston  Avenue  tunnel,  $2,200.00;  aggregating  $10,- 
075.20,  and  we  suggest  that  an  additional  appropriation  in  this 
sum  approximately  be  made  at  once. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  Sewer  Department  has  not  the 
proper  organization  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results  at  the 
least  expense.  The  different  branches  of  it  do  not  seem  to  work 
together  as  they  should,  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  full  and 
accurate  information  in  the  head  office  in  regard  to  the  work- 
ings of  the  entire  department.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
better  results  would  follow  if  the  Sewer  Department  as  such  were 
made  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Engineering  Department 
and  placed  in  charge  of  a  Superintendnt  of  Sewerage,  whose 
salary  arid  duties  should  be  fixed  by  ordinance,  and  who  should 
report  directly  to  and  be  responsible  to  the  Mayor.  Upon  such 
change  we  would  suggest  further  that  the  position  of  the  Sewer 
Inspector,  as  it  now  exists,  should  be  abrogated  or  changed  in 
such  manner  as  to  conform  to  the  new  organization.  We  believe 
that  such  an  organization  would  secure  better  results,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  city  would  be  lighter.     This  change,  of  course, 
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would  not  mean  absolutely  a  separation  of  the  Engineering  and 
Sewerage  Departments  so  far  as  the  service  or  assistance  and 
necessary  co-operation  between  the  two  is  concerned. 

IV. 

Health  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $12,000.00.  On 
October  1,  1904,  we  find  that  the  balance  of  the  budget  allow- 
ance now  on  hand  is  $786.71,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
the  expenses  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  we  have  required  that 
one  of  the  Inspectors  be  discharged  October  1,  1904,  thus  leaving 
only  two  Inspectors,  which,  we  believe,  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  The  Health  Officer  has  agreed  to  hold  the 
expenses  per  month  for  prescriptions  to  the  maximum  of  $25.00, 
and  the  hospital  expenses  to  a  maximum  of  $150.00  per  month. 
By  this  reduction  the  expenses  are  brought  to  $720.00  per  month, 
which  for  the  remaining  three*  months  will  be  $2,160.00,  and 
thus  the  budget  at  the  end  of  the  year  would  have  a  deficit  of 
about  $1,500.00.  The  large  expenditures  in  this  department  may 
be  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  fact  that  the  salary  of  the  Health 
Officer  was  increased  by  the  Council  on  the  14th  of  March,  1904, 
after  the  budget  had  been  formed,  to  the  extent  of  $58.66  per 
month,  amounting  to  $527.95  for  nine  months.  The  Health  Of- 
ficer further  cites  the  fact  that  since  the  forming  of  the  budget 
there  has  been  charged  against  it  an  item  of  $1,273.16,  due  by 
the  city  as  an  expense  of  quarantine  during  the  year  1903,  which 
had  not  been  billed  against  the  city,  and  was  not  contemplated 
at  the  time  the  budget  was  formed.  This  item,  together  with  the 
increase  in  salary  given,  would  aggregate  the  sum  of  $1,811.11 
charged  against  the  budget,  which  was  not  contemplated  at  the 
time  it  was  made.  In  this  connection  we  further  state  that  the 
Health  Department  has  received  liberal  treatment  by  the  Finance 
Committee  and  Mayor.  In  view  of  the  vital  importance  of  san- 
itary conditions  and  health  of  this  city,  we  confidently  submit 
that  the  results  at  the  hands  of  the  Health  Department  have  fully' 
justified  the   liberal  policy.      Some   instances   of  extravagant  ex- 
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penditures  have  occasionally  come  to  the  surface,  such  as  ex- 
orbitant hospital  bills  and  prescription  bills.  These  matters  have 
frequently  been  the  occasion  of  much  concern  to  us  in  handling 
this  department,  but  we  hope  the  solution  has  been  reached.  We 
respectfully  suggest  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,500.00 
be  made  for  this  department. 

V. 
City  Attorney's  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  the  City  Attorney's  Department  was 
$8,500.00.  On  October  1,  1904,  the  unexpended  balance  was  $504.49. 
The  monthly  pay  roll  for  the  City  Attorney,  with  the  present  forces, 
is  $673.33  per  month,  and  for  the  remaining  three  months  would 
be:  $1,910,19.  There  will  be,  in  all  probability,  some  further  ex- 
penses in  the  way  of  court  costs,  etc.  One  item  of  expense  against 
the  budget,  which  was  not  foreseen  or  contemplated  when  the 
budget  was  formed,  is  the  increase  of  the  City  Attorney's  salary, 
made  March  14,  1904,  by  the  Council,  from  $2,500.00  to  $4,000.00 
per  annum,  aggregating  $1,125.00  for  the  nine  months  of  the 
present  year.  In  addition  to  this  Mr.  Stone  suggests  that  there 
has  been  charged  against  his  budget  in  the  present  year  approxi- 
mately $1,000.00  of  court  costs  coming  over  from  former  years, 
which  he  considers  were  not  contemplated  when  the  budget  was 
formed,  thus  making  an  aggregate  sum  approximately  of  $2,100.00 
charged  against  the  budget  that  was  not  taken  into  consideration 
at  the  time  it  was  made.  The  City  Attorney  suggests  that  the 
sum  of  $1,700.00  be  appropriated  as  an  additional  allowance  for 
the  year,  and  we  recommend  that  the  allowance  be  made.  In  this 
connection  we  call  attention  to  the  immense  floating  indebtedness 
referred  to  in  the  financial  statement  filed  in  this  Council  show- 
ing the  financial  condition  of  the  City  of  Houston  on  April  11th, 
1901/.;  also  to  the  items  of  available  assets  shown  in  the  Control- 
ler's statement  therein  aggregating  about  $1+50,000,  being  "taxes 
in  the  hands  of  the  Assessor  and  Collector  for  collection*'  and 
"bills  for  collection."  It  is  manifestly  impossible  that  the  City 
of  Houston  can  ever  pay  off  the  floating  indebtedness  now  existing 
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out  of  the  current  revenues,  assuming  that  at  the  same  time  it 
pays  up  its  current  expenses  and  the  interest  on  its  bonded  in- 
debtedness. Therefore,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
immense  available  assets  mentioned  be  realized  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible time,  and  thereupon  be  applied  to  the  floating  indebtedness, 
and  we  suggest  that  as  early  as  reasonably  practicable  the  City  At- 
torney devote  the  best  attention  of  his  forces  to  the  collection  and 
realization  of  the  "available  assets  mentioned,  or  that,  at  any  rate, 
effective  steps  be  taken  to  test  their  availability. 

VI. 

Street  and  Bridge  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $60,000.00.  The 
unexpended  balance  on  hand  October  1,  1904,  was  $8,100.00.  In 
this  department  we  have  directed  the  following  decrease  in  forces 
beginning  October  1,  1904:  One  man  from  the  bridge  gang,  two 
men  from  the  team  gang,  twenty-five  men  from  the  ditch  gang 
(reducing  this  gang  to  twenty-five),  and  four  men  constituting 
the  night  flushing  gang,  and  thus  also  cutting  out  the  further 
expense  of  water  for  this  flushing.  In  order  to  understand  the 
status  of  this  budget  and  the  work  accomplished  by  this  depart- 
ment, there  are  some  facts  which  should  be  considered.  The  flush- 
ing gang,  which  is  now  taken  off,  was  a  new  feature  of  the  Street 
and  'Bridge  Department,  which  was  established  by  the  present 
administration,  and  has  been  retained  for  several  months,  and 
probably  was  not  contemplated  in  the  budget.  It  was  deemed 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  sanitation  by  the  present  administra- 
tion to  put  additional  forces  under  the  Street  Commissioner  on 
the  ditches,  with  a  view  to  having  them  cleaned  of  grass,  weeds, 
mud  and  other  unsanitary  matter,  and  with  this  view  an  average 
of  about  seventy-five  extra  men  have  been  kept  on  the  ditch  gang 
for  the  past  six  months,  thus  considerably  increasing  the  expenses 
of  the  department  over  the  former  expenses  for  this  branch  oi 
work.  Another  advance  in  expenses  arises  from  the  increase  in 
salary  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  an  increase  in  the  wages 
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of  daily  labor  to  $2.00  per  day,  which  took  effect  March  14th, 
1904,  by  action  of  the  City  Gouncil,  and  which  we  presume  was 
not  contemplated  in  the  budget.  This  department,  we  believe,  has 
accomplished  good  work,  and  that  the  result  of  the  additional 
forces  is  manifest,  and  while  the  expenses  have  been  considerable^ 
and  have  been  thus  far  out  of  proportion  to  the  budget,  yet  with 
the  present  retrenchment,  we  believe  the  department  can  go  through 
the  balance  of  the  year  without  further  appropriation. 


VII. 


Scavenger  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $13,500.00'.  The 
unexpended  balance  October  1,  1904,  was  $2,730.87.  The  revenues 
which  have  arisen  from  this  department  have  exceeded  the  ex- 
penditures already  about  $900.00.  The  average  expenses  up  to 
October  1  have  been  $1,250.00  per  month,  and  if  the  same  aver- 
age is  to  prevail  for  the  remaining  three  months,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  slight  additional  appropriation.  However,  the 
earlier  expenditures  included  the  purchase  price  of  two  mule  teams, 
and  we  do  not  anticipate  any  further  expense  of  this  kind  during 
the  year,  from  which  we  may  safely  infer  that  the  average  for 
the  next  three  months  will  be  less  than  $1,250.00,  and  hence  we 
confidently  hope  that  the  Scavenger  Department  may  pass  through 
the  balance  of  the  year  without  an  additional  appropriation.' 


VIII. 

Market  Department. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $3,000.00.  On 
October  1,  1904,  the  expenditures  amounted  to  $3,572.00,  and 
thus  there  was  a  deficit  on  that  date  of  $572.81,  which  was  per- 
mitted by  the  Controller  in  the  confidence  that  an  additional  ap- 
propriation would  be  made  for  this  department.     We  have  esti- 
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mated  the  following  as  the  expenses  per  month  for  this  depart- 
ment through  the  next  three  months: 

Per  Month. 

Salaries $335  00 

Lights 185  00 

Engineer  for  1-3  of  November 25  00 

Engineer  for  December   75  00 

Coal  for  November  and  December 150  00 

Total  for  balance   of  the  year $1,800  00 

To  cover   deficit 572  81 

Total  necessary  to  carry  the  depart- 
ment through  the  year  and  cover 
deficit    $2,372  81 

Our  information  is  that  the  lighting  of  the  Market  House  was 
not  contemplated  or  provided  for  in  making  the  "budget.  We 
recommend  that  an  additional  appropriation  be  made  for  this  de- 
partment of  $2,400.00.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  say  anything 
hi  this  connection  in  regard  to  the  revenues  produced  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Market. 

IX. 
Fire  Department. 

The  budget  of  this  department  was  $65,000.00.  On  October  1, 
1904,  the  unexpended  balance  was  $6,229.67.  After  a  thorough 
examination  we  find  it  impracticable  to  cut  off  any  of  the  pay  roll 
of  this  department.  The  minimum  average  expenses  per  month 
for  the  remaining  three  months  of  this  year,  according  to  our 
estimate,  is  $5,200.00,  making  an  aggregate  of  $15,600.00  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  and  thus  it  will  be  necessary  for  this  de- 
partment to  have  an  additional  appropriation  of  approximately 
$10,000.00  in  order  to  go  through  the  year.  In  this  connection 
the  Chief  of  this  department  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  some- 
thing near  $10,000.00  has  been  charged  to  his  department  budget 
for  this  year,  which  should  have  been  specially  provided  for  and 
was  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  making  the  budget.  Eight 
thousand  dollars  was  thus  charged  against  his  budget,  which  was 
the  price  of  hose  purchased  in  lieu  of  that  burned  at  the  Central 
Station  after  the  budget  had  been  made,  and  included  also  a  bill 
for  hose  that  had  been  purchased  during  the  previous  year  that 
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was  not  contemplated  by  this  year's  budget,  as  he  contends;  and 
that  further  sums,  aggregating  several  hundred  dollars,  paid  out 
and  incurred  for  tools,  heaters,  apparatus,  etc.,  purchased  in  lieu 
of  that  destroyed  in  said  fire,  was  charged  against  his  budget  for 
the  present  year,  and  was  not  contemplated  at  the  time  said  bud- 
get was  made;  he  also  claims  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
year,  after  the  budget  had  been  formed,  several  of  his  horses  gave 
out,  and  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  purchase  seven  additional 
horses  for  the  department,  the  price  of  which  was  charged  against 
his  budget,  and  that  this  was  an  unusually  large  expense  to  be  in- 
curred out  of  any  one  budget  for  such  purpose;  also  that  it  will 
be  necessary,  as  early  as  possible,  for  him  to  have  two  other  new 
teams,  because  of  the  further  scarcity  of  good  horses  for  the  de- 
partment. Indeed,  the  purchase  of  two  more  teams  has  already 
been  authorized  and  directed  by  the  Council.  We  dislike  to  have 
such  a  large  expenditure,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  alternative,  and 
we  recommend  an  additional  appropriation  of  say  $10,000.00  for 
this  department. 

X. 
Park. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $5,720.00.  On  Oc- 
tober 1,  1904,  the  unexpended  balance  was  $141.83.  We  have  caused 
one  of  the  employes  of  the  City  Park,  whose  wages  have  been 
$48.00  per  month,  to  be  discharged  October  1,  1904,  and  will 
endeavor  to  make  further  decrease  in  the  pay  roll  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  if  it  should  become  practicable.  It  will  re- 
quire approximately  $1,400.00  to  cover  the  expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment during  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  present  year,  and 
this  will  necessitate  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,000.00.  We 
note  the  following  extraordinary  expenses  charged  against  this 
budget,  and  which  has  contributed  in  a  large  degree  to  reduce 
the  budget.     They  are  as  follows: 

For  lavatory  and  closets,  and  plumber's 

work  connecting  with  sewer   $868  60 

Bandstand  and  incidental  improvements.        253  55 

Aggregating    $1,122  15 

The  aggregate  of  these  extraordinary  expenses,  it  will  he  ob- 
served, is  n  little  more  than  the  appropriation  required. 
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XL 

Boiler  Inspector. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  is  $900.00.  The 
amount  spent  up  to  October  1,  1904,  is  $1,142.91,  thus  leaving 
a  deficit  of  $242.91.  The  pay  rolls  of  this  department,  as  fixed 
by  ordinance,  will  be  $135.00  per  month  for  the  remaining  three 
months  of  this  year,  aggregating  $405.00,  so  that  in  order  to  pay 
the  necessary  and  minimum  expenses  of  the  department  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  and  to  cover  the  deficit  now  existing  it 
will  require  $647.91,  and  hence  an  appropriation  of -approximately 
$650.00  must  be  made.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  pay  roll,  as  fixed 
by  ordinance  after  the  budget  for  the  year  had  been  made,  amounts 
to  $1,620.00  per  annum,  consisting  of  the  salaries  of  the  Boiler 
Inspector,  fixed  at  $125.00  per  month,  and  the  salary  of  two  Ex- 
aminers, fixed  at  $5.00  each  per  month,  thus  the  budget  of 
$900.00  was  $720.00  below  the  fixed  salary  list,  and  hence  as  soon 
as  these  salaries  were  so  fixed  there  was  necessarily  a  deficit  in 
the  budget.  The  amount  paid  out  from  this  budget  outside  of 
pay  rolls  is  $163.70  for  stationery,  testing  machine  and  a  few 
other  articles  used  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  off  ice. '  We 
recommend  an  additional  appropriation  of  $650.00. 


XII. 


Electrical  Department. 

The  original  appropriation  to  this  budget  for  1904  was  $3,500.00. 
Afterwards,  on  the  22nd  day  of  August,  1904,  the  Council  by  ordi- 
nance, for  reasons  therein  stated,  made  a  supplemental  appropria- 
tion of  $9,161.80,  and  to  this  appropriation  has  been  added  by 
the  Controller  the  sum  of  $3,500.00,  being  the  proceeds  of  the 
insurance  policy  on  the  fire  alarm  system  which  was  burned  at  the 
time  of  the  Central  Station  fire,  thus  aggregating  a  total  appro- 
priation of  $16,161.80  to  cover  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  de- 
partment, and  extraordinary  expenses,  and  such  as  were  not  con- 
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templated  in  the  original  budget  when  it  was  formed.  At  the 
time  the  supplemental  appropriation  was  made,  it  was  the  im- 
pression of  the  Controller  that  a  certain  hill  of  $1,980.00,  due  for 
a  new  ten-circuit  repeater,  was  a  part  of  and  included  in  the  con- 
tract for  a  new  fire  alarm  system,  and  hence  was  charged  against 
the  $3,500.00  insurance  account;  and  thus  it  was  not  taken  into 
consideration  in  making  the  additionl  appropriation  for  the  elec- 
trical account;  however,  the  fact  was  that  when  originally  pur- 
chased this  new  circuit  repeater  was  to  be  exchanged  for  old  ma- 
chinery for  the  electrical  department,  which  in  the  meantime,  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  by  fire,  it  became  necessary  to  pay  for  the  new 
machinery,  without  such  exchange,  and  hence  the  price  of  the  new 
ten-circuit  repeater  is  chargeable  to  the  fire  alarm  system  ac- 
count, and  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,980.00  must  be  made 
for  the  Electrical  Department  to  cover  this  item.  We  have  di- 
rected that  one  of  the  employes  in  this  department  be  discharged 
temporarily,  and  the  City  Electrician  accordingly  has  discharged 
on  October  1,  1904,  a.  lineman  with  a  salary  of  $90.00  per  month, 
and  will  endeavor  with  the  remaining  employe  under  him,  and  by 
his  own  personal  efforts,  to  keep  up  the  work  of  the  department 
during  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  year,  and  it  will  be 
unnecessary  to  make  any  further  appropriation  for  the  department 
except  the  $1,980.00  for  the  new  ten-circuit  repeater  as  above 
stated. 


XIII. 


Corporation  Court. 

The  budget  allowance  of  this  department  was  $2,500.00.  On 
October  1,  1904,  the  unexpended  balance  was  $535.00.  The  esti- 
mated expenses  for  salaries  alone  is  $200.00  per  month,  and  this 
would  require  $600.00  to  go  through  the  remaining  three  months; 
however,  we  hope,  with  the  assistance  of  the  conservative  head  of 
this  department,  we  may  call  it  safely  within  the  budget. 
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XIV. 

Electric  Lights,  Street  Lamps,  Etc. 

The  budget  allowance  for  this  department  was  $35,000.00.  Up 
to  the  first  day  of  October,  1904,  the  amount  expended  and  charged 
against  this  budget  is  $27,897.39.  At  the  present  rate,  and  with 
the-  lights  as  now  numbered  and  distributed,  the  expense  for  the 
remaining  three  months  will  be  $3,417.76  per  month,  amounting 
to  $10,253.38  for  the  three  months,  and  will  thus  make  an  ex- 
penditure for  the  year  of  $38,150.67,  and  leave  a  deficit  of 
$3,150.67.  We  respectfully  ask  that  this  matter  be  taken  up  at 
once  by  the  Light  Committee,  with  a  view  of  making  some  reduc- 
tion in  this  expense  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  by  redistribution 
and  reduction  of  the  number  of  lights,  etc.,  with  a  view  of  com- 
ing within  the  budget  allowance.  We  also  suggest  that  the  City 
Electrician  be  required  to  check  and  verify  this  statement  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  lights  and  the  power  and  intensity  of  same. 

In  the  event  your  honorable  body  fail  by  some  method  to  reduce 
the  estimated  cost  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  so  as  to  bring 
the  financial  expenses  within  the  budget,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  an  additional  appropriation,  and  we  suggest  this  course  as 
a  final  resort. 

XV. 
Other  Departments. 

The  City  Hall,  Election,  Water,  Public  Education  and  other  de- 
partments have  been  examined  by  us,  and  we  find  them  safely 
within  their  budgets  for  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  expenses  of  the  city  in  its  various  departments 
have  been  increased  during  the  present  year  by  the  raising  of  the 
salaries  of  officers  and  heads  of  departments  by  the  Council  on  the 
14th  of  March,  1904,  and  by  an  increase  in  the  wages  of  unskilled 
day  labor  to  $2.00  per  day.  We  believe  the  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,  and  that  an  efficient  officer  should  have  proper  reward 
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for  his  services,  but,  in  view  of  the  financial  stringency  of  the 
city,  and  the  conditions  prevailing  in  connection  with  its  streets, 
bridges,  sewers  and  other  affairs,  we  do  not  think  this  is  a  time 
to  be  too  generons  in  the  compensation  of  officers  or  laborers.  We 
see  no  just  or  honest  reason  why  the  city  government,  which  rep- 
resents the  whole  people  of  Houston,  should  pay  more  for  services 
than  any  other  person  or  corporation  pays.  This  city  probably 
pays  more  for  wages  than  any  other  city  in  the  State,  and  pays 
more  for  daily,  unskilled  labor,  under  the  present  ordinance,  than 
the  great  majority,  if  not  all  employers,  in  this  vicinity.  We 
therefore  suggest  that  as  early  as  practicable  and  legal  the  Coun- 
cil reconsider  the  salaries  of  officials  and  heads  of  departments 
as  established  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1904,  and  make  reason- 
able reductions  in  the  same,  and  that  the  labor  ordinance  as 
amended  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1904,  be  again  amended  so 
as  to  make  a  reasonable  and  proper  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
wages  to  be  paid  to  unskilled  labor  for  eight  hours  work. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  L.  Jackson, 

Mayor. 
Bobt.  L.  Jones, 
H.    A.    Halverton, 
W.   E.  Buckley, 
Finance  Committee. 
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